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Editorial 

ell, here we are at Last - my final issue of MG Enthusiast as 
editor. I’d like to think it is a case of going out in style given that 
this is a bumper issue with 132 pages, and I certainly hope you 
enjoy all that it has to offer. If you do like it, then by all means copy me 
in on any correspondence via simon.goldsworthyrakelsey.co.uk. If, 
however, you have any complaints, then just stick to the regular MGE 
email address of mg.edrakelsey.co.uk! 

I had thought I would see many of you at MG Live! this summer, 
but the shock announcement this week that Silverstone have decided 
to resurface their track in June and so cancelled the MGCC date has 
put paid to that idea (see plO). I know that the Kimber House team 
are working feverishly to come up with an alternative venue and date 
for their 2019 gathering, but we are already in March so that is a very 
tall order. However, I wonder if this could turn out to be of long-term 
benefit even if it comes with a lot of short-term pain? My thinking here 
is that while tradition and familiarity have their positives, they can also 
trap you in the past and limit your options for the future. It has become 
so entrenched in some circles that the MG Car Club’s big event simply 
has to be held at Silverstone and nowhere else because that is how 
it’s always been done that the idea of trying something different never 
really seems to gain much traction. Could it be that now they’ve been 
forced by circumstances into doing things differently, people may find 
they quite like the novelty of something new? 

Interestingly, there is a parallel to this way of thinking in my own 
review of the MGs that have passed through my hands over the past 
13 years (pi 14). Digging out the old pictures and looking through back 
issues to remind myself of when they first appeared and when they 
were sold has been a lovely trip down memory Lane, and inevitably 
there were occasions when I wanted to kick myself for selling this 
or that MG. However, the counterpoint to this is that if I hadn’t sold 
one, then I couldn’t have bought the next and I would have missed 
out on that experience. All of which does rather bring me back to 
where I started this editorial. I shall miss MG Enthusiast, the cars and 
especially the people that come with it, and maybe this time next year 
I will be kicking myself for moving on. On the other hand there are a 
whole world of new experiences out there, and I’d hate to look back 
one day and wonder: ‘What if...?’ Besides, there will still be MGs in 
Classics Monthly. So thank you everyone for all your help and support 
over the years, it has been a blast and I shall miss you. 

Simon Goldsworthy p Editor 



MG Enthusiast is also available digitally - please visit 

www.pocketmags.com 
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NEWS 



ZS EV is the name for the UK 


The new MG ZS EV (as the battery-electric version of the ZS will be called 
in the UK) arrives this autumn. MG Motor is inviting potential customers to 
register their interest at www.mg.co.uk/electriCp reports David Knowles 


fter some uncertainty over which 
name MG will use in English- 
speaking markets for its new 
all-electric version of the ZS (would it be 
the eZS as first indicated last year, or the 
EZS?), MG Motor UK’s Sales & Marketing 
Director Daniel Gregorious has 
confirmed to MG Enthusiast that the new 
model will be known - in the UK market 
at least - as the MG ZS EV. The formal 
unveiling is expected at the London 
Motor Show in May, and MG Enthusiast 
will be among the first to bring you full 
details of this exciting and important 
addition to the MG portfolio, the first 
of many more hybrid and fully electric 
models destined for MG dealerships over 
the coming five years. 


Gregorious told us: ‘With the launch of 
our MG ZS electric SUV we’re delighted 
to be entering the electric car market 
at such an exciting time. With all the 
practicality and versatility of a compact 
SUV, a full-sized boot and room for 
five people, ZS means electric without 
compromise. With MG’s trademark 
value-for-money approach, we’re 
confident that we can help more and 
more new car buyers to go electric.’ 

MG BACK IN NEW 
ZEALAND-AGAIN 

MG in its modern SAIC-owned guise 
has already returned to New Zealand 
once in recent years and modern MGs 
are already on sale in that country, so 


you may be forgiven for thinking that the 
heading is wrong. However, what has 
happened is that as in nearby Australia, 
the sales and marketing of MG has been 
taken back in-house by a subsidiary of 
the parent company. In the case of New 
Zealand, the new people now in charge 
have gracefully acknowledged the work 
done by British Motor Distributors who, 
it must be said, appear to have done a 
much better job with the marque than 
the initial Australian set-up. 

Already on sale in the land of the 
Kiwi over the past two years has been 
a variant of the older MG6 known as 
the MG6 Plus (not to be confused with 
the new generation MG6 now on sale in 
China and a few other LHD markets), a 
manual transmission version of the MG3 
(not far off the older UK version) and the 
MG GS mid-size SUV. Under the new 
management, the range is being swiftly 
revamped with the roll-out later this 
year of broadly the same model range 
as in Australia, which to date principally 
means an automatic-transmission MG3 
and the MG ZS SUV. 

Peter Cao was already CEO of SAIC 
Motor Australia and, in common with 
Danny Lenartic who was already 
MG Motor Australia’s Marketing & 
Communications Director, responsibility 
for New Zealand has been added into 
their portfolios and job titles. At the 
same time, SAIC has brought in a new 
face in British ex-pat Anthony Maclean, 
until recently Mercedes-Benz New 



ABOVE. A recent addition to the UK market MG3 range is the return of this black 
paint option, known as Black Pearl, bringing the choice of colours to seven. 
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THE LATEST MG NEWS 


NEWS 



ABOVE\ Peter Cao Ion the right in this photo) was already CEO ofSA/C Motor 
A ustralia, and has added New Zealand to his responsibilities; standing alongside 
him is Anthony Maclean, the new Business Manager, MG Motor New Zealand. 


Zealand’s National Sales Manager, 
who will be responsible as Business 
Manager, MG Motor New Zealand for 
national MG sales in the local market 
from his new base in Auckland. 

Although nothing more has been 
said beyond the initial announcement 
and model programme, it seems likely 
that New Zealand MG customers will 
soon benefit from a broadly comparable 
product mix to their nearest neighbours, 
which surely means the MG ZS EV, MG 
HS and perhaps the production version 
of the MG E-Motion Coupe. 

MARKET CHAOS IN CHINA? 

Many recent car-related headlines, in 
particular those in the UK and across 
mainland Europe, have been laden with 
doom and gloom. Certainly problems 
facing UK car making and manufacture 
have been exacerbated by a fall in diesel 
sales (which affects some companies 
more than others; MG Motor UK no 
longer sells diesel vehicles), but the 
fact remains that most of the global 
panic has been focused on what has 
been happening in the Chinese new 
car market, arguably now the most 
important in the whole world. 

Chinese tastes have influenced 
product mixes in subtle ways; not only 
have some car makers tuned their 
designs closer towards perceived 
Chinese tastes, but the preferences 
of the Chinese customer for four or 
five-door cars has precipitated the end 
for many car makers of the two/three 
door variants of their bread and butter 
ranges. Despite this, tastes are evolving 
in China just as they do elsewhere, and 
the MG E-Motion, a concept first shown 
in Shanghai just over two years ago, is a 
sleek two-door coupe. 

As we have covered over recent issues, 
for a number of years meteoric growth 
in the Chinese car market has fuelled 


opportunities for manufacturers around 
the world. Sales had been rising strongly 
and consistently on the back of both 
a Chinese consumer boom and many 
local government incentives, not least 
for electric and other low-emission cars, 
a consequence being that China is now 
one of the world’s principal markets for 
such vehicles. However, over the past 
few months the Chinese market has, to 
put it mildly, experienced something of a 
wobble, and some makes have suffered 
more than others. 

Things started to go wrong last 
summer. Up until July 2018, sales 
in China seemed to be fairly strong, 
but under the surface the sector was 
overheating due to a number of factors, 
such that by November sales were 13% 
below the equivalent figures for 2017. 
International issues such as trade 
tariffs, coupled with the ending of some 
Chinese government incentives and the 


tightening of consumer loans in China, 
all contributed to this malaise. 

Inevitably there were some relative 
winners and losers in the ensuing 
turmoil, with some Chinese consumers 
turning their backs on import brands 
like Jaguar Land Rover (JLR) whose 
sales in China fell by a staggering 50% in 
the same period referred to above. This 
was not helped by some difficulties with 
the local distributors, and even the fact 
that Range Rover Evoques and Jaguar 
XEs are now assembled in China by a 
local partner could not arrest the fall. As 
widely reported in the UK media, JLR’s 
woes spilled over into workforce lay-offs 
in the UK and a significant financial loss 
measured in the billions. 

Meanwhile the uncertainties 
surrounding Brexit have hardly helped 
to steady the market in the UK. Just in 
the last month Honda announced the 
decision to close its British factory at 
Swindon in 2021, Toyota and BMW have 
made cautious warnings about future 
investment, and there have even been 
rumours about TATA’s commitment 
to JLR on the back of the problems 
mentioned above. 

For SAIC, meanwhile, the situation in 
China has been more of a mixed bag. As 
we have explained in previous issues, 
SAIC’s major sales volume in China 
comes through its joint ventures with 
VW and GM. SAIC-GM suffered a drop 
in sales which stemmed in part from 
nervousness about the situation with 
US tariffs, but also according to local 
media reports with concerns from some 
more conservative Chinese customers » 



ABOVE. On the near horizon for New Zealand are the GS, ZS and MG3 Automatic. 
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Next in line for the MG Motor India treatment is believed to be this Baojun 510, a 
slightly smaller model than the 530 on which the new MG Hector will be based. 


« about the introduction of three-cylinder 
engines into some of the GM models (it 
is not clear if these are the same as the 
ZS powertrain). 

SAIC-VW has on the other hand 
seen sustained sales volumes, with 
the roll-out of a galaxy of new models 
exclusive to the Chinese market and the 
resolution of a big falling out with the 
local Audi distributors in 2017. Against 
the backdrop of a stumbling Chinese 
market, MG and Roewe have continued 
to do well, with the introduction of 
electric and hybrid models an important 
factor. The arrival of the MG eZS - or 
MG ZS EV as it is to be known in the 
UK - could hardly have come at a better 
time. Obviously Brexit may be a factor in 
future sales, but arguably MG Motor is 
a little more immune to this because its 
manufacturing bases are, for the time 
being at least, all outside Europe. 

One thing that is certain in all this is 
that the Chinese government, with its 
firm hand on the tiller of the national 
economy, will be keen to reverse recent 
setbacks and ensure that the market 
starts to grow again this year. Fuelled 
by the unwelcome stigma of recession, 
it seems highly likely that there will be 
fresh incentives for domestic customers 
to draw them back into the showrooms. 
In all likelihood some of the woes of 
2018 will be history by 2020, just as 
MG embarks on the next round of new 
product launches. 


MG MOTOR INDIA GROWS 

MG (Morris Garages) Motor India 
recently opened its impressive new 
corporate HQ in Gurugram, an event 
which took place in the midst of the 
company’s Indian ‘meet the public’ 
sessions where examples of the 
Chinese market MG range, including 
the ZS and MG6, have been on show 
as a demonstration of MG’s design and 
quality offer, even before the first Indian 
market model, the locally built MG 
Hector, goes on sale this summer. 

As explained in recent issues, the 
MG Hector will be closely based on the 
Chinese-market Baojun 530; also in 
the pipeline is believed to be a larger 
seven-seat SUV, possibly derived from 
the same basis as the Hector, and a 
smaller, as yet unnamed MG to be based 
on the Baojun’s smaller brother, the 
510. MG Motor Chairman Rajeev Chaba 


has also promised an all-electric MG 
for India, and the safe money is that this 
will be the MG ZS EV, probably imported 
fully built at first and aimed at India’s 
metropolitan customers. 

India is, of course, a vast nation and 
has many cities and so if MG is to be a 
real success, there may be scope for 
more production capacity. The existing 
170-acre Halol site in Gujurat will be 
able to cope with up to 80,000 vehicles 
per annum (initially the Hector and 
then at least two more MGs), but if 
sales are to expand beyond that, and 
perhaps even extend to targeted exports 
within the region, then a second factory 
may become desirable. With this in 
mind, it has been rumoured that SAIC 
is contemplating an investment of 
$350million in a second plant, with a 
decision either way anticipated by the 
end of this year. ® 


At last - a genuine high performance MG3! 


Ever since the MG3 went on sale in 
the UK, people have been asking in 
vain for more power. Well now there 
is an option - Retro Sports Cars 
have engineered a turbocharged 
K-series conversion, and Kmaps have 
helped tune it to 250Ps. They also 
say a reliable 320Ps is possible if you 
strengthen the engine internals... 

The K-series fits perfectly in the 
engine bay with no sheet metal 
changes whatsoever, so it looks 



as good as a factory option. The 
suspension has been developed with 
Vehicle Handling Solutions Ltd, and 
the brakes have been uprated to cope 
with the additional power. The only 
visual change though is the fitment of 
a Chinese-spec front bumper. 

The initial test car is now running 
and MoT’d. The plan is to use this car 
for a month or so, then take it back 
apart so they can get drawings and 
jigs of the bespoke parts for batch 



production. Retro Sports Cars will 
then offer the conversion, but sending 
cars out completed rather than selling 
the kits, partly to keep control over 
the quality, but also because of the 
complexity of the electronics involved. 

This demonstrator will be at the 
Pride of Longbridge event on 13 
April, with orders being taken for 
conversions from the summer. We 
will, of course, bring you a full report 
as soon as possible. 
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THE LATEST MG NEWS 


MG Live! thrown into disarray 



In shock news just before we went to 
press, the MG Car Club announced that 
due to Silverstone Circuits Limited’s 
decision to undertake essential track 
maintenance during June 2019, MG 
Live! has lost its venue and dates. 
Originally scheduled for 15-16 June, 
preparations were already well under 
way and this must come as a bitter 
blow to all concerned, on a practical as 
well as an emotional level - Silverstone 
has been the home of the MGCC’s 
annual gathering for decades. 

The club are now exploring options 
to move the event to a new location and 
date, and further announcements will 
be made on this in due course once 
arrangements are in place. However 
the scale of the task should not be 
underestimated, with the organisers 
effectively having to start from scratch 
with just months to go. Add to this 
the fact that few suitable venues will 
have dates free at such short notice 
and you’ll begin to understand the 
scale of the task facing the small 
team at Kimber House and their many 
volunteer helpers. 

Adam Sloman, General Manager 
of the club, commented: ‘We are 
incredibly sorry to be sharing such 
devastating news and everyone at 
the club is so distraught that we are 
no longer able to hold MG Live! at 
Silverstone this year, due to this Force 


Majeure situation. It is such a shame, 
as we have experienced record sales 
versus previous years, with many 
members and classic car enthusiasts 
purchasing tickets well in advance. We 
are deeply sorry to all of those ticket 
holders and enthusiasts who have 
supported the club and event to date.’ 

However, Adam added: ‘We are 
absolutely making every effort to find 
an alternative option for MG Live! in 
2019. We are not going to be beaten by 
this. We are working very hard to find 
a solution for a venue that can hold 
our unique race and entertainment 
event, and hope to make a further 
announcement soon confirming the 
arrangements going forwards. Once 



we have those arrangements in place, 
we will be in touch with all our current 
ticket holders outlining the options 
that will be available to them. We’d like 
to thank the classic car community 
in advance for their support and 
understanding.’ 



New Mirror Trim website 

Mirror Trim, the Bedfordshire-based firm who have carved out an enviable 
reputation for their MGA and MGB/C interiors, have now moved things on to a new 
level. Over the last 12 months they have been investing heavily in tooling so that 
they can bring as much manufacturing as possible in-house, ensuring they have 
full control over the quality. This has coincided with an expansion in the range of 
services and parts they offer, now extending as it does from seat covers to sound 
deadening and from headlining kits to crash rails. 

‘The finishes that people are requesting has changed over the years, and we 
are keen to respond to this,’ added Mirror Trim’s Paul Aylett. ‘For example, people 
always used to want either leather or vinyl for their seat covers, but we are finding 
more and more owners are now asking for cloth, particularly the Alcantara style 
of material. So we have started producing a range using a similar micro suede for 
Bs and Cs, which has proven to be very popular (more so with the ladies) and also 
provides some great new colour combinations.’ 

To help potential customers navigate the myriad options, Mirror Trim have 
now launched a new website which is more comprehensive than ever, yet still 
extremely user-friendly. Visitors can, for example, use drop down boxes to select 
and browse an even larger range of leathers and vinyls. You can check it out at 
www.mirrortrim.co.uk, or alternatively give them a call on 01525 874858. 


MGE SPRING 2019 


www.mgenthusiast.com 






















Sussex Classic Car Parts 

Secure online ordering from our parts warehouse 


Opening Times: 

8:30am-5pm Monday-Friday (excludes Wednesdays) 

Email: susssex.classic@btconnect.com 
Website: www.sussexdassiccar.co.uk 

Tel:01403 711551 Fax: 01403 711319 



Sussex Classic Car Parts, 
Unit 28, 

Huffwood Tradng Estate, 
Partridge Green, 

West Sussex, 

RH13 8AU 









NEWS 


THE LATEST MG NEWS 



Race Retro at Stoneleigh 




This year’s Race Retro at Stoneleigh on 
22-24 February saw record crowds of 
nearly 25,000 in attendance - the good 
weather must have helped swell the 
numbers, particularly on the Saturday 
and Sunday when the live rally stage 
was in progress. 

Race Retro is about 
motorsport in all its 
forms, and there is no 
more suitable marque 
than MG that fits those 
objectives as MGs 
have found success in 
the past 95 years in all 
12 motorsport disciplines 
and at everything from 
club to international level. With 
pride of place inside the main entrance 
was the MG Car Club, who had cars on 
display to show the range of racing and 
speed events that the club encompass. 
They were also pushing the fact that 
entry fees are being held at last year’s 
level, and that there are big discounts 
for under 25s. It seemed to work, as 
club officials reported strong interest, 
with several new recruits to the racing 
and speed championships. 

Elsewhere, Oselli had a nearly 


completed MGB shell on 
display which will soon be 
an FIA spec race car for the 
Equipe GTS series. Equipe had 
their own display for the GTS 
id pre-’63 series with a very fine 
racing MGA on display. The GTS outfit 
are almost embarrassed by the level of 
interest in their races, with places being 
hard to come by. 

There were three Metro 6R4s on 
the Group B rally display, and Tim 
Lawrence’s BGT was also in Flail 1 
showing that a car with minor mods 
can be successful in the FIERO-type 
endurance rallies. In the invited paddock 
visitors could admire the ex-Jean 
Denton Marathon carwhich the MGB 
Register have sympathetically restored. 

Outdoors, the two rally stages 
attracted around 120 cars in three 
groups according to age. The first 
included current cars like a Hyundai i20 
R5, with the sole MG in this group being 
an immaculate ZR. The middle group 
also had an MG presence thanks to the 
ever-popular Metro 6R4s, including 
that of the very experienced Warren 
Philiskirk who has owned and rallied his 
car for many years. Graeme Forrester 


N.A.S.Car Run 

MG & Alfa Spares boss Jason Swinyard 
is putting on a charity road run for 
MGs and other classic cars in aid of 
the National Autistic Society. Called 
the N.A.S. CAR 2019 MG & Classic 
Car Run, it is taking place on Sunday 
11th August, assembling from 10am 
at MG & Alfa Spares’ premises at Unit 
10, Stockfield Mill, Melbourne Street, 
Chadderton, Oldham OL9 9EW. The 
run will be between 60 and 80 miles, 
and it will finish at a local pub with 
ample parking. Entry is just £20 per 
car, and that entry fee includes: 
*Morning tea or coffee 
*Your own Monte Carlo style 
bumper plaque 

*Full instructions for the detailed 
route along some great driving roads 
*Ample time and opportunity for 
rest breaks at various places of 
interest en route 

Please note that this event is not a 
race or time trial of any kind, the idea 
is just to enjoy the day in your classic 
car. For more information contact 
Jason Swinyard at MG & Alfa Spares 
on 07711 097957 or email him at 
mg-alfa-spa resrahotmail.co.uk 


Coast to Coast 

Wigton Motor Club will be holding 
their first Coast to Coast one-day tour 
on Friday 20th September, and all 
enthusiasts driving historic, classic and 
other fine and sporting cars of any age 
are invited. Starting from St Bees in 
West Cumbria, the route will be in four 
sections interspersed with breaks for 
coffee, lunch and afternoon tea and will 
finish at Raven Flail Hotel on the east 
coast between Whitby and Scarborough. 
This Touring Assembly is a non-timed, 
non-competitive event run entirely on 
public roads. The route will consist of 
a mix of minor roads, but with some A 
class road mileage to keep the event 
moving eastwards. 

Entry will be £85 per crew of two 
for non-members, and places are 
limited to 40 cars. Special rates for 
accommodation have been arranged, 
but they must be booked by 1st May. 
Promising an interesting route on scenic 
driving roads, you can find full details on 
the events page of the club website at 
www.wigtonmc.co.uk 
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£0 DEPOSIT & 5.9% APR OVER 4 YEARS PCP FINANCE. 



BRAND NEW 19 MG ZS 
1.5 VTI-TECH EXCITE 

with 7 years’ manufacturers warranty 

• 49.6 Combined MPG • Automatic Headlights 

• Air Con • Bluetooth • Touch Screen 

• Cruise Control • Hill Hold Function 


From 

£14,045 

Per .A A Customer a I MG Deposit 

iXUZ Month I tV Deposit I tlVVV Contribution 



BRAND NEW 19 MG3 
1.5 VTI-TECH EXCITE 


with 7 years’ manufacturers warranty 

• 47.1 Combined MPG • Bluetooth 

• Apple CarPlay • Air Con • DAB Radio 

• 8” Touch Screen • 16” Diamond Cut Alloys 


From 

£11,395 

.IQl Per .A A Customer IOAA MG Deposit 
£IOX Month I tV Deposit I £ IV W Contribution 


Representative Example 19 MG ZS 1.5 VTI-TECH EXCITE 5 Dr 


£202 

Monthly Payment 

£0 

Customer Deposit 

£1000 

MG Deposit Contribution 

£13,045 

Credit Amount 

0.09p (Per Mile) 

Excess Mileage Charge 

5.75% 

Fixed Interest Rate 

£14,045 

Cash Price 

48 

Term (Months) 

£16,204 

Total Amount Payable 

32,000 

Contract Mileage 

£5710 

Guaranteed Future Value 

5.9% APR 

Representative 


Find your perfect car at ArnoldClark.com/MG 

0141 305 8891 


firnaitt CYnrir 


Official fuel consumption figures for the MG Motors UK model range in mpg (litres/100km): urban 36.3(7.7) - 41.7 (6.8); extra urban 53.2 (5.3) - 59.6 (4.8); combined 45.5 (6.2) - 51.5 (5.5). Combined. Standard EU Test 
figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. C02 emissions 124 - 141 g/km. 

Calls may be recorded for quality or training purposes. Models shown for illustrative purposes. Cars advertised are available at branches listed or from group stock and are subject to availability. Arnold Clark Automobiles 
Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and acts as a credit broker sourcing credit to assist with your purchase from a carefully selected panel of lenders (listed on our website). Lenders may 
pay us a fee for these introductions.A guarantor may be required.Applicants must be 18 years or over.All offers and credit subject to status, terms and conditions. 















MARKET NEWS 


COMPILED BY ROD KER 


From Perth to Poole 


elped perhaps by a spell of 
warm weather this February, 
the auction market seems 
to have recovered from 
its autumn blip with strong sales 
throughout the country. We'll kick 
off this month's report in Perthshire, 
where only two MGs made it to Morris 
Leslie's sale - a 1980 BGT at £3912 
and a ’67 Midget with only 27k miles 
showing which sold for £3180. 

Trekking about 300 miles south to 
Leominster, Brightwells had around 
150 lots on offer, but not all were 
vehicles - unless you count a Soviet 
era surface-to-air missile as a means 
of transport. That failed to reach its 
reserve, but then again it can't be the 
easiest thing to value! The ranks were 
also swelled with motorcycles and 
more than a few tractors, but variety 
is the spice of auction life. 

Seven MGs were in evidence on the 
day, and only one failed to find a new 
keeper. That was a 27k miles (indicated) 
B Roadster registered in 1980 and 
fitted with a set of chrome bumpers to 
make it look older. Unusually, that was 
the only MGB on offer, although there 
was a CGT up for grabs. Most Cs were 
registered in 1968 and ’69, so it was 
noteworthy that this one sat around 
for a year or two before finally hitting 
the road. Adorned with Minilite-style 
wheels, a Sebring front end and a tuned 
engine, £14,850 bought it. 

A pair of green Midgets also went 
through the sale. £3410 secured a ’77 
1500 with a huge history file revealing 
that far more had been spent on 
restoration than the new owner paid 
for the whole car. Also in green and 
with plenty of history, a 1966 Mkll 
made £6600, reflecting the rarity of 
early models. Predictably though, the 
1939 SA attracted the highest bid - 
£26,950 all-in to be precise. Only four 
owners from new and complete with 
history and a photographic record 


of its restoration in the 1990s, this 
was a time-warp machine that could 
still be used today thanks to 85mph 
performance from its 2.3-litre six. 

Meanwhile, £20,900 bagged one of 
MG’s immediate postwar output in 
the bijou form of a TC. It had lived in 
Canada before finally coming home last 
year and although some of the details 
were sketchy, it seems that a 2000-hour 
nut and bolt rebuild had been carried 
out in the 1980s. At the other end of 
the age range, a Maestro 2.0 EFI from 
a private collection went for £1760, 
which was disappointing for everyone 
but the buyer. As the catalogue pointed 
out, there are only 170 left roaming 
the roads, and although the first MG- 
badged Maestro 1600 was plagued by 
reliability issues, the 2-litre injected 
version showed that the Rover Group 
could deliver the goods and take on the 
rabble of hot hatches. 

Moving now to Barons at Sandown, 
they sold 48 out of 69 lots. The headline 
lot was a £14,520 Peugeot 309GTI 
with 111 miles clocked by one owner. 
Not much to do with MGs, except to 
demonstrate that the times they are 
a-changing in the classic world, with 
increasing interest in cars that seem 
quite modern to those of us who grew 
up with Midgets and Bs. Speaking of 
which, three MGs were listed. A very 
good 1975 BGT on wires made £7370, 
and a 2001 F broke the four-figure 
barrier to settle at £1125. Another 
rubber bumper BGT that looked to be 
close to the road after a couple of years 
storage failed to reach what seemed a 
realistic estimate of £1750-£2500. 

At the opposite end of GB to Morris 
Leslie, SWVA at Poole sold six out of 
seven MGs, the sticker being a late B 
Roadster with a £4k estimate. Cheapest 
on the day was a 1962 Midget, complete 
but ripe for restoration, which was 
hammered away for £1000. Mkls in any 
condition are rare, so that looked like a 



Matching numbers 1948 TC: £20,900. 



SA restored in the 1990s: £26,950. 


good deal. From a later branch of the 
same family, £6350 (plus commission) 
bought a 1967 model, which was at the 
top end of expectations. 

A 1969 BGT from a deceased’s estate 
sold for £8100, while those seeking 
more power in the same package 
could have snapped up a factory V8 
for £12,600 or a CGT for £23,600. The 
latter had originally been a dealer 
demonstrator before being picked up 
for £1100 by its sole owner. It was in use 
until 1981, then stored, rescued and 
finally restored to a very high standard, 
as the price suggests. Last but not least 
in the Dorset tropics, a 1929 M-Type - 
Abingdon’s first sports car? - achieved 
£14,500. There is not enough space to 
delve into its 90-year life unfortunately, 
but that sounds quite cheap for a slice 
of motoring history. 

In a busy month, Histories was also 
in action at Ascot, selling 80% of 168 
lots for a £3m turnover. Half a dozen 
MGs were lined up, with only one, a 
1952 TD estimated at £20,000-£25,000, 
emerging as a No Sale. Another similar 
example was considerably cheaper, 
selling for £16,520. A pair of MGA 
Roadsters fetched £15,680 and £17,920, 
more or less as expected, while the B 
contingent comprised a ’72 GT at £8680 
and a ’64 ragtop at £12,600. ® 
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MIRROR TRIM 

ENGLAND 


mirrortrim.co.uk 

01525 874858 
















NEW PRODUCTS 


Price: £6695 


MGB Roadster shell 

MGOC Spares is holding a complete replacement 
MGB Roadster late rubber bumper (76-on) 
bodyshell, part number HZA5545, inclusive of doors, 


bonnet and bootlid. Providing the perfect base for an MGB V8 roadster conversion, chrome bumper conversion or rubber 
bumper re-shell, it was manufactured on the original press tooling by British Motor Heritage and is presented in carriage 
primer. Ready for seam sealing and painting, it is priced to clear at a saving of over £4304.20 off the RRP. There is just the 
one available, so don’t delay if you are interested. Call MGOC Spares on 01954 230928. 


Machine Mart Spring/ 
Summer catalogue 


Price: Free 



The new Machine Mart Spring/ 
Summer catalogue is out now, packed 
full of all the tools and equipment you 
need whether you are a hobbyist, DIY 
enthusiast or professional. Featuring 
over 600 price cuts and more than 
21,000 items of tools and machinery 
in stores across the country and 
online, this is essential reading for 
the hands-on owner. To order your 
catalogue, simply go online to www. 
machinemart.co.uk , visit your local 
store or call 0844 880 1265. 


Coolant hose kits 


Price: various 


Abingdon MG can offer a large range of 
coolant water hoses for MGs, and they 
can be supplied packaged as kits or as 
individual hoses. There are two types of 
hose available - rubber with Kevlar woven 
into the hose that come with a three-year 
warranty, or rubber with polyester woven in that come with a 
two-year warranty. To speak to a sales advisor and see if they stock 
hoses for your car and to find out about the great prices currently 
on offer, call 0121 543 1626. 




Mini-screwdriver 


Price: £5.10 


Stuck for the right tool 
for the more delicate 
components on your 
MG? Or perhaps you are screaming at a 
kid’s toy or about to launch a laptop or 
mobile phone across the room because 
you can’t get into it? The Matador 4 
Penny mini screwdriver may well be the 
perfect solution, with reversible Philips 
and slotted screwdriver heads to give 
you four options in one handy pen-sized 
tool. With a Philips PH00 and PH01 and 
a conventional reversible slot driver 
in 1.5 and 3mm sizes, this is the ideal 
solution for all those fiddly jobs. Shop 
online at http://shop.damar.biz 


Anodised aluminium 
fuel regulator 


Price: from £95.45 


Webcon has a new 
range of anodised 
aluminium finish 
EFi regulators to 
complement the 
blue and red versions 
already available. 

Technically the same as 
the existing versions, 
they will be visually 
more appropriate to 
many engine bays. They are 
supplied complete with a mounting 
bracket and 8mm push-on unions, 
and range from 2.5bar to 4.5bar, 
or an option that is adjustable 
from 0-5bar. Available directly 
from Webcon and from appointed 
Webcon dealers, call 01932 787100 
or visit www.webcon.co.uk 




Price: various 


K&N Filters 

The MGB Hive have a large stock of K&N air filters at discounted and pre¬ 
increase prices, suitable for all MGBs, 1275 and 1500cc Midgets and the 
MGC. K&N filters are a fit-and-forget solution that help improve the BHP of 
an engine, but do remember that richer needles may be required to make 
the most of the improved breathing and stop the resulting mixture running 
lean. Check out the MGB Hive’s website at www.mgbhive.co.uk to see the 
current deals, and visit them at Marshalls Bank, Parson Drove, Wisbech 
Cambs PE13 4JE or call 01945 700500 for advice. 
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MGC suspension bushes 


Price: £338.40 
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SuperfLex has just announced a new 
polyurethane bush kit for the MGC. This g 
comprehensive kit contains everything 
you need for the suspension, though you v 
can also buy just the front or rear kit in 
isolation if you wish. Made in the UK using ,'j { 
black polyurethane bushes and stainless 
steel inserts, this precision-made kit will 
sharpen up the handling without making 

it feel harsh. That’s because each bush has been carefully rated to suit the job it 
has to do - they may all be black, but they are not all the same shore hardness. 

As Superflex say: To simply blanket a car with one hardness and call it comfort, 
dynamic, performance, race, road or touring leads to unacceptable compromises, 
reflects limited production capability and doesn’t work. That’s why our kits contain 
bushes that are each rated according to the particular task they have to perform.’ 
Call 01749 673533 or visit www.superflex.co.uk and look under the BMC listing. 
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TF damper bushes 


Price: from £24.95 


Replacement lower damper bushes 
for the MG TF were not offered 
by MG-Rover, so failure required 
complete replacement of the damper 
assembly. Genuine new factory 
original damper assemblies are now 
unavailable anyway, but in many 
cases despite failure of the lower 
bush, the telescopic shock continues 
to provide acceptable damping 
control. MGOC Spares can now offer 
owners replacement metalastic 
lower bushes that just require press 
tool installation. Offered under part 
number H188 at £24.95 each, £47.50 
in pairs (saving £2.40) or a set of four 
at £89.96 (saving £9.84) and inclusive 
of a replacement 10.9 grade shock 
absorber mounting bolt, to order call 
MGOC Spares on 01954 230928 or 
visit www.mgocspares.co.uk 




Yokohama G.T. SPECIAL 
CLASSIC tyre 

Yokohama has 
announced that it 
will launch sales 
in Europe of the 
G.T. SPECIAL 
CLASSIC in 
a revival of 
Yokohama’s 
heritage G.T. 

SPECIAL brand. 

The new tyre 
is based on 
Yokohama’s G.T. 

SPECIAL Y350, 
and delivers a 
soft, comfortable 
ride without losing 
the feel of a historical 
car and features the same classical 
tread pattern and side design of its 
predecessor. It will be available from 
this summer in three sizes - 165/80R15 
87H, 175/80R14 88S and 165/80R14 
85S. All make use of the latest tyre 
technology to enhance the drivability 
and safety of historic cars. See www. 
yokohama.co.uk 



Price: £45.19 


The Boss ratchet 

Matador Tools might be a relatively 
new name to the UK, but they have been 
making some of Germany’s finest chrome 
vanadium tools since the early 1900s. 

First to market with a reversible ratchet 

in 1919, the company has been developing drive technology for 100 years 


to reach the latest ratchet known as The Boss Z90. This features a fine 90 
tooth ratchet mechanism and can start to shift stubborn bolts with just four 
degrees of swivel angle. Capable of exerting up to 50% more torque than 
is required by DIN standards, the Z90 is available in 1/4, 3/8 and 1/2 inch 
socket sizes and comes with a robust design and exceptional CNC machine 
chrome vanadium construction. Check out www.damar.biz 



Sealey’s Spring 
promotion 

Sealey launched their new 
56-page Spring promotion on 
1st March, packed with over 
600 deals on their tools and 
equipment plus discounts up to 
59% off list price. The promotion 
includes over 90 new lines, and 
there are 23 sections in total, 
including Hand Tools, Power 
& Lighting, Jacking & Lifting, 
Welding & Cutting, Motorcycle 
Tools, Janitorial, Vacs, Valeting & 
Pressure Washer sections. There 
are also Air & Vehicle Service 
Tools, Machine Shop, Parts 
Cleaning, Shot Blasting, Welding 
and loads more. Valid to the end 
of May 2019, copies of the Spring 
Promotion are available from 
your local stockist, or you can 
view or request a copy online at 
www.sealey.co.uk 

Kent Cams new website 

Kent Cams has recently launched a 
brand new website. You can search by 
vehicle or product type as well as part 
number; individual categories can 
also be searched including cam belts 
and chains, camshafts, followers and 
tappets, sprocket kits, oil pumps, 
pulleys and more. You can also find 
your nearest dealer worldwide and 
access the Kent Cams support team. 
Click to www.kentcams.com 
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EVENTS 


MARCH 30 

LINCOLN AUTOJUMBLE 

Helmswell, DN21 5TJ. No 
admission charge, just £2 
per car for parking. 6.30am- 
12.30pm. www.lincoln 
autojumbLe.com 

APRIL 6 

RUFFORTH AUTOJUMBLE 

Rufforth Park, York Y023 
3QH. Pitches start from £17. 
Sellers welcome 6-9am, 
doors open to buyers from 
9am. Admission only £2 per 
person. 01904 738620, www. 
rufforthautojumble.com 

APRIL 7 

MALVERN FESTIVAL 
OF TRANSPORT 

Three Counties Showground, 
Wye Halls and outside, 
Malvern, WorcsWRI3 6NW. 
10am-3pm. Adult: £9, child 
(7-14) £3.01484 667776, 
www.classicshows.org 

APRIL 7 

BTCC ROUNDS 1-3 

Brands Hatch, Kent. The 
2019 season kicks off, with 
the two MG6s now being 
fielded by Excelr8 
Motorsport. You can watch 
all the action live on ITV4 if 
you can’t make it to the 
track, www.btcc.net 

APRIL 13 

UNDER THE BONNET 

National Motor Museum, 
Beaulieu, Hampshire. Join 
museum manager and chief 
engineer Doug Hill from 
7.30pm for an insight into 
some of the most 
extraordinary and iconic 
vehicles in the collection as 
he explains the remarkable 
engineering that makes 
each of these cars special. 
Tickets are £10 (or £7.50 for 
Friends of the National 
Motor Museum Trust) from 
friendsldbeaulieu.co.uk or 
01590 614792. 

APRIL 14 

NEWARK AUTOJUMBLE 

Newark Showground, 
Newark NG24 2NY. Early 


The MG Enthusiast Events Diary is a FREE service to publicise your event. To be included, please send details 
of your events to: MG Enthusiast Events Diary, Kelsey Media, PO Box 978, Peterborough PEI 9FL or email: 

mg.edfakelsey.co.uk (be sure to notify us in plenty of time). Please note that whilst every effort is made to 
ensure the accuracy of these listings, we recommend you check with the organisers before travelling. 


bird admission from 8am 
£10, general admission from 
10am £7. 01507 529593, 
www.newark 
autojumble.co.uk 

APRIL 15 

MGS ON TRACK 

Cadwell Park, Louth, 
Lincolnshire. A beautiful 
setting for this technically 
interesting track where 
technique and nimble 
handling are just as 
important as raw power. 
www.mgs-on-track.com 

APRIL 21 

HUDDERSFIELD AUTO 
RETRO JUMBLE 

Old Market Building, Brook 
Street, Huddersfield HD1 
1 DR. Stalls 7am, customers 
10am. www.phoenixfairs. 
jimdo.com 

APRIL 21-22 

EASTER MOTOR SHOW 

Weston Park Near Telford, 
Shrops, TF11 8LE. Adult: £10 
per day, children (4-16) £5, 
family (two adults and two 
children) £25. Open 10am- 
4pm. 01484 667776, 
www.classicshows.org 

APRIL 27 

UNDER THE BONNET 

National Motor Museum, 
Beaulieu, Hampshire. 
Another chance to enjoy an 
informative guided tour of 
the museum’s magnificent 
machines and learn about 
the remarkable engineering 
that makes each of these 
cars special.Tickets are £10 
(or £7.50 for Friends of the 
National Motor Museum 
Trust) from friendsfd 
beaulieu.co.uk or 01590 
614792. 

APRIL 27 

LINCOLN AUTOJUMBLE 

Helmswell, DN21 5TJ.The 
site is also near to an 
extensive antiques centre 
which is great for family 
members wanting 
something other than 
autojumble. No admission 


charge, just £2 per car for 
parking. 6.30am-12.30pm. 
www.lincolnautojumble.com 

APRIL 28 

BTCC ROUNDS 4-6 

Donington Park. The BTTC 
circus moves to the popular 
circuit of Donington. You can 
watch all the action live on 
ITV4 if you can’t make it to 
the track, www.btcc.net 

MAY 3-5 

DONINGTON HISTORIC FESTIVAL 

Donington Park, Castle 
Donington, Derby, DE7 4BN. 
After seven very successful 
years the event is firmly 
established as a major 
fixture on the international 
historic racing calendar, 
attracting many thousands 
of spectators, hundreds of 
world-class historic racing 
cars and huge numbers of 
classic car club displays. 
www.doningtonhistoric.com 

MAY 4 

RUFFORTH AUTOJUMBLE 

Rufforth Park, York Y023 
3QH. Pitches start from £17. 


Sellers welcom from 6-9am, 
doors open to buyers from 
9am. Admission only £2 per 
person. 01904 738620, www. 
rufforthautojumble.com 

MAY 5-6 

NOTTS CLASSIC CAR AND 
MOTORCYCLE SHOW 

Thoresby Park, Ollerton, 
Notts NG22 9EP. Adults £8 
per day, children (7-14) £3. 
Open 10am-4pm. Sunday 
includes the East Midlands 
Ford Show, Monday includes 
the East Midlands Mini & VW 
Show. 01484 667776, 
www.classicshows.org 

MAY 5 

B0W00D SPRING CLASSIC 
CAR AND MOTORCYCLE SHOW 

Bowood House, Caine, Wilts 
SN11 OLZ. the first of two 
classic vehicle shows at 
Bowood House in 2019 
Adults £13, seniors (60+) 

£11, young adults (13-16) 

£11, juniors £10, children 
£8, family tickets available. 
10am-4pm. 

01484 667776, 
www.classicshows.org 


Auction Calendar 

Mar 30: EAMA, Copper Smith Way, Wymondham NR18 
OWY. Tel: 01953 859180, www.eama-norwich.co.uk 

Apr 3: H&H, online auction. 

Tel: 01925 210035, www.handh.co.uk 

Apr 10: H&H, Pavilion Gardens, Buxton SKI 7 6BE. 

Tel: 01925 210035, www.handh.co.uk 

Apr 10: Brightwells, Bicester Hertitage, 0X26 5HA. 

Tel: 01568 611122, www.brightwells.com 

Apr 10: Coys, Exmoor Hall, Bath & West Showground, 
BA4 6QN. Tel: 0208 614 7888, www.coys.co.uk 

Apr 13: Anglia Car Auctions, Beveridge Way, Kings Lynn 
PE30 4NB. Tel: 01553 771881, www.angliacarauctions.co.uk 

Apr 26: SWVA, 61 Ringwood Road, Parkstone, Poole, 
Dorset BH14 ORG. Tel: 01202 745466, www.swva.co.uk 

Apr 27: Mathewsons, Thornton le Dale, N Yorks Y018 7LH. 
Tel: 01751 474455, www.mathewsons.co.uk 

Apr 27: Newark Motor Auctions, Winthorpe, NG24 2NY. 

Tel: 01636 671167, www.newarkmotorauctions.co.uk 

Apr 28: Ottervale, Kentisbeare Hall, Cullompton EX15 2AB. 
Tel: 07967 823897, www.ottervaleclassiccarauction.co.uk 

Apr 30: Barons, Sandown Park, Esher KT10 9AJ. 

Tel: 023 8066 8413, www.barons-auctions.com 
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THE ORIGINAL AND THE BEST 





As the original equipment manufacturers to 
companies such as Rover, MG, Triumph, Jaguar and 
many others over the years, Tex has established an 
unsurpassed reputation for quality and service. 

Today that quality remains evident in our 
Classic range of products, over 95% of which are 
manufactured in our factory in Oxfordshire on the 
original tooling. 

Tex products range from wing and door mirrors, wiper 
arms and blades and accessories are all supplied as 
original accessories on most British cars in the 50s, 
60s, 70s. Tex were fitted as original equipment to all 
British Leyland vehicles between 1974 to 1983. 


Look for the original stamp 
when buying a product. We 
are the only manufacturers. 


BUY ON LINE AT 

www.motoring(lassi<s.<o.uk 

OR PLACE YOUR ORDER BY PHONE ON 01993 707200 
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YOUR POINTS OF VIEW 


Memories of pedal power 


On page 48 of the February issue, 

Bruno Cianci wondered if the pedal car 
pictured was a Lines Brothers product. 

I can’t answer this definitely from the 
small photo, but can only comment that 
the Lines Brothers (Tri-ang toys) did 
make a basic pedal car chassis in the 
1930s which they bodied in the general 
shape of various then-current full size 
cars. I have seen photos of Vauxhall, 
Rolls-Royce, Daimler, Buickand MG 
‘silhouettes’ (see also: Children's Cars 
by Paul Pennell, Shire Album 178). 

I have vivid personal memories of my 
first ‘car’, a Tri-ang Magna No.8 pedal 
car (photo attached of the orange car 
with three year old me driving) which 
was made in the mid-1980s and was 
clearly modelled on the then-current 
MG FI Magna. Tri-ang generally 
replicated the radiator grille of the car 
being modelled, but I can only surmise 
that MG would not allow this use of their 
trademark so my car’s grille was of a 
generic design. The Tri-ang name of 
Magna does give a bit of a clue though, 
and I can’t believe that Kimber would 
not have given permission for a good 
advert for his brand - in the 1930s only 
relatively wealthy people would have 
bought these cars for their children. 

I was thrilled to see a super Magna 
at the Playnes Motor Museum in 2017, 
and it served to show that my memories 
of the one I had were correct. This car 
(pictured below) is actually dressed up 
with a Daimler grille, but is clearly the 
same body as mine. The staff kindly 
allowed me to have a close look, and the 
details brought the memories flooding 
back. I had a vague recollection of 
seeing another Tri-ang Magna pedal car 
in MGE, and found a reader’s letter with 
a small picture on p26 of the July 2008 



ABOVE: This pedal car in the Haynes 
Museum was modelled as a Daimler. 



ABOVE: David pictured at the wheel of 
his pedal car and his TC- he's barely 
aged a day in the intervening 70years! 

issue. I think it also shows a Vauxhall 
bodied version, judging by the similar 
chrome side strips on the body. This MG 
version certainly has an MG grille, the 
lettering is quite clear, so Tri-ang must 
have eventually done a deal with Kimber. 

I was clearly destined to become a car 
nut as, although I last saw my pedal car 
60 years ago, I remember it in sufficient 
detail that I could build a replica today 
if I had the time. It had a moulded 
plywood body, wood ‘chassis’ members, 
pneumatic Dunlop tyres on proper wire 
wheels, front cycle guards which turned 
with the steered wheels, ball bearings 
on wheel hubs and pedal cranks (the 
big-ends!), a single external contracting 
band hand brake and a hand operated 
‘aaooghaa’ klaxon. I sold it for three quid 
around 1956 to buy bits for my bike, the 
first of many poor financial decisions in 
my life as I recently saw one advertised 
for sale at for AUS$5000! 

As rare as the Magnas are, the 
mechanical klaxon is even rarer. I have 
only ever seen one other photo of this 
klaxon on a car for sale. When I sold my 
pedal car, I gave the klaxon to a school 
friend to fit to his bike and was very 
pleased when we visited him in the UK in 
2017 to be presented with it 60 odd years 
later! When my friend Geoff presented 
the klaxon to me, it literally brought a 
tear to my eye, reviving memories of my 



ABOVE: The level of detail inside the 
Tri-ang pedal car is impressive; no 
wonder David loved the one he had. 


grandfather who restored my car, and 
my dad who I scared by driving my car 
very fast around the playground of the 
school of which he was the headmaster. 

The klaxon stirred such vivid 
childhood memories that I have 
fabricated a bracket to mount it onto 
my full size TC, but I only fit it for 
special occasions because I would be 
traumatised if it was stolen! 

David Selway-Hoskins 
MGCC Geelong Librarian 

Zed survivors 

I have been reading the news story in 
the March issue: Save out Zeds. I was 
able to trace the 50 ZS 180s which 
were sold in the Netherlands, and 48 
are still on the road. Of all the Zeds 
sold in the Netherlands, 88% are still 
on the road, so there was nothing 
wrong with the build quality. 

Tony Verkley 
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Jobs you wish you could forget... 


In the Late 1960s I was having a Lot of 
fun tuning my 848cc Mini and surprising 
a few peopLe with the resuLts. A 
coLLeague where I worked asked me if 
I couLd give my opinion on a Mini which 
his brother-in-Law had bought cheapLy 
as a runabout. When it arrived at my 
home after a 20 miLe journey, it was 
dear something was seriousLy wrong 
with the engine - there was LittLe oiL 
pressure and the exhaust smoked Like a 
two stroke engine. 

Looking back I shouLd have toLd him 
to take it back to the ‘deater,’ but I did 
not. The Mini had obviousLy had a hard 
Life with hoLes punched into the front of 
it to support driving Lamps and a brake 
servo in the front passenger footweLL. 
The body had been hand painted in a 
vivid orange coLour. Further examination 
reveaLed it to be a 1071 cc Cooper S. 

A price for Labour was agreed, and a 
few days Later the engine and gearbox 
were removed from the car. The engine 
bLock was sent off for reconditioning, 
then rebuiLt, reunited with the gearbox 
and instaLLed. ALL of this work was 
carried out with the Mini eLevated on 
home-made stands which just aLLowed 
a sLim 23 year oLd to get underneath. 

One of the fiddLy jobs when working 
on Minis is re-attaching the exhaust 


manifoLd to the cyLinder head. Some 
of the brass nuts are positioned such 
that a combination of socket, ring and 
open ended spanners are needed to 
tighten them. During this part of the 
job, a socket dropped behind the engine 
and couLd not be Located. We did not 
concern ourseLves as we were sure to 
find it when we moved the Mini. 

FinaLLy the engine was back in, the 
car was Lowered to the ground and 
pushed out of the garage for the start 
up. There was a singLe graunchy noise 
as the car was pushed onto the drive, 
and Lo and behoLd there was the socket 
on the fLoor. The engine fired up quite 
quickLy and the car was taken fora 
short run. We were reaLLy impressed 
with its performance, even at running 
in speeds. It was obvious that this was a 
different experience from an 848cc Mini. 

Then we noticed a smaLL pooL of 
engine oiL on the drive. Jacking up the 
car once again, the source of the oiL 
Leak was reveaLed. The errant socket 
had Lodged in the coupLing between the 
output shaft of the differentiaL and the 
driveshaft to the front offside wheeL. 

The graunchy noise we’d heard was 
the socket being forced into the rear 
of the gearbox, where it had formed a 
sLight depression and created a 1 in Long 


hairLine crack. 

There was onLy one course of action 
and that was to remove the engine and 
gearbox again. Anyone who has done 
that job can appreciate our mood. By 
a stroke of good fortune a workmate 
knew of a workshop that undertook 
aLuminium weLding and, despite it being 
a 60 miLe trip, we were overjoyed when 
they succeeded in seating the hairLine 
crack. The engine and gearbox were 
then instaLLed for the second time and 
I ran the car for a few days to check 
everything was OK. 

At that time a standard Mini produced 
34bhp with a top speed of 73mph. The 
1071 cc Cooper S we had refurbished 
seemed to have twice that power and 
wouLd spin its front wheeLs on wet roads 
with LittLe provocation. When the owner 
came to coLLect his car, we warned 
him to take it easy as the car he drove 
to us was markedLy different from the 
car he wouLd shortLy drive home. We 
subsequentLy heard that he soLd the 
Mini aLmost immediateLy because he 
found it intimidating to drive in town. 

The moraL of this sorry taLe is that 
if something can possibLy go wrong, 
then beLieve me it wiLL at some time 
go wrong. 

Terry Graham 


And another 
slight mishap... 

When I Left schooL, I became an 
apprentice at Jarvis of WimbLedon. At 
that time, aLL new cars soLd were given 
a pre-deLivery checkover. This invoLved 
checking oils, tyre pressures, wheeL 
aLignment, fitting number pLates, a 
generaL check around and fitting any 
extras the customer had ordered. 

I picked up a Minor 1000 from saLes 
and drove into the workshop. I carried 
out the usuaL checks, and fitted a wing 
mirror to the offside wing as ordered by 
the customer. ALL was OK, except that 
the apprentice next to me aLso picked 
up a Minor 1000, the same coLour 
as my one but his required two wing 
mirrors to be fitted. This he duLy did, 
except he fitted one to the offside wing 
on his car, the other he fitted to the 
nearside wing of the car I was working 
on. Oops! We Left the saLes department 
to sort that one out. David Brown 


The way it was 

In the January issue’s Chequered 
Rag, Andrew Roberts refLects on 
a time when driving was an art. He 
nostaLgicaLLy recaLLs how we grew up 
using a manuaL gearstick and cLutch 
pedaL, remembering that the first gear 
on most cars was not synchromesh. 
Chances are Andrew even knows how 
to doubLe de-cLutch, as most of us do 
who were driving 50 years ago. 

Andrew’s reminiscences overLooked 
the fact that without setf-parking 
wipers, with non-canceLLing indicators, 
a demister that entaiLed cranking a 
handLe to open the windscreen, no 
heated rear screen, static mirrors, 
fLoor operated main beam and 
semaphore trafficators, driving 
reaLLy was an art. Flowever, despite 
the absence of much of today’s 
technoLogy, driving back then was 
aLso seen as a recreation. The Sunday 
drive after going to church aLways 
ended at a pub. We chiLdren were not 
aLLowed in Licensed premises back 


then, so it wouLd be a packet of Smith’s 
crisps with the LittLe blue bag of saLt 
and a bottle of Vimto, which we had to 
consume outside. 

Nowadays a YB is a member of our 
family and of all of the technological 
advancements that have gone into 
cars since 1952 when our YB came off 
the production Line, there’s only one 
that I reaLLy miss - the design of the 
fuel filler neck on my car is such that 
you only know the tank is full when 
your shoes have petrol sloshed all over 
them. When it was new, of course, we 
bought our fuel in gallons and were 
served by an attendant, so our only 
inkling of a fuel splash would have 
been if we smelled it. But given the 
fact that our attendant would be busy 
cleaning the car’s windscreen, dipping 
the oil, checking tyre pressures and 
the water Level, all with a welcoming 
smile, it would just be a question of 
paying him and tipping him a couple of 
bob. I can’t ever remember filling my 
own car back then. 

Robert Taylor 


Please send Letters to: mg.edfakelsey.co.uk or by post to: MGE, Kelsey Media, Cudham Tithe Barn, Berrys Hill, Cudham, Kent TN16 3AG. 
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GRAHAM ROBSON 



hen this column appears 
in the spring of 2019, it will 
I emerge almost exactly 
I 90 years after the first 
MG sports cars were being built at 
Abingdon. That’s amazing to recall, 

I agree - especially as it also means 
that the last of the early-pedigree 
Midgets (the TC, that is) will be close 
to celebrating its 74th birthday, and 
that the traditional layout of MGs - 
simple ladder-style chassis frame 
with a beam front axle supported on 
half-elliptic leaf springs - was finally 
about to breathe its last. 

Although the basic layout of the TC 
Midget was almost the same as that 
of the original 1929 M-Type Midget, 

I reckon that the only carryover part 
which was shared between the two 
models was the octagonal-styled 
badge itself. This means that between 
1929 and 1949, that layout would 
have been subject to continuous 
change and (in almost everyway) 
improvement. 

In the recent past, too many 
ignorant people in too many noisy 
exchanges have suggested that this 
was always an old-fashioned way 
of designing and making cars. Even 
so, almost all those people (some 
of whom had an elevated opinion of 
themselves and their own standing 
in the world of motoring) forgot - or 
never even realised - that when it all 
began in 1929 this was still a state-of- 
the-art way of designing a two-seater 
sports car. In MG’s case it sufficed 
to set up a tradition, to help build 
a reputation, and to make money - 
when Cecil Kimber was not tempted to 
spend the profits on motor racing. 

And just to let a few statistics get 
in the way, I want to point out that 
in just 12 years from 1931 to 1949, 
(though we must never forget the six 
fallow years when the war stopped all 
private car building at Abingdon) MG 
built no fewer than 21,680 cars in the 
post M-Type Midget/Magnette series, 
all of which were based on that same 
simple type of ladder chassis frame. 

(I ought to make clear that this does 
not include the original M-Type Midget 
of 1929-1932 which used a different 


chassis frame, one that was little 
more than a modified Morris Minor 
saloon frame.) 

Not only that, but the structure 
lay hidden under at least a dozen 
models, some with several variations 
on the same theme, all backed by 
alphabetical titles ranging from 
C-Type (Montlhery) to TC. And 
according to the catalogues and 
worthy histories which have appeared, 
there were at least nine wheelbase 
lengths, with at least four different 
front track dimensions. All of these 
frames were designed and originally 
built in a mere five years from 1931 to 
1936, which makes one marvel at the 
productivity of Hubert Charles’ tiny 
engineering team. 

It was that eminent MG historian, 
Wilson McComb, when describing 
the origins of the C-Type Montlhery 
Midget, who noted that its chassis had 
originally been inspired by that of the 
contemporary French ‘Rally’ sports 
car, and summarised this remarkable 
achievement by saying the following: 
‘Thus was evolved the basic chassis 
frame that was to remain in use on 
MG Midgets for nearly twenty years. It 
incorporated some unusual but highly 
effective features...' 

It was not Charles, however, who 
drew up all these different frames, but 
his associate Jack Daniels, who many 
years later told me: ‘We had to be 
fast workers , because there was only 
Charles , Gibson, a new man called 
George Cooper and myself on drawing 
boards at Abingdon. I really became 
the specialist chassis draughtsman...' 

Jack carried out all the work of 
designing a derivative of the same 
basic frame, with pencil on paper, not 
to small-model scale but to full scale, 


> Grahams first car was an MG TA, 
which he used whilst he was a 
graduate trainee at Jaguar Cars. He 
started writing about cars in 1961, 
joined AUTOCAR in 1965, became 
an independent automotive 
historian in 1972, and has since 
sampled every type of MG, ancient 
and modern. He has also published 
more than 160 books, and countless 
magazine articles. 


and it seems that the very minimum 
of changes would be made from one 
frame layout to the next. That point 
was brought home by a study of the 
front axle track dimensions - 3ft 
6in, 3ft 9in and 4ft Oin appear time 
and time again. In fact, Jack also 
confirmed that once the basic frame 
had been proven, then no further 
stress calculations (or, frankly, 
estimates) were ever made, and in 
fact that there was no time for such 
niceties to be tackled. 

It was another noted design 
engineer (noted in the industry, that 
is), David Eley of Standard-Triumph, 
who once confirmed that the design of 
such frames was not an exact science, 
and could be completed very quickly 
indeed. Any fool’, he told me, ’could 
design a steel frame. All he had to 
do was see what had worked well in 
the past, have a word with the frame 
supplier, and go from there.’ 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if evolving 
new kit was as easy these days? GR 


MIT SUFFICED TO SET UP A TRADITION. TO HELP 
BUILD A REPUTATION AND TO MAKE MONEY - 
WHEN CECIL KIMBER WAS NOT TEMPTED TO 
SPEND THE PROFITS ON MOTOR RACING »f 
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BASED AT THE MG OWNERS’ CLUB 
HEADQUARTERS AT SWAVESEY, 
NEAR CAMBRIDGE,THE CLUB 


WORKSHOP OFFERS A COMPLETE 


RANGE OF SERVICES TO MEET ALL 
YOUR MG REQUIREMENTS 


4 WHEEL LASER ALIGNMENT EQUIPMENT 
AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE & RECHARGE 
TYRE FITTING & BALANCING 
TUNING & ENGINE MODIFICATION 
VEHICLE INSPECTION 
FULL OR PART RESTORATION 
BODYSHELL PREPARATION & PAINTING 
ACCIDENT RECOVERY & REPAIR 
ALL TYPES OF ELECTRICAL WORK 
RADIO FITMENT 

WINDSCREEN REPLACEMENT SERVICE 
FULL RETRIMMING SERVICE 
LOAN CARS 

OTHER CLASSIC MARQUES WELCOME 


MG Workshop 
Octagon House 
Swavesey 
Cambridge 
CB24 4QZ 



f $ MLi Rover 


UNIBU7T 




01954 234001 


mgworkshop@mgownersclub.co.uk 

www.mgworkshop.co.uk 











































Comment 


ROGER PARKER 


B ooking out of the window 
this February at blue 
sky, sunshine and record 
temperatures, the vagaries 
of British weather could not be 
better illustrated than by comparing 
this beautiful period of hood-down 
motoring weather with what we had 
exactly 12 months before, when what 
became known as the Beast from 
the East brought snow and sub-zero 
temperatures. However, what it does 
highlight is that there can be many 
great opportunities to drive our MGs in 
winter, so owners of cars that would 
normally sit under a cover in the 
garage until April miss out. 

Speaking of April, remember that 
in the UK cars first used or registered 
during 1978 can be reclassified as 
Historic to benefit from the zero duty 
rate from 1 st April 2019. Since taxing 
a Historic class car can only be done 
for a full 12 months and insurance 
is normally for a 12 month period 
as well, this means that when good 
weather appears in winter, the door 
is open for immediate and more 
enjoyable use of our classics. 

This is also a good time to remind 
owners of over-wintered carburettor 
cars that float chambers will have 
been full of modern fuel when parked 
up, and that during storage the fuel 
will have evaporated and left non¬ 
volatile elements to set within float 
chambers and small fuel passages. 
These deposits do not readily dissolve 
when in contact with fresh fuel and are 
often the root of poor running after a 
lay-up, but there is a relatively simple 
solution that can be described as a 
carb ‘spring clean.’ 

Importantly, I suggest that you do 
not switch the ignition on and let the 
fuel pump fill the float chambers. 
Instead, buy an aerosol of carburettor 
or choke cleaner spray with a plastic 
straw that sticks into the nozzle. 
Assuming the carbs are SUs, then 
remove the dashpots and pistons. 

Give all the exposed inner surfaces a 
quick spray and wipe, but the more 
important move is to insert the plastic 
straw into the top of each main jet and 
give a good three second spray. This 
will flush back into the float chamber, 


which is why an empty chamber is 
better. Repeat a couple of minutes 
later, then remove the fuel lines 
feeding the float chambers and give a 
couple of seconds spray in through the 
float valves, (just the front carb on HIF 
carbs with impossible rear access). 
This should remove any residues, and 
on reassembly the engine should run 
cleanly, although it may be a little 
rough for the first few seconds as the 
residues and cleaning fluid are burnt 
and replaced by fresh fuel. 

Moving on, how many of you 
remember VNUK? This is the case 
that was brought before the European 
Court of Justice in 2014 following a 
farm yard accident in Slovenia where 
Mr Vnuk was knocked off a ladder 
by a reversing tractor and trailer. 

The judgement based on current 
EU law stunned almost everyone in 
its seismic implications that every 
single vehicle (road and non-road 
types) would need to be continuously 
insured, anything from a Formula 1 
car all the way down to a motorised 
bin, even if it was a rusting hulk. Such 
a monster of a decision could kill off 
so much of our motoring activity as 
insurance would be impossible to 
obtain or costs would be prohibitive, 
and all because of a careless tractor 
driver and open wording in law! 

Well, now we have had the positive 
news that MEPs voted to introduce a 
series of amendments to the proposed 
new Motor Insurance Directive (MID) 
that covers the EU legislation in this 
area, and most importantly they 
have added clauses that will, if it is 
continued into law, minimise the 
effects of that VNUK court decision. 
The important aspects are in the new 
wording where it says: ‘only vehicles 
used in traffic need third party 



> Roger Parker is a former 
policeman whose technical skill 
and wide experience of MGs form 
the backbone of our own Technical 
Q&A pages. 


insurance.’ That separates the use of 
vehicles that are not used on roads 
to those that are, while ‘dual use’ 
vehicles, (for example vehicles that 
may be used for weekend motorsport 
but driven on the road at other times,) 
would only require insurance when 
being used ‘in traffic.’ Lastly there 
is the exemption for all vehicles 
used exclusively in a non-traffic 
environment that would include for 
example dedicated race vehicles. 

However, there remains one quite 
significant hurdle to be overcome 
before this becomes EU law in that 
it all has to be agreed by the EU 
Council of Ministers later in 2019, so 
all those active participants involved 
in getting to this positive stage rightly 
warn that the job is not yet done and 
pressure still needs to be applied 
to EU governments to ensure these 
amendments are adopted. 

Finally this month I would like to 
say, a very sincere thank you and 
fond farewell to our editor Simon 
who is moving on to new pastures. 

His tremendous stewardship of 
this publication over the last 13 
years, (where has that time gone?), 
has raised it to the high position 
it currently occupies and I wish 
him every success with his new 
publication, Classics Monthly. RP 


kk TAXING A HISTORIC CLASS CAR CAN ONLY BE 
DONE FOR A FULL 12 MONTHS. SO WHEN GOOD 
WEATHER APPEARS IN WINTER. THE DOOR IS 
OPEN FOR IMMEDIATE USE OF OUR CLASSICS f » 
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BROWN & GAMMONS 

FIRST FOR EVERYTHING MG! 


MGF/TF WATER 
LEVEL SENSOR KIT 


TOYO 330 TYRES Great deals available now on 

these tyres. 


BROWN & GAMMONS 



Developed by us to help detect 
the signs of the dreaded head 
gasket failure. Alerts with a 
buzzer and a light 

BGFllll £167.95 

MG K SERIES 
RE INFORCED BLOCK 

Our new re-inforced K Series 
cylinder block is a must for all 
performance engines but is also 
ideal for customers wanting to build - 
a reliable road engine. 

£390.00 


BGK1000 


MGB 
BANJO 

AXLE END KIT 

Convert worn wire wheel axles I 
disc wheel axles with this kit 


STOCKISTS 


OFMAHLE 


M0T0RSP0RT 


SHELLS FOR 


THE K-SERIES 


ENGINE 



£942.00 


*£ MG WORKSHOP 





Service & MoT 
Accident repair 
All warranty & 
insurance work 
Full Diagnostic 
Analysis 
Performance 
Upgrades 
Accessory Fitting 
Bodywork 
Paintshop 
4-wheel alignment 
Tyre fitting on site 


Wheel Balancing 
(inc wire wheels) 
Full or Part 
restorations 
Competition 
Preparation 
Air conditioning 
recharge 
Car Storage 
Also cater for BMW 
Mini & most 
classic cars 


MG TD, TF & MGA - 165/80x15 
£69.95 each 

£264.00 set of 4 
MGB - 165/80x14 
£65.95 each 

£248.00 set of 4 


MGB STEE 


CRANKSHAFT 


Beautifully 


manufactured 


for us in the 
UK from EN40 
Billet Steel 


8G2750STEEL 


£1999 


Designed and manufactured by us 

MGA/MGB GAC1500BG £59.95 
MG TA/TB/TC GAC1502BG £59.95 

Car Sales, Parts Sales, 
Workshop & enquiries 

u, 01462 490049 

Fax: 01462 896167 sales@ukmgparts.com 
18 High Street, Baldock, Herts, SG7 6AS 
Visitors welcome oo P m 

All prices are correct at time of going to press but may be subject to 
change. 

PLEASE MENTION THIS ADVERT WHEN PLACING YOUR 
ORDER TO OBTAIN THESE PRICES All orders subject to 
availability. All prices include VAT @20%. CARRIAGE EXTRA 
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ImRHLE 


.MAIN DEALER 


MGR V8 1993 



Oxford Blue, one of the original 
dealer demonstrators. Stone Beige 
leather interior, loads of history. Just 
had full respray, refurbed wheels, 

refurbed interior etc £27,495 I 


MGB GT 1981 



Only 52,000 miles from new. Snap¬ 
dragon Yellow with Grey deckchair 
seats, History. MoT. Just had full 
respray in our workshops. 

£8,995 I 


MGB ROADSTER 19771 



British Racing Green with Black 
leather interior, walnut dash, door 
cappings and door pulls, wire 
wheels, loads of history, just had full 
service in our workshops £9 995 I 

MGMIDGE^974 



I Glacier White with Autumn leaf inte- 
1 rior, just been through our workshops 
I for full service inc new brakes, Lots 
I of history £10,995 

MGB 1965 



Rebuilt 1990 using Heritage shell by 
us as featured in Practical Classics 
book. Black leather seats with red 
piping, chrome w/wheels, o/drive 

£20, 9951 

MG TC 1949 1 



Ex USA car, red leather interior, 
beige hood and side screens. Lovely 
example of this car, drives beautifully. I 

l. MoT exempt £32,500 | 


For up-to-date listings 
on our cars for sale visit 
www.ukmgparts.com 
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Comment 


JOHN NIKAS 


ack Boatman wanted a 
classic roadster. Back in 
1983, the English teacher 
had purchased a barely 
year-old Alfa Romeo Spider from the 
proverbial little old lady, with only 13 
miles registered on the odometer. 
Rather than serving as a weekend 
runabout, Zack drove the car every 
day, amassing some 250,000 miles 
over the ensuing 27 years. When news 
arrived that a baby was on the way in 
2010, however, the beloved red sports 
car was sold to help pay for all the 
things that come with a new child. 

Over the past decade, Zack has been 
saving his pennies to facilitate the 
purchase of another convertible, but 
family emergencies always seemed to 
arise at the crucial moment, depleting 
the fund and setting his dream back 
further into the future. At last, with 
a few thousand dollars finally in the 
bank, Zack recently started to scan 
the classified adverts in Santa Fe, New 
Mexico for something inexpensive. 

Thankfully, Zack has a friend 
named TG Mittler, a local enthusiast 
with an enviable motoring collection 
that includes a Ferrari 250 LWB 
California Spyder, Jaguar D-type and 
a Cunningham C2R that ran at the 24 
Flours of Le Mans in 1951. With TG 
alongside him to examine potential 
candidates, Zack started his search in 
earnest, considering and checking out 
almost every cheap sports car in the 
state, but nothing seemed promising 
enough to justify an offer. 

Then, while TG was away on 
business, Zack heard about a 1977 
MGB in the local area. Fie immediately 
called his friend, who implored him to 
wait until both could inspect the car, 
warning him about Lucas electrics 
and bodies riddled with hidden rust. 
Displaying an impatience more 
typically seen in a high school student, 
Zack couldn’t wait for his friend’s 
return, heading out the door almost as 
soon as the conversation ended. 

On first sight, it looked like a 
vehicle that had obviously been loved, 
displaying evidence that indicated 
indoor storage and an unworn, 
original interior. Uncertain whether 


to pull the trigger, Zack started to 
walk away when the owner said the 
fateful words: ‘Make me an offer.’ 
Digging into his pocket, the teacher 
responded: ‘I only have $800 (about 
£500) in cash.’ Surprisingly, the MGB’s 
owner accepted the sum and Zack was 
soon driving a new sports car home to 
replace the long-lost Alfa Romeo. 

I’m hearing this story from TG while 
we’re seated around a table in the bar 
at the Ritz-Carlton hotel in Amelia 
Island, Florida, home of the annual 
concours d’elegance that marks the 
start of the American classic car 
season. TG related the proceedings 
with a broad smile across his freckled 
face, incredulous that anyone would 
buy a British sports car without some 
form of expert assistance. I lean 
forward and ask what the car was 
really like once the euphoria from its 
initial purchase had worn off. 

‘You wouldn’t believe it,’ TG said. 
‘Zack drove the car to my house and 
it looked fantastic. Under the bonnet 
were a pair of SU carburettors instead 
of the dual Zenith-Stromberg 175 
CDSEs that were fitted when new. 
Those alone were worth what he paid, 
but the rest of the car was totally 
original and in great shape.’ 

After returning home, I called Zack 
who supplied the rest of the details. 

All the car needed was a new fuel 
pump,’ he said. ‘I took my daughter 
out for a drive this past weekend and 
she was not very excited at first, but 
as soon as we returned, she asked: 

“I get this car when I’m old enough to 
drive, right?” She was a total fan of the 
experience, grinning from ear to ear 
as the wind rushed through her hair.’ 

It thrills me to hear stories like 
this, providing me with hope that 



> Born into a family that 
cherished the Sacred Octagon, 
John has dedicated his life to 
British sports cars. He owns and 
races examples from various 
marques, has written numerous 
books and articles, and helped 
create the British Sports Car 
Hall of Fame. 


bargains still exist, given enough 
time and a little touch of luck. With 
so many examples of the MGB built, 
there are probably thousands of cars 
like Zack’s out there waiting to be 
discovered. Although he had initially 
wanted another Alfa Romeo, Zack is 
an MG convert now, delighted at the 
little roadster’s simplicity, lacking the 
Italian’s complex petrol injection and 
twin overhead camshafts. 

In many ways, an MGB is the perfect 
classic sports car - easy to maintain 
at home, with readily available, 
inexpensive parts and a driving 
experience equal to anything else 
on the market. Drop the hood, step 
on the accelerator, and the British 
roadster lacks nothing compared to 
an Alfa Romeo Spider or even more 
modern vehicles like the Mazda 
MX5. So now there’s a new member 
of the MG fraternity out there in the 
New Mexican desert, proof that the 
marque’s appeal remains universal. 
We welcome Zack to the brotherhood 
and look forward to seeing him on the 
road; maybe his daughter will even get 
her turn behind the wheel too. JN 


ft MY DAUGHTER WAS NOT VERY EXCITED AT 
FIRST, BUT AS SOON AS WE RETURNED HOME 
SHE ASKED: 7 GET THIS CAR WHEN I'M OLD 
ENOUGH TO DRIVE. RIGHT?' 99 
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Parts & Accessories 



Clutches £ 

MGA from 189.95 

MGB from 104.95 

MGB Roller Bearing 29.95 

Midget 1275 from 74.95 

Midget 1500 from 74.95 

MGF 119.95 

Fuel Pumps £ 

SU (Mechanical Points, Neg. Earth) from 89.95 
Hardi Electronic (Dual Polarity) from 64.75 



Water Pumps 

MGA 

V8 

MGB 

MGC 

Midget 1098,1275 
Midget 1500 
MGF/TF from 


r M 


Parts Order Lines 1 


Brake Parts £ 

MGB Disc & Pad Kit (Standard) 39.95 

MGB Disc & Pad Kit (Six Slot, Mintex Pads) 74.95 
Midget Disc & Pad Kit (standard) 35.95 

MGF/TF Front Disc & Pad Kit (standard) 69.95 

MGF/TF Rear Disc & Pad Kit (standard) 69.95 

Brake Drums (each) from 10.85 

MGB Caliper (New) 39.95 

Midget Caliper (New) 39.95 

MGA Caliper (New) 59.95 

MGC Caliper (New) 59.95 

Shoe Sets from 9.95 

Shoe Fit Kits from 8.95 

Wheel Cylinders from 8.45 

Flandbrake Cables from 10.75 


£ 

27.95 

69.95 

24.95 

59.95 

14.95 

29.95 

16.95 



Radiators £ 

MGA 159.95 

MGB Rear Fill 159.95 

MGB Centre Fill 129.95 

MGB 76 on 129.95 

MGC 164.95 

MGBV8 159.95 

Midget X-Flow 104.95 

Midget V-Flow 139.95 

Midget 1500 126.95 

MGB Heater Matrix (standard) 49.95 

MGB Heater Matrix (uprated) 64.25 

Midget Round Matrix 69.95 

MGF Heater Matrix 59.95 


Stub Axles £ 

MGB Pre-set (New) 129.95 

MGB Pre-set with Needle Roller Bearing 99.95* 
MGB Pre-set Standard 69.95* 

Midget Pre-set Standard 69.95* 

* (Exchange Surcharge Applies) 



Rear Leaf Spring Kits 

MGB Rd C/B & R/B 
MGB GT C/B & R/B 
MGBGTV8 
Midget 1275cc/1500cc 


£ 

119.95 

119.95 
154.75 

144.95 


(Includes Bushes & Fitting Kit worth £14.95) 



Parabolic Rear Spring Kit £ 

MGB Roadster Chrome Bumper Banjo 204.95 
MGB Roadster Chrome Bumper Tube 204.95 

MGB GT Chrome Bumper 204.95 

MGB Roadster Rubber Bumper 204.95 

MGB GT Rubber Bumper 204.95 

MGB GT V8 Chrome Bumper 204.95 

MGB GT V8 Rubber Bumper 204.95 

(Free Urethane Bushes & Fitting Kit worth £44.95) 

All Prices Include VAT 


*4+44 (0)1954 230928 


MON - FRI 8:30- 17:30 
SAT 9:00- 12:00 


SECURE AND FAST ORDERING - UK EXPRESS DELIVERY & WORLDWIDE DESTINATIONS 

mgocspares.co.uk 


MGOC Spares & Accessories, Octagon House, Swavesey, Cambridge CB24 4QZ, UK sales@mgocspares.co.uk 




E WORLD'S LARGEST SINGLE MARQUE CLUB 

TODAY 


JOIN THE 
MG OWNERS' 
CLUB FOR AN 
UNRIVALLED RANGE 
OF EXCELLENT 
BENEFITS 



Full colour monthly magazine 

Free technical and purchase advice line 

Agreed value insurance schemes 

Quality spares and accessories 

Vast range of regalia, books and manuals 

Specialist mg repair & restoration workshop 

Exclusive discounted travel opportunities and much more 


mgownersclub.co.uk 01954 231125 

Octagon House, I Over Road, Swavesey, Cambridge CB24 4Q2 © sr R 










| fter BMC Launched the 
MGB GT at the 1965 London 
Motor Show, in their review 
I Autocar magazine said of 
the Coupe that it ‘makes friends right 
away through its good looks and the 
exceptional practicality of its body' 
These superior qualities were dearly 
not lost on the late Chief Constable 
Sir George Terry CBE CStJ QPM DL, 
who had a great affinity with the Police 
Traffic Division. One of the youngest 
to hold the post of Chief Constable, 
he arrived at East Sussex the same 
year as the GT was introduced and 
immediately set about implementing 


a programme of modernizing reforms, 
improving communication systems and 
introducing motor scooters for women 
police officers. It was he who initiated 
the plan to include two of the elegant 
and dashing MGB GTs into the fleet of 
Traffic vehicles, arguably all done to 
enhance public awareness and create 
positive publicity. 

A critical component in Terry’s ideas 
was to add a degree of elegance and 
panache to his force; not only would 
the MGB GT play this part admirably, 
it would be crewed by a team of young 
head-turning female police officers 
kitted out in fashionable length skirts 


and black driving boots as part of their 
uniforms. One of these ladies was Joy 
Parks. Here, she takes us back to how 
it all began. 

‘I was born and raised in 
Ashburnham and later lived in Catsfield 
near the historic East Sussex town of 
Battle,’ explains Joy. As a youngster I 
was besotted with horses and dreamt 
one day of owning my own. But I quickly 
realized that some of those who owned 
horses were not my kind of people, 
and what’s more the pay as a riding 
instructor and groom was dreadful.’ 

From a young age Joy says she 
always had a sense of authority and 
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Police BGT 


although her brother worked on cars, 
her interest in motor vehicles was 
largely self generated. Interestingly, 
the person who taught me to drive 
was an ex-Police Officer and I quickly 
realised I really enjoyed driving,’ she 
related. My first car was a sit-up-and- 
beg sidevalve Ford, which I bought 
locally for twelve shillings and sixpence. 
I then progressed to owning a Triumph 
Herald Coupe.’ 

The probation period on joining 
the police force was two years, which 
involved working with various divisions 
including CID, the control room and 
a period on Traffic Division. ‘In 1967 
the Chief Constable Sir George Terry 
decided to deploy two WPCs on Traffic, 

I saw it as a great opportunity and 
applied,’ she continues. ‘Hazel decided 
to transfer too, but before we were 
accepted we had to go out and drive 
the MG with a Traffic Sergeant to see 
how we handled the car. Naturally, in 
comparison to the Ford and the Herald 
it felt much faster and handled so much 
better. Once it was agreed that we’d 
join Traffic and before we went on any 
courses, we were mentored by one of 
the male officers.’ 

Joy and Hazel did their initial police 
training together at Ryton on Dunsmore 
near Coventry before moving on to 
their intermediate training in Yorkshire, 
returning to Coventry for their final 
instruction. They moved into the Traffic 
Division on the same day just as their 
probationary period was coming to 
an end in November 1967. This was 
followed by a month’s driving course 
at the Kent Police Driving School in 
Maidstone. ‘I was able to drive cars like 
Jaguar, Humber and Wolseley. Hazel 
and I both achieved a class 3 level 
pass, the highest possible grade on the 
course,’ she says proudly. 

From then on they were each crewed 
with a male officer until early in 1968, 
when they were subsumed into the 


of right and wrong, coupled with a 
feeling of empathy with victims of crime 
and dishonesty. She also harboured 
a desire for wearing a uniform while 
helping people in such situations, so 
aged 18 she joined the police as a 
Special Constable. ‘Wearing a uniform 
does give you a degree of confidence,’ 
she continues. ‘The Force is well 
disciplined, I am a very disciplined kind 
of person and thrived on thinking on 
my feet and dealing with issues as they 
arose. I was doing what I loved - being 
outside, meeting people and engaging 
with the public.’ 

Joy enjoyed her part time role so 


much that in November 1965 she joined 
the police on probation as a full time 
officer. ‘At the time there was a height 
regulation for women of 5ft 4in, and 
when I went to police headquarters to 
take my exams I was measured and 
found to be 5ft 3V2in. However, they said 
I might grow and waived the restriction! 
In fact, the only thing against me 
joining up was that my father was not in 
favour, though I never asked him why.’ 
Coincidentally, it was on that day in 
November that Joy was to meet up with 
Hazel Lane, who would become her 
crew mate in the MGB later. 

Looking back, Joy says today that 


» 
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« Sussex Constabulary based at Police 
HQ in Lewes. (The title changed again 
in 1974 when it became simply Sussex 
Police.) One incident she did experience 
while in training with a male colleague 
was responding to a car accident where 
the passenger had been thrown out of 
the car, still in her seat and wearing a 
safety belt. That was nasty. 

Joy and Hazel’s first MGB GT was a 
1966 model, registration HPM 921D. 

‘It had a large steering wheel but no 
power steering and it was very heavy, 
but at that time we didn’t know any 
different,’ she recalls. ‘Once we’d 
settled into the job we began to realize 
just how lucky we were - not many 
young girls of our age in those days got 
to drive an MGB.’ 


The car was remarkably standard 
in view of its role as a vehicle for 
Traffic duties, the only concession to 
its unusual task being the installation 
of a fog light fitted to the nearside of 
the front bumper and a wing mirror 


attached to the offside front wing. In 
fact, as delivered to the Division the car 
had no roof-mounted POLICE display 
beacon, this device being specially 
designed later by Traffic Sergeant 
Frank Wren-Hanley together with 
the addition of two-tone reflective 
door panels. These additions were 
given the go-ahead by CC Terry and 
representatives from BMC, and became 
standard wear for all future Sussex 
MGB GTs so that other motorists could 
see when they were being followed! 

The police MGB GT had to carry 
a full complement of Traffic ‘tools’, 
which included two Bardic Lamps, a 
fire extinguisher, two flashing warning 
lamps and casualty blankets, six road 
cones and various signs and other 
equipment as well as the original 
breathalyser unit. All had to be specially 
stored to fit into the B’s restricted load 
area. What’s more, with the exception 
of the shallow rear seat back rest there 
was no barrier to stop the load from 
tumbling forward under heavy braking. 



ABOVE: Officers had to cram a lot of equipment into the back of the BGT, and owner 
John Parks has diligently collected the lot for his genuine ex-police example. 


BAP886K 

The ex-Police Traffic Division MGB GT 
used in our photos is owned by police 
car enthusiast John Parks. His mission 
to own an ex-Traffic Division MGB GT 
began in 1999 when he started creating 
a replica of 0PM 64M, a 1974 model. He 
found a white 74 GT with Rostyle wheels 
and began collecting the additional 
components needed to equip the car, 
such as a radio, breathalyser equipment 
and so on, through visiting shows. 

‘However, in 2003 a serving Police 
Officer telephoned me to say that he 
had found an original ex-Police MGB GT, 
which was being advertised for sale in 
Enjoying MG magazine,’ explains John. 
‘At the time I was very pleased with the 
replica police car I’d put together as it 
had an over-bored engine and black 
leather seats. Although I couldn’t find 
any photos of the car for sale in service, 


I did have illustrations of sister cars and 
the desire to own the real thing won; 
after a little negotiation, I bought it.’ 

Sadly, no sooner had John begun 
to drive it back to Hull from Brighton 
than he realized his mistake. ‘It was 
awful; poor performance, very little oil 
pressure, and no overdrive. Someone 
had fitted a veneer dashboard, so the 
first thing I did was to remove the panel 
from the glovebox to check that it had 
two fixing holes to take the fleet number 
plate. The other tell-tale sign that it was 
a product of MG’s Special Tuning was 
an ammeter fitted where the overdrive 
switch is normally located.’ 

Having bought the real thing, John 
moved many of the components across 
to it from the 74 replica. ‘A couple of 
months after I bought the original, a 
friend and I fitted an overdrive gearbox 
and later another friend gave it a quick 


respray. A week afterwards I attended 
Eastbourne 999 show, where few people 
realised it wasn’t the replica that I’d 
displayed at previous events.’ 

Working for the NHS, John says he 
would generally offer assistance at road 
traffic accidents, although he’s loathe to 
stop when he’s driving BAP, his police 
MGB, in case people get the wrong idea. 
‘On one occasion I was on my way up 
the M18 motorway and about to join the 
eastbound carriageway of the M62 when 
I noticed a sports car jammed under 
the lefthand side barrier. I stopped, and 
while waiting for assistance the driver 
said: ‘I saw a patch of water, spun a 
few times, hit the central reservation 
and ended up wedged on the near side. 
Finally, when my head had stopped 
spinning I spotted a 1970s police car 
backing up. I thought I’d time-travelled, 
just like in the TV show, Life on Marsl’ 
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ABOVE: 1800ccs made the small MGB 
quite a performer by 1960s standards. 
LEFT: Extra communications gear had 
to be squeezed into the cramped cabin. 



could only be adjusted fore and aft, 
so I drove using a cushion. Also, the 
suspension on our MG wasn’t stiffened 
until later, despite the amount of heavy 
equipment we carried. This became 
a problem when driving at speed over 
uneven ground when the exhaust often 
suffered. Also, with the added weight in 
the rear the MG could easily slide round 
in icy conditions.’ MG’s Special Tuning 
Department did make two upgrades - 
dim-dip lighting and fitting a calibrated 
speedometer. However, economies 
were made by the exclusion of head 
rests, heated rear window and carpets. 

If their male colleagues thought 
that Joy and Hazel were excused the 
duties of looking after their sleek 
white police car, they were mistaken. 
Included in their duties were washing 
and polishing, and de-greasing the 
engine bay along with checking and 
maintaining tyres, and inspecting the 
battery for corrosion and the removal of 
verdigris and greasing terminals. 


‘During those early days with the 
MG we went on a number of photo 
shoots for the force and local media for 
publicity,’ remembers Joy. ‘We were 
also sent to various Traffic sections 
to show our faces. I think some of the 
male officers weren’t sure about us 
appearing on their patch driving an MG. 
Those days were a little difficult with 
court appearances, but once we joined 
a specific Traffic department things 
improved. Following further training at 
Maidstone Driving School we qualified 
as Vehicle Examiners and were able to 
give expert evidence in court.’ 

In those far off non-PC days, perhaps 
because of their novelty value the 
pair did get the nicknames of the 
Petticoat Patrol and Sussex Dollies. 
However, despite these disparaging 
comments Joy and Hazel were 
still expected to react to 
any kind of call. Apart 
from road accidents and 
other motoring issues, 
these might also involve 
attending a crime scene 
where who knew what 
they might have to face 
on arrival. 

Like the men, the WPC’s 
shift pattern ran from 6am to 
2pm, 2pm to 10pm, and the last 
extending from 6pm to 2am. ‘On one 
occasion Hazel and I were out on patrol 
and got a report that a man was waiving 
a knife at motorists in the Plumpton 
area. We were two girls with no back 
up, tasked to go and investigate. We 
found him, he was standing in the 
middle of the road with the knife behind 
his back and we had to force the knife 
from him. But as part of the training 
we had done self defence, so were 
able to take care of ourselves. In stark 
contrast, when I look at TV programmes 


nowadays and see a similar situation, 
there’s invariably a huge armed 
response.’ 

Reinforcing the point, Joy continues: 
‘If we’d had to deal with an incident, 
which meant that one of us had to go 
back to HQ to write a report, the other 
would go back out as a single crew, 
even up to 2am. On one occasion I 
was just about to go off shift when 
I was tasked with responding to a 
head-on collision just outside Lewes 
town centre. In those days you could 
ask members of the public to help 
by putting out traffic control signs. 

That was another instance when I 
was confronted with the ‘Blimey, it’s a 
woman’ reaction. I found guns in the 
boot, and although they were legal I had 
to take them back to the station.’ 
One downside to spending 
up to eight hours behind 
the wheel of the MG 
was the driving 
position. ‘The seats 
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« In mid-1968 Joy and Hazel were 
back at school to take their advanced 
driving course, where they both passed 
to class 1 standard, the first female 
drivers to achieve this impressive result 
in England. ‘Among the things we 
learnt was to look ahead, to visualize 
what might happen and to carry out a 
running commentary all the time we 
were driving. It encouraged you to spot 
something that could occur in advance 
when driving at high speed. In fact, I 
still find myself doing it now. Having 
completed the course it gave us the 
confidence to know that we could drive 
the MG in any conditions at any speed.’ 

In fact, the MG wasn’t the only car 
they drove. ‘On occasions, perhaps 
when the MG was off the road in the 
workshops, we had the chance to drive 
a Mkll Ford Cortina Lotus, a favourite 
of mine apart from the MG, and a MkIV 
Zephyr which had a tiny boot and a 
huge bonnet. It was a dreadful car, 
and used to wallow with all the added 
weight in the boot.’ 

That year the old timer, HPM 921D, 
(where is that car now?) was replaced 
and Joy and Hazel were presented with 
a brand new BGT off the production 
line, registration SPM 465G, and with 
it came the novelty of running-in 
the engine, driving it many miles in 
the process. This car featured twin 
spotlights, twin wing mirrors and 
reflective POLICE insignias on the 
doors. Later still BAP 885K joined the 
fleet. By then, and due to the success 
of WPCs on Traffic, the number of lady 
officers in the department had risen to 
something like 8-10. 

‘Had we not have been in Traffic, it’s 
probable that as WPCs we would have 


ABOVE: Light boxes and foglights were among the minimal extra equipment. The 
small rear seat was all that kept the police gear in the boot from flying forwards. 


been tasked with dealing mainly with 
children and women, and those kind 
of jobs, which just weren’t the same,’ 
smiles Joy. ‘I never dreaded going to 
work, no two days were the same.’ 

A few years after they had set up 
as a crew working out of Lewes, the 
pairwere split up and Hazel mentored 
another WPC in Brighton while Joy was 
put with another WPC and remained 
at Lewes. ‘Overall, my time with MGs 
lasted for six years,’ says Joy, ‘until I 
left the force in 1972.’ 

Spending up to 16 hours a day on the 
road, Police MGB GTs led a hard life, 
their time in the hands of the garage 
mechanics being increased because of 
their appetite for exhaust systems and 
other components caused by their low 
ride height and being driven 
toward the end of the 
performance envelope. 

As their odometers 
approached 80,000 


miles they were auctioned off. 

Looking back, was there anything 
about her time as a female driving a 
sports car in Traffic Division during 
the mid 1960s that Joy would alter, 

I wondered? 

‘There is definitely one thing,’ 
she says firmly. ‘I would not make 
it compulsory for women to wear a 
skirt. On one occasion there was a 
motorcyclist in a ditch and although 
I did climb down to help, wearing a 
skirt made it very difficult. Female 
Police Officers today don’t know how 
lucky they are wearing trousers. On 
another occasion Hazel and I chased 
a stolen car near Lewes. We found it 
abandoned, and the driver had fled over 
a fence and down into woodland. There 
was no chance of chasing the culprit 
successfully wearing a skirt!’ 
Grasping the nature and 
value of two WPCs driving 
an MGB GT during the 
1960s may well be difficult 
from this distance of time, 
and certainly it is all a 
far cry from today’s 21st 
century policing culture. 
However, under CC Terry’s 
leadership, some 47 MGs 
were deployed across East and 

West Sussex overall. This meant 
they were not crewed exclusively by 
WPCs. They were also run concurrently 
with an MGB GT V8 (GOF 88L) under 
assessment. While undoubtedly faster, 
this version still suffered from the same 
cramped cabin conditions of its smaller 
engined stablemates. 

As for Joy and Hazel, they can look 
back with pride on being not only the 
first WPCs to drive an MGB GT, but for 
blazing a trail in the Traffic Division. ® 
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ALL PRICES INCLUDE AT 20% AND ARE CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS 
OPENING TIMES - MON - FRI 9am-5pm - SATURDAY & SUNDAY Closed 
PLEASE SEE WEBSITE FOR LATEST CATALOGUE DOWNLOADS AND SPECIAL OFFERS. 


wood rim steering 
wheel and bos 
from £124.95 
available in 13” 

14” and 15” 


on* 


Reconditioned 
MGBHS4 
or H1F4 
carburettors 
available 
from £325.00 
exchange 


Telescopic 
* absorber 
ont kits £2V 


mgb 14” chrome tubless 
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Magnette 


A SOUND INVESTMENT 


Would you spend over £30,000 restoring a car that only cost you 
£117 in the first place? The idea might sound like madness, but for 
Barrie and Sheila Hope it has proven to be money well spent. 

We’ll let Barrie explain why. 



I s a teenager, I always wanted 
an MG even though my father 
was a Vauxhall man. And 
I surprisingly I wasn’t lusting 
after something sporty like an MGA, 
but after a ZB Magnette. So when I 
graduated and got my first job in 1965, 
my father took me on a long Magnette 
hunt from our pit village of Horden to 
Chester-le-Street, Sunderland and 
Newcastle, then back to Hartlepool, 
Stockton and Middlesbrough. We finally 
located one in Middlesbrough, a two- 
tone blue 1958 Varitone, but by the time 
we spotted it in a showroom, the garage 
had closed for the night. 

So I went back the next day and 
clinched the deal for £279, which 
seemed like a fortune at the time. 

Sheila and I got married a month later, 
and we drove up to the Lake District 
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in the Magnette for our honeymoon. 
Both of us loved the car from the very 
beginning, and it was our only transport 
for the next four years. We only sold 
it when a colleague at work said his 
neighbour had just inherited one that 
was in great condition. As our car was 
starting to show its age, I went to have 
a look. It was another 1958 ZB Varitone, 
but this time in Maroon and Beige. It 
had around 38,000 miles on the clock 
and the main sign of wear was some 
thinning of the paint where the previous 
owner had polished it to death! After 
much haggling, I beat the seller down 
from £120 - but only as far as £117 10s. 


PJG 590 made its entrance onto 
our drive on 10th May 1969, the day 
before our son Peter was christened, 
and for the next five years it was our 
daily runabout. Unfortunately, in 1974 
the car failed its MoT because of a 
small amount of corrosion on the front 
passenger footwell, caused by a small 
petrol leak loosening the underseal 
and allowing water to get in. As it was 
going to cost all of £25 to repair, I said to 
Sheila: ‘Let’s lay it up for a while and 
restore it some time.’ 

Little did I know then that 
‘some time’ would be 33 
years later - we’ve got 






Magnette 



pictures of Peter in the car as a toddler, 
and now he is 50! In fact, the restoration 
very nearly never happened at all. In 
2005 I had decided that we would sell 
the car, and whilst on holiday in Norfolk 
and Suffolk we went to a gathering of 
the MG Car Club’s Magnette Register 
at the legendary Magnette couple, John 
and Lou Shorten, armed with pictures 
of our car to see if anyone would be 
interested in buying it. 

Sheila thought this might be foolish, 
but my resolve was firm - PJG 590 
would go to a good home. Fortunately 
there were some really nice Magnettes 
there which had been restored by John 
Shorten, and my resolve turned out not 
to be quite as firm as I had believed. In 
fact, it just seemed to evaporate. I don’t 
think I even got the pictures out, but 
booked the Magnette in with John for 
a full restoration. 


I had bought driver’s side front and 
both rear wings plus front and rear 
doors in the late 1960s/early 1970s, 
paying something like £10 each, which 
today would be worth an absolute 
fortune. I’d also cut the bootlid out 
of a scrap car many years previously 
because ours had a ding in it, so we 
were off to a good start. And John is a 
genius at rebuilding Magnettes, so even 
though it looked a sorry mess to me 
after it had been blasted, he reckoned 
he had seen much worse. 

While John was tackling the body, he 
sent the engine off to a local specialist, 
The Norwich Engine Centre, for 
rebuilding, with the cylinder head being 
converted for unleaded fuel. John did 
ask me if there were any other upgrades 
I wanted to make during the restoration, 
but I have power steering, power brakes 
and everything else on my modern 
car, so told him I didn’t want any of 
that on the Magnette. 


concessions to modernity were to fit 
flashing orange rear indicators (when 
you rely on a flashing red brake light, 
people just think your light is on the 
blink) and inertia-reel seat belts front 
and back, plus later an electronic 
ignition when we got fed up with the 
points and condenser letting us down. 

Mind you, I did wonder initially if we 
had done the right thing - the first time 
I drove it afterwards, I thought they had 
forgotten to connect up the brakes! The 
problem was that I’d not had a classic 
since taking the Magnette off the road 
back in 1974, and all the modern cars 
since then had spoiled me with their 
mod cons. If you move gradually every 
two or three years to a new car then you 
don’t notice the changes so much, but 
if you go straight from a 2005 car to a 
1958 one, it is a real shock. 

Meanwhile, the paint - the original 
colours in cellulose rather than two- 
pack - had been done by Kevin Webb in 
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ABOVE AND RIGHT: The original leather on the seats was thoroughly cleaned\ 
nourished, repaired and recoloured at a fraction of the cost quoted for a full retrim. 


« but this was never a project for the head 
(or wallet?) but always one for the heart. 
After all, for a car that cost around 
£1100 newand only£117.10s in 1969, a 
restoration cost north of £30,000 in 2007 
takes some believing. When I worked 
for a living, my Chairman would have 
dismissed me for such a poor return 
on investment. However, neither Sheila 
nor I regret it, and so far we’ve had 12 
years of pleasure - and still counting. 
Those years have included lots of social 
runs and a few adventures. We have 
done many single-day outings with the 
Tyne-Tees Centre of the MG Car Club, 
our original home region and after 
moving to Lincolnshire in 2013, we have 


maintained that allegiance and return 
there every year to see old friends. 

It really is a good community with a 
shared love of classic cars. 

The adventures have also been done 
with the MG Car Club, to the European 
Event of the Year which is held annually 
in a different country. We don’t go every 
year, but first went to Spa in Belgium in 
2011, covering just over 1000 miles, a 
total that was kept low by P&O Ferries 
taking us from Hull to Zeebrugge. 

At Spa, we were getting ready for 
some circuits when a father and 
daughter whose MG had broken down 
asked if they could come along for the 
ride. That meant we were pretty heavily 



laden, and on the first lap the cars in 
front were going so slowly that I had 
to drop down to second gear to get up 
the steepest hill. So the following lap I 
dropped back a bit and got up it in third 
The next time I dropped well back, got 
up to 60mph and managed to reach 
the top in fourth. I also discovered that 
as race tracks don’t have cambers like 
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roads, you can get quite a dramatic 
wheel screech at modest speeds. 

The next European event was to 
Aviemore, a splendid event put on by the 
Caledonian Centre. Ironically, getting 
there and back was a somewhat longer 
trip covering about 1200 miles over 
rather more up-and-down terrain than 
in Belgium, but again the car performed 
faultlessly, apart from the rear-view 
mirror snapping off in my hand. 

A trip to Normandy was rather 
more eventful. As on previous trips, 
we travelled with our friends Maurice 
and Christine Standish. This time they 
were in their beautiful MG WA, which 


coincidentally is also in this very issue 
of MG Enthusiast. (We just don’t seem 
to be able to get away from them...!) 
Apart from the EEOTY itself, we added 
more time and visited Rouen, Montreuil 
and then Deauville. Unfortunately, the 
trip was not to end without incident. 

On the way home, and only about 10 
minutes from the port, a head of steam 
temporarily obscured the road ahead. 
Yes, a core plug had exited the block. It 
would have been an easy repair if we’d 
had a replacement, which of course 
we didn’t. Fortunately my insurance 
provider, Adrian Flux, were superb and 
got me recovered to the port in time to 



catch the ferry just 45 minutes later. 

Attempts to locate core plugs in 
Portsmouth for the next morning 
failed, so we had to make the rest of 
the journey home on the back of a 
recovery truck. The total trip had been 
about 1350 miles, but a good 210 miles 
of that were accomplished without the 
Magnette turning a wheel! Peter Martin 
of the Magnette Register quickly got a 
set of core plugs to me and a fix was 
duly achieved. 

Closer to home, we have enjoyed 
many events in our native northeast, 
including the Nostalgia Weekend at 
Croft where you are requested to go 
in costume appropriate to the age 
of the car and Sheila won the ‘Best 
Dressed Lady’ award. However, our 
biggest adventure has been on another 
European jaunt, the one last year that 
took us to Switzerland. » 



ABOVE: On honeymoon in Barrie and Sheila s first Magnette; Best Dressed Lady at Croft Nostalgia; son Peter in the Magnette 
in 1969; taking granddaughter Molly to her Prom; fantastic send off by neighbours as the adventure to Switzerland begins. 
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ABOVE AND LEFT: Barrie and Sheila specified the bare minimum of 
mod cons, so the mechanical spec is still 1489cc and four gears. 


« Before setting off for this, I noticed 
some moisture around the core plug 
at the back of the block, the one you 
can’t replace with the engine in-situ 
because there is not enough room to 
swing a hammer. So I got Hall’s Garage, 
(who have become my local specialist 
after we moved to the area,) to fit a 
full set of core plugs. It cost me £415 
- probably about a fiver for each of the 
easy ones, and £400 for the awkward 
one that needed the engine to come out, 
but we went away feeling much more 
confident. We got a gala send off too 
when neighbours lined the drive with 
bunting and flags to wish us well 
on our adventure, and either 
the core plugs or the send- 
off did the trick because 
the car performed 
flawlessly throughout 
the 2030 miles, despite 
temperatures rarely 
dropping below 35°C. 

We had got the 
Magnette back from 
its resurrection in 2007 
as a running car, but with 


no interior trim other than the 
driver’s seat. Sheila and I had refitted 
the interior, including a new headlining, 
and I can honestly say that in fitting 
the headlining we both achieved body 
articulations we had not achieved for 
years. However, although the seats 
were in quite a state, I had been quoted 
£4000-£5000 for a full re-trim and we 
decided we could live with them for a 
while. That while lasted for 10 years, 
and we only got them properly sorted in 
2017. What happened was that we’d met 
the Leather Repair Company from Hull 
at MG Live in 2017, and they reckoned 
they could repair what we had. Best of 
all they only quoted £500 for the front 
seats and £350 for the back. 

What they did was to take the whole 
seat cover off, and where the leather 
was badly split and you could 
slide a hand inside, they glued 
equivalent leather on from 


frustrating though, because while I can 
travel at the same speed as other cars, I 
can’t stop at the same speed. Therefore 
I try to leave a decent gap between 
me and the car in front, but somebody 
always nips into the space! 

Often people see the Magnette and 
say: ‘They don’t build them like they 
used to,’ to which I reply: ‘Thank God!’ 
Although I wouldn’t swap it for anything 
(except maybe a million quid), I wouldn’t 
want it now to be our only car, there 
are just too many other people on the 
road to contend with. However, I love 
driving the car, and the grandchildren 
love it too. There are so many things to 
remember about the journeys we have 
made and the places we have seen, 
but one constant wherever we go is the 
reaction of other people to the car. They 
are always coming over and striking up 
a conversation, which is so nice. When 
you get all this, who could begrudge 
the money it cost? I reckon even my old 
Chairman would be having 
second thoughts by now. 
To us it was worth 

every penny. ® 


behind, then glued the 
original leather back 
down. There was a lot 
of work that went into 
it first though, cleaning 
and softening the leather. 

They replaced some of the 
stitching that had gone too. I must say 
I had been sceptical, but it is brilliant 
- it just looks like it has been very well 
looked after from new, whereas in fact 
it spent decades up in our loft unfed and 
uncared for. And of course there were 
some places where the leather had 
never seen the light, so they were able 
to colour it back to the original shade. 

I mentioned earlier the shock of 
getting back behind the wheel of the 
Magnette after such a long gap, but of 
course that didn’t last long and I soon 
got used to it. Modern cars can make 
you smile, but the Magnette makes 
you grin. On motorways it can get 
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opportunity 


SUMMIT GARAGE 

“Family run MG Specialists Established 1945’ 


@SummitGarage 
© Summit Garage 


Call Sumit Garage NOW and book a test 
drive in the new MG ZS l.5i Excite. 
Priced at only £14,045 with £5,453 deposit 
and 48 months at £179.00 with 0% APR. 
Total amount payable £14,045. 

You own the car at the end!! 


2006(06) MG TF 115 X-Power grey, 
83,583 mis, one of the last 500 built 


"31 . 

. p- 

id n< 


NEW MG ZS1.0T Excite Auto, 5 

dr SUV. Black Pearl. Delivery mis. 
Available for immediate delivery. 

^ £16,540 

Summit Garage, 


2004 (54) MG TF 135, Starlight 
Silver, 52K mis, FSH 


2004(04) MG TF 115 Sunstorm, 

Starlight Silver, hard top 22,261 mis, 
as good as it gets ... 


2015 (65) MG3 Style 

5 door, Red Rose/White, 15k mis, 
MG Show Winner 

£6,490 


2007 (57) MGZT 260 SE 4.6 V8, 

Pearl Black, 64k mis, rare 


f mm —-= rr \ call summit garage now- oi384 259555 

* *1 

/*i I |V| Summit are MG experts with full T4/T5 diagnostics. 

Ef Summit have fully trained MG Technicians. 

- Ef Summit vehicle mileage and Experian check every used car 

L A Ef Summit are always looking for quality M Gs 

2005 (55) mg zt 260 V8 se, H7f Summit give 12 months warranty on every used car FREE. 

X-Power Grey, 21K mis. bd, 

£ 13,990 Call Summit now as stock changes daily! 

Himley Road, Lower Gornal, Dudley West Midlands, DY3 2RA. 01384 259555 

www.summitgarage.co. uk 
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Regular contributor 
Aubrey Paverd is back, 
but this time he has 
swapped his pre-war 
MGs for a modern TF 
- and brought three 
more couples with him 
from Australia fora 
tour of Spain. 


I his story begins when four TFs 
met in Portsmouth to begin 
a tour of Spain and France. 

I The tour, which would last 25 
days, was to be an expanded version of 
an earlier tour undertaken in an MG PA 
(documented in the April 2016 edition of 
MGE} which was confined to the western 
Pyrenees. On the earlier tour I had been 
impressed by the good condition of the 
mountain roads, which the little 847cc 
PA found rather demanding and much 
time was spent grinding up steep slopes 


in second gear. It was readily apparent, 
however, that a modern F or TF would 
handle the slopes easily, while also 
providing much driving pleasure. So on 
my return to Melbourne my wife Rene 
and I floated the idea of an F/TF based 
tour, and three couples signed up to the 
idea: Allan and Pam Fabry, Ian and Pam 
Prior and Wayne and Jenny Plunter. 

Planning began with a study of the 
roads, accommodation and attractions. 
Importantly, the tour was to combine 
great roads with as much of the history, 




culture and cuisine of the regions as 
possible given the time constraints. 
Spain has seen many invaders, but 
the Iberians and Celts of northern 
Spain, aided by mountainous terrain 
and ingenuity, essentially kept them at 
bay, preserving their cultures, cuisines 
and languages. As such the north is 
composed of seven distinct regions, and 
the route planned would encompass 
all of them - from Catalonia in the east 
through Aragon, Rioja, Navarra, the 
Basque Country, Cantabria, Asturias 
and Galicia in the west, plus a side 
trip to the principality of Andorra. So it 
was fairly ambitious, but promised to 
be a fascinating trip for a group from 
an island continent where few cultural 
differences exist despite separations of 
several thousands of miles. 

Selection of roads and routes was 
based on information from the 2015 
trip, a rapid reconnaissance tour of 
the western Pyrenees undertaken in a 
hire car in 2017, and prior knowledge 
of northern Spain based on work 
carried out there as a geologist in the 
mid-1980s. Motorways were avoided, 
except for a fairly extended run on the 
splendid coastal A8 with its great views, 
viaducts and tunnels. Wherever possible 
daily driving time was limited to five 
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ABOVE: The Salime reservoir was 
constructed in the 1950s and was one 
of the largest hydropower projects in 
Europe at the time. 

hours, allowing for leisurely breakfasts, 
lunches, photo stops and exploring at 
the end of the day. Travel arrangements 
were completed by the end of 2017, 
three low mileage TFs were ordered 
from Just Right Autos in Witney in late 
2017, and myTF (which I’d purchased a 
year earlier) was checked and serviced. 
Everything was in place by early 2018. 

We travelled separately to the 
UK, collected our cars and met in 
Portsmouth for the ferry to Santander. 
After a rest day in Santander in a vain 
attempt to combat jet-lag after the trip 
from Melbourne, we made the short 27- 
mile hop to our first overnight stop: the 
ancient Cantabrian village of Santillana 



ABOVE: 8th century church in the ancient Cantabrian village of Santillana del Mar. 


del Mar. With its 14th and 15th century 
buildings and plazas, cobblestoned 
streets, 8th century church and excellent 
restaurants and tapas bars, this provides 
an excellent introduction to ‘old’ Spain. 

We turned south and west the 
following day towards the Picos de 
Europa on route N621. No sooner had we 
entered the beautiful valley of the Deva 
River, and just as we were beginning 
to enjoy the scenery and high-speed 
corners, than we were met by a road 
closure and a detour up a steep, narrow 
track, which was sealed but poorly 
maintained. After some 30 miles of 
hairpin bends, potholes and bumps we 
once again emerged onto the N621, only 
to find after a few miles that there was 
yet another detour due to rock falls, 
which was twice as long as the first 
and again on narrow, secondary village 
roads. This occasioned a quick council 
of war and re-examination of our maps, 
which resulted in the decision to retrace 
our steps and take the AS114 to the 
north of the Picos instead of N621 to the 
south as originally planned. 

As a result of our peregrinations, we 
arrived late at our overnight stop in the 
rather isolated village of Campo de Caso, 
where we found our little country hotel 
locked and deserted. Eventually, after 
waiting for some time, we managed to 
locate the lady owner with the assistance 
of the barman from the local pub. She 
returned to the hotel quite unconcerned 
and informed us that she had completely 
forgotten about our booking. Fortunately, 
rooms were available and after 
checking in she directed us to a modest 
little bar in the village. The owner/ 


barman, somewhat overwhelmed by 
the unannounced appearance of eight 
‘gringos’ on his doorstep, welcomed us 
but asked us to wait for a moment while 
he checked his larder to see if he had 
enough food to feed us. Satisfied that 
he had, he seated us and informed us 
that the specials of the day were steak 
and fabada (a white bean and pork stew 
that is an Asturian staple). Both proved 
excellent, the steak particularly so. 

We were intrigued. Where did a small 
restaurant in the middle of nowhere 
source its supplies, particularly meat? 

The owner informed us that it was all 
locally sourced and that the steak had 
actually come from his father-in-law’s 
herd just a short way up the hill behind 
the restaurant - a classic example of 
local is best! 

The next day we continued westwards 
through the high Pyrenees. By confining 
ourselves to the less used secondary 
roads we were able to exercise our 
TFs through the mountains and valleys 
while enjoying the wonderful scenery. 

Over the next few days we revelled 
in steep inclines and hairpin turns in » 
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ABOVE: A country lane in Galicia. 


« the mountain passes, broad sweeping 
high-speed turns in the river valleys 
and spectacular views of the snowy 
mountain peaks, broad green valleys 
and picturesque villages as we chucked 
our TFs about the Asturian Pyrenees. 
The cars behaved and the weather was 
fine, allowing top-down motoring which 
added to our delight. 

All too soon we had to leave the 
mountains and descend into the wide, 
rolling Galician countryside, where 
our route took us roughly parallel to 
the Camino de Santiago, or in English 
the Way of St James. Walking this 
has become extremely popular, and 
we encountered people of all races 
and persuasions walking by (and 
occasionally crossing) the road without 
any consideration of vehicular traffic. 
One supposes they consider themselves 
under the protection of St James and 
therefore invulnerable. 

Santiago is the capital of Galicia, with 
a 10th century cathedral, a 15th century 


university and innumerable 15th to 16th 
century buildings, all well preserved and 
maintained. One cannot walkthrough 
the city without encountering a musician 
playing the bagpipes, a traditional 
Galician instrument and indicative of a 
link between the Celtic tribes of Spain 
and northern Britain. We spent a rest 
day here, wandering through the city 
streets and plazas, visiting the tourist 
traps and sampling the tapas, cider and 
wines - happy pursuits, but worthy of far 
more time than we had available. From 
Santiago we headed north to the coast, 
and from there on the new A8 highway to 
Bilbao with an overnight stop in Aviles, 
an important port and industrial centre. 

In Australia we are limited to lOOkm/h 
on most of our roads, even on some of 
our freeways, and consequently I was 
delighted to be able to stretch the TF160 


a little on the A8, particularly since it 
seems nobody in Spain takes any notice 
of the 120km/h speed limit. Not wanting 
to hold up the traffic, I happily joined the 
Spaniards. I am not a lover of highways, 
but the A8 is quite different to most with 
the Pyrenees on the right (with green, 
vegetated mountainsides rising from the 
roadside, giving way every so often to 
snow covered, craggy peaks) and on the 
left the Bay of Biscay with fishing villages 
scattered along the coast at inlets and 
natural harbours. Spectacular views 
were enhanced by the many impressive 
viaducts and tunnels in the steep-sided 
valleys, all of this taken at speeds that 
would have resulted in a suspended 
licence in my nanny homeland of Oz. 

Like most visitors to Bilbao, we made 
the obligatory visit to the Guggenheim 
Museum. Almost without exception we 




7/ Street scene in Santiago de Compostela. 2: The four TFs ready to leave the hotel in Santander. 3: Jeff Koon s 'Puppy' sculpture 
constructed with thousands of flowers and displayed by the Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao. 4: Some of the amazing scenery 
encountered. 5: A 200+ year old Eucalypt framing the cathedral in Santiago. 6: Accommodation in old mill buildings in Galicia. 
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ABOVE. Early morning photo op of Picos de Europa. From L to R: Jenny Hunter, Pam 
Prior (kneeling for photo), Wayne Hunter, Allan Fabry, Ian Prior, Rene Paverd. 


came away impressed by the building, 
but somewhat nonplussed by the 
exhibits. One, a large, bed sheet-sized 
painting with irregular black blobs on a 
white background, had us wondering, 
until we discovered it had been made 
by the artist pouring black paint on a 
white sheet and having a naked lady roll 
around on it. Interesting, but one got the 
impression that most people would have 
preferred to have seen the lady rather 
than the spotty bed sheet! 

From Bilbao, we headed across 
the coastal range to the plain of the 
Ebro, skirting the industrial centre of 
Pamplona to the truly ancient town of 
Sos del Rey Catolico. The town of Sos 
was established in 907 as a border 
stronghold of the kingdom of Aragon 
and is the birthplace of Ferdinand II of 
Aragon who, together with Isabel of 
Castile, drove the Moors out of Spain in 
1492. Today the town exists as a cultural 
centre and a small tourist attraction. 

It hosts many 14th century buildings 
and a Roman era church, which has 
spectacular, well preserved frescos in 
an underground crypt. 

After two days in Bilbao and a day 
in Sos, we were culturally replete and 
so we headed into the Pyrenees once 
more to explore the mountain roads. We 
were not disappointed. The roads were 
eminently driveable, well maintained, 
with little traffic and spectacular 
scenery. We became quite used to 
traversing several mountain passes 
before lunch, the fourTFs travelling in 
loose formation, now and then stopping 
for the obligatory photo opportunity. 

Two days driving saw us in Andorra. 
We arrived at our hotel without incident, 
but when we went to start my TF it 
balked and we had to push it. Apparently 
the battery was flat. Once in the car 


park it started easily with the assistance 
of a jumper lead from Allan’s TF. The 
alternator light on the dash extinguished 
indicating that the alternator was 
charging, but when the car again refused 
to start after a good period of running 
the engine, we assumed the battery was 
faulty. A new battery was acquired and 
installed, and the car started easily. Job 
done, we relaxed and enjoyed the town 
and its restaurants. 

The next day, a Saturday, we set off 
westwards back into the Pyrenees on a 
more southerly route on less frequented 
and more rural roads. Gradients were 
steeper, turns tighter and bitumen 
narrower, but they were, nevertheless, 
every bit as interesting and enjoyable to 
drive as those of previous days. We were 
thoroughly enjoying ourselves when, well 
into the mountains and without warning, 
the charge light on my car lit up. 

This was not good, as we were miles 


from anywhere on a minor road on 
a Spanish weekend. On earlier MGs 
the alternator or dynamo is accessed 
by raising the bonnet, a simple one- 
minute operation, but in the TF the 
car has to be jacked up and the right 
rear wheel removed. This gives access 
to the alternator belt and permits 
cursory inspection of the offending part. 
Plowever, to do a thorough inspection 
or to remove the alternator, one needs 
to unclip the hood, remove the heavy 
insulation, and undo ten bolts to remove 
the engine inspection panel behind 
the seats, not something one should 
attempt on a mountain road with half 
the car protruding into the traffic. This 
considered, I decided to press on to the 
village of Tremp, which lay 20km distant. 

We arrived in Tremp, a rural farming 
community, just before midday, found 
an auto-electrician but were told he was 
closing in five minutes and would not be 
open again until Monday. Disappointed, I 
drove to a side street and started jacking 
the right rear so that I could check belt » 



ABOVE: Roadside maintenance: Allan andian examine an offending brake light 
switch with Pam Prior standing by, a very minor glitch and one of few problems. 
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ABOVE: Enjoying a lunch stop at a quiet 
layby in the Somiedo National Park. 

« and connections. Halfway through this 
process, the auto-electrician turned up 
and told us to drive the car back to his 
shop where we could use his hoist. My 
faith in Spanish hospitality restored, I 
drove back and got the car in the air. Belt 
and connections were good, so it had to 
be the alternator. Faced with being stuck 
in Tremp until Monday, we decided to 
press on. The auto-electrician, noting 
that the battery was down to just over 
11 volts, kindly offered to give it a quick 
half-hour boost. This done, we set off for 
Barbastro, a much larger town some 62 
miles distant, in the hopes that we might 
find some after-hours assistance there. 

I was unsure how far the TF would 
go on battery alone as just about every 
ancillary is electrically operated - ECU, 
fuel pump, power steering, water pump, 
all the instruments and more - so it was 
a gamble! In the event we made it, but 
onlyjust. Within ten miles of Barbastro, 
the rev counter stopped working. Then a 
few miles further on the power steering 
died, to be promptly followed by the 
speedometer and finally, on the outskirts 
of town, the engine. I started looking for 


the emergency number to call for a tow 
truck, but my Aussie friends had another 
idea. Allan Fabry had been following me 
since we left Andorra, and was keeping 
the other two cars informed by phone 
as they moved ahead of us. Ian pointed 
out that we had three good alternators 
between four cars, and therefore by 
swapping batteries every 60 miles or so, 
we should be able to keep my car on the 
road until Monday when we would be in 
Logrono, a major centre. 

Four battery changes later, an 
overnight stop and a much appreciative 
yours truly, we rolled into Logrono. 

There, through the kind offices of our 
wine tour operator, the car was taken 
away by a somewhat apprehensive auto¬ 
electrician unfamiliar with the TF and 
having never driven a righthand drive car. 
While we toured the Rioja wine district 
the car was worked on, and when we 
returned to the city it had been repaired 
- a new alternator sourced, installed 
and tested. The garage owner had given 
the car preference over his other jobs, 
illustrating once again the kindness and 
hospitality offered freely in Spain. 

Rested and with the car in full song, 
we set off the next day for the Basque 
city of San Sebastian. Arriving mid¬ 
afternoon, we had time to tour the old 


city with its fascinating history and enjoy 
the delicious and varied snacks called 
pinchos. If there is ever a next time, I 
would most definitely allow an additional 
day in San Sebastian because it is a gem! 

The next five days were spent in 
France, with overnight stops near 
Bordeaux, in Angouleme, at Le Mans 
and the port of St Malo, where two cars 
boarded ferries and the remaining two 
headed north, further into France. The 
highlight of the French trip was the 24 
Hour test day at the Le Mans circuit 
where we spent a full day watching the 
action and visiting the splendid museum. 

Four couples, all from Melbourne, in 
cars of at least 12 years old had covered 
2800 leisurely miles through some of 
the most impressive scenery in Europe, 
while enjoying the exposure to different 
cuisines and culture. The cars were 
essentially trouble free (except for a 
Bosch alternator) and a joy to drive. 

So much so that three of the four have 
decided to keep their cars in storage in 
England against future adventures. We 
can hear Norway and Italy calling... 
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ABINGDON-ON-THAMES 
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Driven by Passion. 

Since 1930. The Original MG Car Club. 

The MG Car Club was founded by the MG Factory almost 90 years ago to be there for all MG lovers 
not just in Britain, but globally too. 

Discounts on insurance, breakdown cover, spares and merchandise? Of course. 

Exclusive events? Absolutely. 

Seven Motorsport Championships racing at Britain’s best circuits? Yep. That, too. 

Shiny monthly magazine with all sorts of MG articles? Big Tick. 

We’ve got an unrivalled passion for all things MG; from Abingdon to Shanghai and everywhere 
in-between. 

If you drive a MG, you’re our family. 

10% Membership Discount with code “ENTHUSIAST10” at www.mgcc.co.uk 

01235 555 552 


* Discount off Standard Rate Membership only 












MODERN MGS 

In the February issue, we met Peter Bramble and his £150 MGF. This 
issue we return to Rugby to see two other cars in the Bramble household, 
ones that were also bargains, though not quite on the same scale! 
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Lesley Bramble and her MG3 

I drove Seat Ibizas for 20 years before 
getting my first MG3. At the time I felt 
in the mood for a change, but initially I 
thought the MG3 was a bit boxy for me. 

I prefer something that is a bit more 
sleek and curvy, but the finance deal 
with 0% interest persuaded me take 
a closer look, and MG Coventry were 
also offering three years’ free servicing, 
which made it a great deal. 

We went to the dealership, and they 
had a lovely red car with a black roof in 
the showroom, top of the range with the 
leather interior. This was on a 16-plate. 

I had a test drive and while it didn’t blow 
me away, it was OK. I think it took me 
a while to get used to a new model; 
having had nothing but Seat Ibizas for 



the previous 20 years, things like the 
movement of the gearstick on the MG 
did not come naturally to me and I kept 
crunching the gears. 

However, I bought one and kept it for 
two years. We knew there was a new 
model coming out in 2018, and when it 
arrived I thought I’d go and take a look. 

I don’t really know why I was tempting 
myself, I suppose I was just interested 
to see what it was like. If it had only 
been slightly tweaked then I would 
have kept my old car, but it was very 
different, and all the new features are 
in my mind for the better. 

I liked the exterior styling. The dash 


is a lot nicer too, with the big screen. 

I didn’t think the tartan pattern on the 
dash went well with the red car in the 
showroom, but it goes much betterwith 
a white car. The layout of the buttons 
is better too, much more user-friendly. 
Especially for Pete with his big fingers 
- now that MG have gone from tiny 
buttons to normal dials, he doesn’t 
press more than one at the same time. 

I had a test drive of the facelift model, 
and this time I was impressed because 
it was so noticeably different to drive. 
The gears were much smoother and 
not so clunky from the off. Somehow it 
just felt a lighter, easier drive all round, 
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MG3& MG6 



Lesley thought originally that 
the MG3 was too boxy for her 
tastes, but the little MG 
hatchback has grown on her. 




JS0 R 


Like you didn’t have to work it so hard 
and it just wanted to go. It does feel Like 
it has more torque, despite what the 
figures say, and I feeL certain that the 
new one goes up hiLLs more wiLLingLy. 

I’m not sure how much of that can be 
put down to the individuaL cars I’ve had, 
perhaps one being in optimaL tune and 
the other being a Friday afternoon car, 
but the new MG3 is a reaL pLeasure to 
drive. I reckon it is better than my Seat, 
and I reaLLy Liked that! 

I bought a top of the range modeL, 
and it feeLs more upmarket than the 
oLd interior with Lots of nice chrome 
accents. The oLd one was aLright, but 
this feeLs higher quaLity. Perhaps the 
onLy change I wouLd make is to add a 
LittLe coLour to the exterior, not one of 
the graphic packs which I think are too 
much, but maybe just something Like ABOVE: Lesley was impressed enough with the updated cabin of the new MG3 to 

re d m i r ro r cove rs. trade in her old-style model for one. She feels the new car performs better, too. 

Peter Bramble and his MG6 

I used to have a Kia Sedona that was 
great for racing because it couLd carry 
everything we needed and stiLL tow 
the MGB, but we had to take aLL the 
seats out of the back to create enough 
room. So then I saw this MG6 for saLe 
at the Longbridge showroom. It was 
an ex-demonstrator and it had a tow 
bar, which was just what I needed. It is 
a 2011 car, and I bought it in May 2012 
with just under 2000 miLes on the cLock. 

It is petroL-engined, the basic S spec, 
but aLL I reaLLy miss is the cruise controL. 

The satnav was never that briLLiant on » 
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MG3& MG6 




ABOVE: N-series engine is a great work 
horse, but then so was the K-series. 


ABOVE: Some interiors date quickly, but we reckon that the MG6 cabin gets better 
looking with age. Peter says it is a comfotable place to be for the long haul, too. 


ABOVE: Generous carrying capacity was 
always a strong point of the MG6. 


« the higher spec cars and I have my own 
unit anyway, so that is no Loss. 

The N-series engine in the MG6 is 
essentially a K-series unit, one which 
I am well used to from my MGFs, but 
it performs well even in such a big car. 
On a motorway you can just leave it in 
fifth and if you need to nip ahead, then 
a simple poke of the throttle is all that’s 
required. And if I am behaving myself, 

I can get 40mpg. It will even do 30mpg 
with all our gear and the race car on 
the back, so long as I am not running 
late. It isn’t bothered by the weight 
either, even on some lengthy hauls. 

We have put bigger brakes on the front 
though, ones from the ZT190, as we 


were worried about getting brake fade 
at times when towing. 

I paid £11,500 for the car, which was 
about two thirds of the list price, and 
I got a decent rate of interest on the 
finance from MG too. I’ve now had it 
five years and done 46,000 miles and I 
think it is brilliant. The MG6 is a great 
long-distance car. I took mine to the Le 
Mans Classic soon after buying it, and 
it has been back twice more since, and 
also to Spa for their classic. The great 
advantage over the MGF is the amount 
of alcohol you can bring back in a 6. 

I reckon the only reason the MG6 
wasn’t a bigger seller at the time was 


because they didn’t push it. You see 
more MGs about now, but nobody ever 
really knew about the MG6 despite the 
publicity from the BTCC campaigns. It 
probably didn’t help that saloon cars 
have gone a bit out of fashion these 
days and everybody wants SUVs. I have 
had a look at the ZS and GS, but they 
are not really sporty enough for me. 

I think I will just keep the MG6 until it 
dies, though it is as good as new now. 

If they brought out a new MG6 then I’d 
have a look, but if not then I will just 
keep this. It does everything we need - 
it is quick, handles well and swallows 
everything we can throw at it. ® 
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1959 MGA ROADSTER £37,995 

Fully restored to the highest standards, the best we have seen 


1969 MGB ROADSTER £15,995 

Overdrive, extensive history, drives superbly 




1957 MGA COUPE £24,995 

Superb condition, extensive history, lovely car 

Beech Hill, Reading RG7 2AU • 0118 9 8 8 4 774 
Current stock list at www.beechhillgarage.com 


High power LED 
bulbs for all classics 






High power 
headlight 
upgrades 
for all models 
including 
early cars. 


Discreet'Classic car Daytime 
Runnrfiwp 



even for very early pos cars. 



High power tail, brake \ 
and ORANGE hidden 
flasher conversions 
for T Type & MGA Mkl. \ 


32mm 


28 x 38mm 


all within the standard light & lens 

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 

Unique bulbs and products 
designed by us in the UK for 
your car. 

money-back guarantee 

01789 576120 

enquiries@bettercarlighting.co.uk 

www.bettercarlighting.co.uk 
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Ten SA chassis and 

two of the larger WA 
were imported into 
Switzerland before the 
waran d bodied locally, 
to the importer’s own 
specification. As you 
can imagine, survivors 
are few and far 
between, so this fan 
decided to build 
his own replica. 

As you do... 





Fj H 


tTjj[ 

n n n 

_ 

K o L( 




D n the early days of motoring, 
few vehicle manufacturers 
produced complete cars and 
customers could not simply 
walk into a showroom and drive out 
in a finished car. Instead they had to 
buy a rolling chassis from the vehicle 
manufacturer and then commission a 
coachbuilder to create a body for it. 

It did not take vehicle manufacturers 
long to realise that they could make 
more money from selling complete 
cars, but bespoke coachwork remained 
an option throughout the pre-war era. 
Larger coachbuilders would also buy 
batches of chassis themselves and 
offer finished cars to their own design, 
manufacturing them in quantity to help 


reduce the overall cost. Alternatively 
they could produce their own basic body 
style, then tweak it to fit various chassis. 

However, coachbuilding declined 
markedly after WW2, largely because 
of the switch from separate chassis 
to monocoque construction and the 
increasing value for money the big 
players were able to offer through 
mass production. By the 1950s it had 
largely been confined to the luxury end 
of the market, plus occasional special 
bodied ventures aimed at offering more 
creature comforts to an existing sporty 
package such as the Arnolt TDs and 
later the Innocenti Midgets. 

The car in our pictures clearly takes 
us back to the 1930s though, a time 


when coachbuilders were still able 
to make a living. Underneath that 
gloriously flowing body sits a substantial 
MG WA chassis with its equally 
substantial 2561cc six-cylinder engine. 
Chassis number 0417, it was built on 
7th February 1939 and exported new to 
Malawi in Africa. The factory offered the 
WA in three versions: a saloon that was 
built in-house, and two versions that 
were contracted out - an open Tourer 
built by Charlesworth in Coventry and 
a Tickford Drophead Coupe built by 
Salmons and Sons of Newport Pagnell 
- but there are no details on the factory 
paperwork to show what colour this 
example was, or even what body it wore. 

In fact, much of the car’s past remains 
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something of a mystery. What we do 
know is that by 2000 it had made its way 
to South Africa and was being offered 
for sale. Or rather, what remained of it 
was being offered for sale because Little 
more survived than a rolling chassis 
with the steel bulkhead, bonnet, radiator 
shell and front wings attached. 

Coincidentally, this would have been 
pretty much how MG dispatched chassis 
to coachbuilders back in the day, both 
at home and abroad. For many of 
those foreign sales, the idea of fitting a 
body that was built locally had serious 
advantages when it came to import 
rules, regulations and - crucially - taxes 
and duties. That was certainly the case 
for MG’s Swiss importer, Sportscar AG 


of Zurich, managed by a gentleman 
called J H Keller. Between 1936 and 
1939, as well as a handful of built-up 
saloons, the Swiss company imported 12 
SVW chassis to be bodied locally - nine 
SAs (which was the predecessor to the 
car in our pictures), one VA which was 
similar in style but smaller and powered 
by a 1548cc four-cylinder engine, and 
two of the mighty WAs. 

Keller chose Reinbolt and Christe of 
Basel to body the imported chassis, and 
they obliged with style and flair. In fact, 
what became generally known as the 
Keller MGs were so attractive that MG 
enthusiast Maurice Standish decided 
he had to have one. The only problem, 
of course, was that they were always 


extremely rare and time has only made 
that situation worse. However, Maurice 
is rather more determined than your 
average enthusiast and he decided that 
if he couldn’t buy an original, then he 
could certainly build a replica. 

Now, it won’t have taken the genius 
of Hercule Poirot to make a connection 
between the rolling chassis being 
offered for sale in South Africa and the 
idea of building a replica Keller WA. The 
route from South Africa to Maurice’s 
garage was not a direct one though, 
as the vehicle’s remains were initially 
bought by Gary Perry, who is Registrar 
of the MGCC’s SVW Register. 

The yarns he was spun by the vendor 
included a claim that the car had once » 
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ABOVE AND RIGHT: The WA was 
famous for being covered in octagons, 
but don't the dials look superb? 


« belonged to Lord Aylesbury. Gary was 
able to debunk that myth by writing to 
the late Lord’s grandson, explaining 
that the car may have belonged to his 
grandfather and wondering if the family 
could tell him anything about it. The 
reply was both charming and succinct, 
a handwritten letter saying: ‘If only! My 
grandfather was devoted to a much- 
derided car, the Trojan , although to 
pacify my grandmother he also had a 
Humber Snipe with a chauffeur.’ 

So its early days remain something of 
a blank, which is surprising on a car this 
rare because you might expect it to have 


left more of a trail. Allegedly somebody 
had attempted to fit a 1950s Citroen 
body to it while in South Africa, but that 
has not been confirmed or disproved. 
Where we start to get on firmer ground 
is from 27th December 2001, when it 
was imported back into the UK. It was 
listed on the import paperwork as a 


scrap vehicle, and described as: ‘Vehicle 
in very poor condition and incomplete.’ 

For the next few years, it sat in a 
container in the UK waiting for Gary to 
get stuck into the project. However, as 
so often happens, his plans had changed 
by 2007 when Maurice re-enters the 
story. As outlined earlier, Maurice 



ABOVE: The total number of MG octagon emblems on the WA was boosted by several design touches under the bonnet. The 
centralised greasing points are present on the fire wall, but they ha ve not been connected up on this car. 
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ABOVE: The engine in the WA was a substantial256Icc straight six OHVunit. Power 
was quoted as 95.5bhp (d 6600rpm, and the RAC horsepower rating was 19.82. 


was intent on building a replica Keller 
MG and had been on the lookout for 
a suitable SA chassis. At the time he 
was Chairman of the Tyne Tees Centre, 
and while attending the club’s Council 
meeting, mentioned that he was looking 
for an SA in poor condition. 

‘This guy said he knew where there 
was a WA chassis in that sort of 
condition, and introduced me to Gary 
who was also at the meeting,’ recalls 
Maurice. ‘To cut a long story short, I 
bought the remains of the WA from him 
and went to collect it in late 2007. The 
car was 100% complete mechanically, 
while the chassis had surface rust but 
no holes at all. I think what must have 
happened to the bodywork was that 
termites got to the wood. The front 
bulkhead, bonnet and front wings were 
there, but they were steel.’ 

Perhaps this would be a good time to 
explain a little of Maurice’s background, 
and how he had got to this stage of MG 
madness. In the past he has raced MGs 
and had some fast machinery in the 
shape of MGAs and MGBs, but he also 
developed a passion for 1930s styling. 
Among a number of other MGs, at one 
point he bought a J1 with the intention 
of restoring it, but sold that on when an 
ND became available - with a four year 
old son and a one year old daughter, 
Maurice and his wife Christine realised 
that the J-Type was not ideal, whereas 
the ND had a luggage shelf over the 
back axle that could be turned into a 
seat for the children. 

Eventually the children outgrew their 
makeshift perch, and so the ND was 
replaced by a four-seat VA Tourer. Then 
Maurice saw pictures of a Keller-bodied 



SA in a book, The Magic of MG by Mike 
Allison. It was love at first sight, the 
lines on the Swiss car looking so much 
more graceful to Maurice’s eyes than 
the rather sit-up-and-beg proportions 
of the factory offerings. And while you 
and I might be daunted by the prospect 
of creating a new body from scratch, the 
idea did not faze Maurice because, to 
revive a phrase from a 1980s ad by the 
AA that drove everyone mad at the time, 
he knows a man who can. 

In fact, he knew two men who could! 
The first was Peter Radcliffe of SVW 
Spares in Hull. Peter had restored a 
genuine Keller-bodied SA, a carwhich 
now resides in the USA, and so had all 
the templates he needed to recreate 
the ash framing. The WA had the same 
track at the front, but was a few inches 
wider at the back, so the rear of the SA’s 
frame just had to be stretched a little to 
fit Maurice’s running gear. 



With the basic shape mapped out and 
the structure formed, the car was then 
taken to Geoff Henderson, a craftsman 
who’d previously rebuilt bodies on two of 
Maurice’s MGs, a VA and a P-Type. Geoff 
was about to retire, but still had time to 
shape the panels for this beautiful car 
as his professional swan song. 

‘The colour we originally chose for 
it was Rover Westminster Blue,’ says 
Maurice, ‘because Christine had owned 
a Jaguar painted in that and we thought 
it would suit the MG. But when we saw 
it out in daylight for the first time after 
being painted, we knew right away 
that it was far too light and did not look 
right on this car. So rather than take it 
home, we simply rolled it back into the 
workshop and asked them to paint it 
again in a different colour! This time we 
chose Rolls Royce Midnight Blue, and 
that suits it perfectly.’ 

Meanwhile, Maurice had more » 
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Keller-inspired WA 


« than enough work to keep him out 
of mischief. The engine was fairly 
straightforward to rebuild, not least 
because he has built plenty of engines 
over the years and there was nothing 
tricky about this design. ‘I think the 
engine had only done 40,000 miles,’ he 
says. ‘The bores were a little worn, but 
I couldn’t get +10thou pistons so had to 
bore it out +20thou. The main bearings 
were reground to -10thou, but the big 
ends were fine and were replaced with 
new standard size bearings.’ 

The dash and the dials were with 
the car. The dash was in pretty good 
condition, but Maurice had it French 
polished to match all the other bits of 
wood he’d had made for the interior. The 
gauges were sent off for restoration, 
Maurice choosing to have their rims fully 
chromed rather than leaving the inner 
edges blued as per the factory because 
he thinks it looks better. 

The car came back from the paint 
shop in 2013, but was then packed off 
to the trim shop for a new interior. It 
returned from them on Boxing Day 2013, 
though there was still an awful lot of 
fitting up to be done. Maurice cracked 
on, and by September 2014 it was ready 
for its first run out. And Maurice’s initial 
impression? ‘I thought I must have been 
crazy to have done it all!’ he laughs. ‘It 
was very pre-war, and though I have had 
pre-war cars in the past, this one really 
was very heavy.’ 

Christine was not too impressed on 
her first outing, either. That occurred 
in April 2015 when they took it up 
to Scotland for a VSCC event. ‘The 
windows didn’t seal up very well at 
that time, so we had to stop in B&Q 
and buy some plastic sheeting to cover 
the hood overnight,’ she recalls. ‘The 
wind then got up in the night and the 



plastic scuffed the wings, so that had to 
be polished back out later. At least we 
saved the brand new and very expensive 
leather interior, though.’ 

However, it is fair to say that these 
initial teething problems have now 
been ironed out, and the big MG has 
been taken further and further afield. 
The couple even took their WA down to 
Switzerland for the European Event of 
the Year last year. Maurice says: ‘The car 
does wander a little bit, but it lightens 
up at speed. If you are brave enough it 
is supposed to do 90mph according to 
the book, but I find that at 60mph it is 
really quite pleasant. And if you have the 


ABOVE: Maurice and Christine have 
recreated a beautiful piece of MG 
history, but this WA is now for sale. 

top down, you don’t get nearly so much 
engine noise. It can get a bit hot in the 
cabin though, especially with the roof up. 

‘The suspension is actually pretty 
comfortable. It is on cart axles so it will 
crash if you hit a large bump or pothole, 
but on a decent road it is very smooth. 
The brakes are surprisingly good - 14in 
drums on the WA up from the SA’s 12in. 
There is no power assistance of course, 
but they are split front to back for a little 
added safety. The gearbox is good too; 

I rebuilt that with new synchromesh on 
second, third and fourth, so it is nice 
to use. It is a very torquey engine, but I 
also fitted a special higher ratio diff from 
Peter. This makes for better cruising, 
but does mean that I have to change 
down a little sooner on hills where it 
might otherwise have cruised up in top.’ 

I have to say I am full of admiration 
for what Maurice has achieved with this 
car, and forthe ambition with which 
he approached the mammoth task of 
creating it. To my mind the Keller WA 
encapsulates all the grace and glamour 
of the 1930s, but with just enough Swiss 
restraint to stop it becoming flashy 
or vulgar. And yes, there is a very real 
distinction to be made between what is 
glamorous and what is flashy! 

I am sure few of us could ever have 
had the vision to bring about its creation, 
but fortunately now we don’t have to. 
That’s because Maurice and Christine 
are looking to downsize, so the WA 
is up for sale. It has been valued at 
£125,000 by the SVW Register, so if 
you have the funds and the desire, give 
Maurice a call on 07763 131708 or email 
m.standish521 fabtinternet.com. Of 
course, you could wait for a Swiss-built 
original to come along, but if you do, we 
wouldn’t advise holding your breath! ® 
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www.xpagdevelopments.com 


XPAG developments are part of Peter Edney MG 




XPAG Developments are the leaders in the 
manufacture, building and enhancement of the 
XPAG & XPEG engines for the MG T Type & Y type 

• Lead-free conversions 

• Standard road engines rebuilt 

• Fast road and race engine 

• Mail order parts 


NEW MGC 
Steel Crankshafts 



www.bighealey.co.uk 


For the ultimate performance and reliability 



Steel Crankshaft 


NEW MGC 
Pistons & Rods 


Forged Piston Set from 

£795.00 +VAT 





£3950.00 +VAT 


Steel Conrod Set 

£2350.00 +VAT 


For the ‘best’ in MG high-performance parts 



www.bighealey.co.uk 

The price is right... The performance is legendary... 

The quality is excellent... You deserve the best... 


DENIS WELCH MOTORSPORT, YOXALL, BURTON-ON-TRENT, 
STAFFORDSHIRE DEI3 8NA, ENGLAND 
Parts Hotline: +44(0)1543 472244 E-mail: sales@bighealey.co.uk 


CHISBON 

RESTORATIONS 


Chisbon Restorations specialise in restoration, service and repair 
of classic vehicles. Founded in 1987 and now run by Adrian 
Priestley, who gained distinctions from the Classic Car 
Restoration Course at the Colchester Institute. 



Repair and renewal of ash framework 
Repair or renewal of steel and aluminium panels 
Rebuilding engines as originals or with 
modern upgrades such as neoprene 
seals, valve seat inserts etc. 

All other mechanical work 
Wiring to original patterns 
* or upgrading 

Zinc and chrome plating f , % 

Grit and bead blasting ‘ 

1 Brush or spray painting v! *' ■ g'^P^ 

Interior or timming with 
leather, vinyl and Rexine 

New service now available - High security de-humidified long term & 


SVW SPARES LTD 

Now under new management 

A COMPREHENSIVE RESTORATION & SPARES 
SERVICE FOR MG SA VA WA (1936 to 1939) 
also MORRIS & WOLSELEY (1935 to 1948) 



We specialise in all aspects of restoration of MG 
SA VA and WA cars, bodyframes, panel work, 
mechanical and electrical work and trimming. 

We have over 100 tons of interesting used spares 
including more than 20 engines and gearboxes, 
30 cylinder heads, doors, axles etc in addition to 
our usual stock of new parts for SVW and similar 
cars. 

Please visit our website at 

www.svwspares.co.uk 

For further details of our spare parts 

Tel: 01964 671046 

Email: svwspares@aol.com 



























AUTOMOBILIA 

BY ANDREW RALSTON 


Tri-ang 
Minic MGA 



I ew toy companies have been 
more innovative than Tri- 
ang, but that doesn’t mean 
I all of their products were 
successful. Having noted the popularity 
of Dinky, Corgi and Matchbox cars, 
Tri-ang launched a rival diecast range 
in 1959 called Spot-On. Even though the 
models were well-made and built to a 
constant scale, they were too expensive 
and the range never really caught on. 
Similarly, Minic Motorways were a clever 
attempt to adapt the slot-car principle to 
a civilian setting, and even offered road/ 
rail links with Tri-ang 00 gauge train 
sets, yet the system never approached 
the success of Scalextric. 

1/20th scale battery-operated plastic- 




Electric Powered 

True-to-Detail 

Vn Scale Model 



A Product of 

THE LINES BROS. GROUP OF COHPANJES 

MERTON * LONDON ■ SW19 * ENGLAND 


bodied cars were 
yet another Tri-ang 
idea that failed to 
generate healthy 
sales. These were not in 
fact an original concept 
as a rival firm, Victory 
Industries, had been offering 
something similar since 1949. 

Victory had modelled early 1950s 
cars like the Morris Minor, Standard 
Ten and Austin Somerset whereas the 
new Tri-ang range offered more modern 
subjects when it appeared nearly a 
decade later, such as the Austin FX4 
taxi, Ford Zephyr Mkll, Triumph Herald 
and Ford Anglia. However, by then the 
popularity of this kind of toy had declined 
and Victory Industries were putting more 
effort into their VIP Raceway slot-car 
system in an (ultimately unsuccessful) 
attempt to rival Tri-ang’s much more 
popular Scalextric. 

The principle of the battery-powered 
car was simple enough: insert two torch 
batteries into a space under the car, 
switch on the motor and watch it zoom 
off. The front wheels could be turned, 
but once the car set off, there wasn’t 
much you could do to control it and it 
generally ended up hitting the nearest 
piece of furniture or skirting board. One 
solution was to put the batteries inside 
a control box and link this to the car 
via a cable, giving the operator more 
control. This feature was seen on many 
Hong Kong-made plastic toy cars of the 
era, but only appeared on a few Minics 



Big torch batteries were housed in this opening underneath the 
model. Once it was set in motion, all the operator could do was watch it go! 


These 1/20 scale models 
were accurately modelled on the real 
thing and beautifully proportioned. 


towards the end of production. 

But none of that affects the collector 
today who is - presumably - not going 
to play with the model but simply put it 
on display. And there can be few better 
centrepieces for a cabinet of MG models 
than the Tri-ang MGA. Being an open 
convertible, the front wheels could be 
steered using the steering wheel, and 
the forward/reverse mechanism was 
ingeniously operated from the centrally 
positioned gear lever. Victory had 
already brought out their own version 
of the MGA in 1956, but there’s no 
doubt that the Tri-ang is not only more 
detailed, but also captures the shape 
better, especially at the front. Available 
colours include cream (red seats), red 
(cream seats) and light blue (cream 
seats). Tri-ang even advertised a quirky 
accessory pack to go with it. Described 
as the Honeymoon Set, it contained 
male and female figures to sit in the 
cockpit, a boot rack and luggage, a 
‘just married’ sticker and an old shoe to 
dangle from the back of the car as the 
couple drove off into the sunset! 

In spite of all the effort put into them, 
these beautiful models were simply too 
fragile and too expensive to succeed as 
children’s toys. In 1960 they cost about 
35 shillings (£1.75) each, a sum which 
would buy you up to ten Dinky Toys. After 
barely four years Tri-ang decided to cut 
their losses, abandon the 1 /20th scale 
Minics and concentrate on Scalextric 
which brought in far bigger profits. ® 
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Just Right Autos 
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"WE ARE NOW THE LEADING OXFORDSHIRE SELLER OF LOW MILEAGE MG'S" 




WE ARE NOW PROUD TO ANNOUNCE 
THAT WE ARE XPART DEALERS AND 
CAN SUPPLY PARTS TO TRADE OR RETAIL 


10% 

DISCOUNTS FOR EMERGENCY SERVICES, 
ARMED FORCES AND NHS WORKERS! 


JUST ASK 


r 



GB 


L.'- 


We have a fully equipped workshop with our own MOT bay. 
Over 15 years experience on MGF/MGTF. We can carry out 
all repairs, anything from oil change to a full rebuild. We are 


also approved hood and screen fitters for MGF Mania 



Email: info@justrightautos.co.uk | Telephone: 01993 778060 
- Unit 6, & 7 154 Newland, Witney, Oxfordshire 0X28 3JH 



























Welcome to our special feature exploring what it is like to own and drive 
the many and varied two-seater sports cars built by MG since 1949. 

• REPORT BY: ROB HAWKINS 


MG's range of post-war two-seater 
sports cars arguably includes the most 
varied assortment of delectable yet 
affordable cars from any manufacturer 
over the last seven decades. There are 
traditional pre-war-style roadsters 
such as the TD and TF right up to the 
modern mid-engine MGF and TF, and 
in between there's everything from a 
humble Midget to an eight-cylinder 
RV8. Whilst the classic car market has 


boomed and prices rocketed, many 
MGs are still affordable and a good 
potential investment, not to mention 
great fun to drive. Whether you own 
one or more of the MGs outlined over 
the following pages or none of them at 
all, the information concerning each 
model's history, what they are like to 
drive, what problems to expect and 
modifications that can be made should 
enable you to dream and speculate. 



ABOVE: The TF looked lower and sleeker than the more traditionally upright TD (top). 



I he TC Midget of 1945 
technically qualifies as a 
post-war MG sports car, 
but since that was so lightly 
modified from the pre-war TB, we are 
going to start with the TD Midget that 
succeeded it in 1949. The TD’s steel 
chassis originated from the Y-Type, 
but was modified so that the rear 
chassis rails swept over the live axle, 
helping to provide more travel for the 
rear leaf springs. Modern components 
when compared to previous iterations 
of the T-Type line included lever arm 
dampers, rack and pinion steering 
(including a LHD version) and coil 
springs for the front suspension. The 
road wheels were four inches smaller 
in diameter than the TC s 19in dinner 
plates, and wire wheels were discarded 
in favour of solid steels. Although 
smaller wheels were fitted, the TD was 
five inches wider than the TC and used 
wider 5.5in tyres. By 1952 however, wire 
wheels became an optional extra. 

With all-round hydraulically operated 
drum brakes, modern suspension and 
the option of ordering a heater and a 
radio, the TD was a step up in sports 
car ownership. The engine remained 
the same as that fitted to the TC, 
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ABOVE: The TF had octagonal gauges positioned centrally in the dashboard. 


namely the 1250cc XPAG with overhead 
valves and four cylinders inside a cast 
iron engine block topped off with a cast 
iron cylinder head. At first it produced 
a modest 54bhp, which may not sound 
a lot but is actually quite respectable 
considering the 1275cc A-series nearly 
two decades later only produced around 
65bhp in standard tune. 

The XPAG engine was revised in 1951 
with a new engine block, sump, bell¬ 
housing, flywheel and a larger clutch. 
The engine number prefix was changed 
to TD2, and TDs with this engine have 
become known as TD2 models. These 
are not to be confused with the TD Mark 
II (also known as the TD Competition 
model) on which the XPAG engine’s 
power output had increased by 3bhp 
courtesy of larger valves, a higher 
compression ratio and larger twin 
SUs. Suspension on the Mark II was 
firmer thanks to the addition of friction 
dampers alongside the hydraulic units, 
but this did improve the handling too. 
Optional extras on the TD included 
higher ratios for the rear axle and a 
supercharger conversion. 

TD sales reached 30,000 in total 


throughout its four-year production 
run, before modern sports cars 
such as the Triumph TR2 and Austin 
Healey 100-4 started to erode buyers’ 
confidence in the older looking TD with 
its pre-war flared wings and running 
boards. One last attempt to keep the 
model alive arrived in 1953 in the form 


of the TF, essentially a facelifted TD 
with a revised front end, front wings and 
rear. On the TF a pair of bucket seats 
replaced the TD’s single seat back with 
separate seat bases. Under the skin the 
mechanical components remained the 
same, but in September 1954 a larger 
1466cc version of the XPAG was fitted » 


Jobs and costs 


Due to the age of the TD and TF, there is generally a huge 
divide in condition and forecasted running costs. Cars that 
have been restored or well looked after should only require 
maintenance costs. Few are daily drivers, so estimate that 
annual servicing should cost less than £100 for engine oil 
and a filter, spark plugs and the biennial replacement of 
brake fluid and coolant. However, there are a number of 
common problems to be wary of. One of the XPAG engine’s 
weak spots is its rear main oil seal, which is actually a 
scroll rather than a proper seal and invariably leaks. An 
uprated rear oil seal kit is available for around £200, 
but fitting will add considerably to costs and the 
rear main bearing cap will require machining. 

Valve stem oil seals can harden, especially 
if the vehicle is rarely used. New seals are not 
expensive, but a check and skim of the cylinder 
head along with a new gasket can see the final 
bill turn into a low three-figure sum. However, 

Mike Green at NTG points out that he has found 
many people fit the oil seals incorrectly, down 
on the valve stem, when they should be located 
underneath the valve cotters. 

My unleaded heads [pictured right - Edjare 
unique as we manufacture our own guides that 
are modified to accept a modern valve stem seal, 
making them far superior to the original O-ring 
design,’ comments Peter Edney. ‘We also carry 
out some porting to the inlet ports to improve 
the gas flow, creating a smoother idle and better 
torque throughout the rev range.’ 


Early TDs had a clutch cable that was prone to friction 
problems, whereas later TDs and the TF used a rod 
instead. An adjustable clutch rod from Moss for £50 is a 
worthwhile upgrade for all these models, because it helps 
to eliminate problems associated with wear to the clutch 
face, flywheel, release bearing and gear linkage. 

Tatty TDs and TFs may require a thorough overhaul in 
many areas, but perhaps the biggest problem concerns 
the ash framework that supports the body. Even a TD or 
TF in seemingly good condition can be blighted with a 
rotten ash frame. Replacement framework is available 

from several specialists and individual pieces cost 
■ as little as £50, but a full main body timber kit 
will cost £2700, while a built-up body tub with 
doors is £9000. And if you think you can get away 
with replacing a single piece, remember that the 
work involved in stripping down the bodywork, 
removing the rotten woodwork and replacing it 
will be very time-consuming, and steel panels that 
have been prised off will not always fit straight 
back on. And because these cars were assembled 
selectively at the factory, both new and secondhand 
replacements will invariably need fettling to fit. 

The chassis itself can suffer from damage, rust 
and previous repairs. On the TD and TF the entire 
side rails were boxed in, and this is the most likely 
place to find rust. It can generally be patched easily 
enough though, and twisting or kinks from accident 
damage is likely to be a bigger (ie more expensive!) 
problem. 
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(Labelled XPEG), which produced 63bhp 
and more importantly to most drivers 
provided 17% more torque. Known as 
the TF 1500, the model lasted until 
April 1955 when MG was finally allowed 
to compete with the likes of the Austin 
Healey and launch the modern-looking 
MGA. TF production figures show 9602 
were manufactured, making the total 
for TD and TF a little under 40,000. 

If you’re looking to buy a TD or a 
TF, then you’ll probably need around 
£10,000 just to buy a restoration project. 
Should you want a car that’s ready to 
use then allow up to £20k, rising to over 
£30k for some of the very best. 

Modifications 

The TD and TF modification market 
evolved during the cars’ production 
life, with upgrades that ranged from 
little luxuries up to the extremes of a 
supercharger conversion. These cars 
were raced, so performance upgrades 
within the rules and regulations were 
in demand. Nowadays, the modification 
market for the TD and TF appears to 
have taken a different direction whereby 
modernisation and longevity are 
generally seen to be more desirable. 

An electronic ignition conversion is a 
good starting point for better reliability. 
Prices vary greatly from around £100 
(NTG recommend the Powerspark 
conversion for £96, which sits inside a 
standard distributor). Engine servicing 
can be made easier by replacing the 
traditional canister style oil filter with a 
spin-on type - budget for around £100 
from the likes of Moss, NTG and other 
specialists. These conversion kits vary 
in what you get for your money. NTG’s 
adapter for the early TD, for instance, 


consists of a spin-on filter that’s housed 
inside an original looking canister and 
costs £127.20. 

The XPAG’s cast iron cylinder head 
can be converted to run on unleaded 
fuel by fitting hardened valve seats, 
which costs around £400 if converted 
by a specialist (excluding fitting), or just 
over £200 for the parts from the likes of 
Peter Edney and NTG (a machine shop 
will still need to be paid to complete 
this conversion unless you have an 
extremely well equipped workshop and 
the necessary skills). 

Cylinder head modifications 


are a good way to improve engine 
performance. Mike Green at NTG 
recommends having the cylinder head 
ported and gas flowed, fitting TF-size 
valves to earlier heads and increasing 
the compression ratio. 

The dynamo can be replaced fora 
later alternator, retaining the original 
positive earth system or changing to 
negative earth. The wiring must be 
capable of withstanding the additional 
current generated by the alternator - 
harness specialists such as Autosparks 
can supply uprated wiring. An authentic 
looking Dynator, which is built to 
resemble a dynamo but is actually an 
alternator, costs around £250 from the 
likes of Peter Edney. 

Twin SU carburettors were fitted to 
all TDs and TFs. The Mark II TD and TF 
had twin 1.5in SUs whereas all earlier 
T-Types had twin 1.25in carburettors, 
so a popular upgrade on any engine 
with 1.25in SUs is to fit a pair of larger 
1.5in carburettors. Aftermarket air 
filters can be fitted too along with 
varying sizes of ram pipes, which can 
help to provide additional performance 
or complement other modifications. 

A supercharger conversion is one 
of the ultimate period modifications, 
but should only be fitted if the engine 
is in good working order and has a 
suitable compression ratio (around 
8.3:1) and displacement. Steve Baker’s 
supercharger conversion kit costs 


ABOVE: TheXPAGis a brilliant engine, but rebuild costs can be surprisingly high. 
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£3300 and 
includes a new 
Eaton M45 or 
M62 blower that 
has been modified 
to fit onto the XPAG 
engine in the T-Types, a 
rebuilt 1.5in SU carburettor 
and all the necessary manifolds, 
ancillaries and gaskets. Steve 
recommends further modifications, 
such as a camshaft upgrade (£325) 
with a longer exhaust duration to 
get the most out of forced induction. 
Supercharger conversions are also 
available from other XPAG and MG 
specialists such as Andy King, Peter 
Edney and Moss using a more modern 
pop-off or sneeze valve and a different 
inlet manifold. 

If supercharging is a step too far, the 
1250cc XPAG engine can be bored out 
to a maximum of 1350cc on its standard 
crankshaft, while a longer stroke 
crankshaft can result in 1466-1470cc. 
Peter Edney, Andy King and Brown & 
Gammons are some of the specialists 
who can build a modified XPAG engine. 
Expect to pay from upwards of £4500. 


‘We are now getting a lot better 
torque curve, a lot more power and 
an oil-tight engine,’ comments Peter 
Edney on his engine development of 
the XPAG (pictured here). ‘Our fast road 
engine at £4500 will rev to 6000rpm and 
produces 80bhp, which is nearly double 
the original. If you add a supercharger 
we’re hitting lOObhp, and the car is still 
useable in modern traffic.’ 

Camshafts and Vernier timing gear 
are available for the XPAG; budget for 
up to £500 for the two. Stainless-steel 
manifolds can aid airflow, with the 
exhaust side costing around £700 from 
Peter Edney and the inlet being around 
£250, while a stainless-steel exhaust 
system costs around £200 including 
mounts and gaskets. 

Another approach to making 
a TD or TF feel more 
spirited is to change 
the axle ratio. Factory 
upgrades included 
a 4.5:1 final drive 
ratio, which may 
knock the top speed 
down but makes for 
livelier acceleration. 
NTG sell such a kit, 
including shims and 
washers, for £274.80. 
Plowever, the most 
popular gearing-related 
modification is the Ford Type 
9 gearbox conversion, which 
can be fitted to the XPAG 1250 and 
XPEG 1500 engines using an adaptor 
kit. Conversion kits start at around 
£1200, which includes a cast alloy bell 
housing, clutch plate, spigot bush, 
chrome gear lever, propshaft, speedo 
cable and mounting brackets. Expect 
to pay around another £200 for a used 
Ford Type 9 gearbox, or £1000 for a 
reconditioned unit. 

Inside a TD orTF, seat belts or 
harnesses can be added for around £40 
each, but there are no mounting points, 
so spreader plates may need to be 
used. Steve Baker sells a reproduction 
GPS-based speedometer and electronic 
tachometer for £525 each. 

As for the suspension, Brown and 
Gammons sell a strengthened swivel 
pin and trunnion set for the TD and TF, 
which is manufactured in the UK and 


kk A SUPERCHARGER IS ONE OF THE ULTIMATE 
PERIOD MODIFICATIONS BUT SHOULD ONLY BE 
FITTED IF THE ENGINE IS IN GOOD ORDER 99 


Modifications 





ABOVE: A modern spin-on oil filter 
can be hidden inside a housing to 
keep the look of the original canister. 


ABOVE: Adaptor kits can be used to 
con vert cars running on steel wheels 
topopularbut demanding wires. 


ABOVE: Disc brakes can also be 
fitted. This is NTG's kit; it retails for 
£7381steel) or £814 (wire wheels). 


costs £510 for a set. They’re not only 
stronger than OE components, but 
enable later MGB lever arm dampers 
to be fitted, which cost around £80 each 
whereas reconditioned OE lever arm 
dampers cost £122 each. 

Competition brake shoes cost £131 
from Brown and Gammons (£59.40 if 
you send your old competition shoes 
to them). A remote servo can be fitted 
and will cost around £150. NTG have 
recently launched a front brake disc 
conversion, which uses MGB calipers 
and brake pads along with a new hub. 
Budget for £700-£800, depending on 
whether steel wheels or wires are 
fitted. They also offer a wire wheel 
conversion for £888 (wheels extra). » 
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« Driving impressions 

The TD was a revelation when it was 
launched, thanks to the independent 
front suspension with separate coil 
springs and lever arm dampers that 
gave the sports car a superior ride 
quality when compared to more 
traditional leaf springs. The fluid feel 
of the suspension provides all the 
feedback you need under cornering, 
which feels fast for a classic car but 
slow by modern motoring standards. 
Unlike previous T-Types, synchromesh 
on the upper three ratios meant there 
was no longer any need to pump the 
clutch pedal when changing down a 
gear, although first gear needs the car 
to be stationary or double-declutching 
before you can ease it in. 

The XPAG engine in the TD and TF 
doesn’t benefit from high revs, so a 
modest 3-4000rpm is sufficient before 
a gear change is required. Fortunately 
though, it’s quite a torquey engine, 
capable of steadily climbing hills 
without the need for gear changes 
down the ‘box or high revs. 

Being a moderately lightweight car 
(the TD weighs in at 876kg whereas 
the TF is quoted at a heavier 912kg), 
acceleration feels quite lively. By 
modern car standards it is not 
that impressive with the TD taking 
23.5 seconds to reach 60mph from 
stationary and the TF 1500 needing 16.3 
seconds, but this isn’t the point of such 
a car. Instead, the lack of refinement 
combined with the appeal of open top 
motoring makes it all the more exciting. 

Patience and mechanical sympathy 
are two essential ingredients required 
to drive a standard TD orTF. Providing 
the novelty value doesn’t wear off, 
driving a sports car from the 1940s 
or 1950s that’s now over 70 years old 
should never be less than memorable. 
Just make sure you leave plenty of 


space for braking, especially after 
jumping out of a massively servo’d 
and over-braked modern car. Another 
aspect of driving a standard TD or TF 
that needs some adjustment is the 
lack of seat belts and the absence of 
lateral support from the bench seat. A 
grab handle for the passenger comes 
in useful, while for the driver, learning 
to hold onto the steering wheel and use 
leg muscles you never knew existed is 
an acquired skill. 

When I drove Vic Crew’s TD around a 
short route in Northumberland, I was 
amazed by how much fun you can have 
in a car that takes almost a quarter of a 
minute to reach 60mph from standing. 
Plowever, my first impression of sitting 
in the TD concerns space. There’s a 
surprising amount of it when it comes 
to elbow and hip room, but not so 
much in the footwells, especially on the 
driver’s side where the brake pedal and 
accelerator are close together - you 
need slim shoes to avoid stamping on 
both at the same time. 


On the move, the simple ladder 
frame chassis generates some scuttle 
shake over rough surfaces, of which we 
have plenty these days. The steering 
provides plenty of feedback, but not to 
the point that you’re fighting with it. 

As for the suspension, it is fantastic, 
riding the bumps in the road and never 
transferring the effects of a pothole 
through to the chassis or bodywork. 

As we approached a sweeping left 
corner, I managed a swift change down 
to third and took a grip of the steering 
wheel, knowing there was nothing 
keeping me in my softly sprung sofa¬ 
wide bench seat. Yet the car scooted 
around the corner with ease, clearly 
demonstrating the ability of the TD’s 
suspension and its simple yet effective 
chassis. ‘The great thing about a car 
like this is you can feel it around the 
corners,’ Vic commented. 

‘Armchair motoring with 1950s 
sports car performance' is surely 
the best way to sum up the feeling of 
driving a TD. We’re not talking neck¬ 
breaking speed, but the overall package 
was a revolutionary step forward in 
terms of the pre-war T-Types, and if 
other more modern rivals made the TD 
look anachronistic, it could still show 
them a thing or two in terms of sporting 
fun. Yet the TD is not only a sports 
car, but also a capable cruiser, largely 
thanks to its comfortable seating and 
because it has a properly designed 
windscreen that keeps the airflow away 
from your ears and eyes. I felt I could 
happily cruise all day in a car like this. 
Just don’t expect motorway speeds 
all day long; when I say cruising, 50- 
60mph on country A-roads is what I’m 
talking about. ® 


ABOVE: The TD had round dials ahead of the driver and a single bench-style backrest. 
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MG had wanted to introduce their replacement for the T-Types back in 
1952, but company politics held it back until 1955. It was worth the wait 
though, as the new sports car was sleek, beautiful and a great all-rounder. 


his Austin-Healey pet project though, so 
Abingdon had to wait until September 
1955 before they could launch their new 
MGA Roadster. Powered by a 68bhp 
1489cc B-series engine, the MGA had 
drum brakes all round with coil spring 
suspension at the front, leaf springs at 
the rear and lever arm dampers at each 
corner. The following year, a coupe 
version was released which featured 
wind-up windows along with its roof 
(the Roadster had removable side 
screens to go with its hood). 

The MGA 1500 as it was known could 
cope with more power, so its B-series 
engine was tweaked to produce 72bhp, 
then enlarged in 1959 to 1588cc which 
added an extra 6bhp to power output 
and 17% more torque (disc brakes were 
fitted at the front by this time). Known 
as the MGA 1600, a Mk2 version was 
launched in 1961 which was powered by 
a 1622cc version of the B-series engine. 
However, the seemingly ultimate MGA 
appeared in 1958 with disc brakes 
all round and a 1588cc engine under 
the bonnet that had an aluminium, 
chain-driven, twin-cam cylinder head 
(as opposed to the cast iron overhead 
valve B-series engine that continued to 


he T-Types had transformed 
the fortunes of MG, but 
there was no denying that by 
the time the 1940s turned 
into the 1950s, it was beginning to lag 
seriously behind the new post-war 
designs being introduced elsewhere. 
On the classic scene that is all part of 
a T-Type’s charm, but when you are 


trying to sell new cars, then modernity 
is key for everybody except Morgan. The 
Austin-Healey 100 had paved the way 
for a new design of closed-wheel rear- 
wheel-drive sports car with its launch 
at the Earls Court Motor Show in 1952, 
quickly followed in 1953 by the TR2 
from Triumph. Leonard Lord at BMC 
was not willing to let MG compete with 
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be used in the other MGAs). The Twin 
Cam produced an impressive 108bhp 
at 6700rpm with 104lb.ft of torque at 
4500rpm, and could hit 60mph from 
stationary in 9.1 seconds, going on to a 
top speed of 113mph; at the time of its 
launch, the equivalent 72bhp 1489cc 
B-series in the MGA 1500 had a top 
speed of 98mph and took 15.6 seconds 
to reach 60mph from a standing start. 

Unfortunately, the MGA Twin Cam 
proved not to be as reliable as the 
B-series engine models (see Jobs and 
Costs for more details) and was axed 
in 1960 after only 2111 examples had 
been produced, 1801 of which were 
Roadsters. Twin Cam leftovers such as 
the all-round disc brakes were used up 
on a few hundred De Luxe 1600 models, 
which had the 1622cc B-series engine 
under the bonnet. 

Sales of the MGA set a new high 
for the marque with many exported 
overseas, but the company had to move 
with the times and investigate going 
from the separate body and chassis 



ABOVE: Much more spacious than a T-Type, the driving position is stilt very classic. 


design of the MGA to a monocoque. 

By 1962, such a car was launched in 
the form of the MGB, so the MGA was 
retired with sales totalling 101,081, far 
more than any previous MG model. 


Buying Advice 

The condition of an MGAs body is the 
primary driver behind its value. With 
a separate chassis and bodywork 
all constructed from steel, rust is a » 


Driving impressions 


The interior of an MGA reflects a 
typical sports car of the 1950s, with 
long, deep footwells and a driving 
position that’s close to the steering 
wheel. There’s an art to getting into 
the driver’s side by manoeuvring your 
legs underneath the steering wheel 
and into the long footwells, whilst 
at the same time lowering yourself 
onto the seat. And the doors aren’t 
particularly long, so you need to twist 
your legs around and get into position, 
which is a lot harder in a Coupe, or in 
a Roadster with the hood erected. 

Once you are seated, the lack 
of seat belts can leave you feeling 
vulnerable, although it is feasible to 
fit them. All round visibility is good 
in both the Roadster and the Coupe, 
although optional wing-mounted 


side mirrors don’t provide much 
assistance. (Clip-on overtaking 
mirrors can be fitted and are better). 

Starting the engine involves a 
turn of the ignition key, followed by 
pulling out a knob to activate the 
starter motor. The handbrake lever 
is mounted on the propshaft tunnel 
and is a fly-off design, so it is counter¬ 
intuitive but if it feels loose, then it’s 
on. For the handbrake to be off, the 
lever needs to be pulled up with the 
button on the front of it pushed in. If 
this does the job, then the handbrake 
lever will now have some resistance 
when it’s pulled up - but if you pull it 
up, the handbrake will be on again! 

The final challenge in driving an 
MGA is the lack of synchromesh on 
first gear. Don’t expect to be able 






to select first gear without double- 
declutching when the car is moving, 
and lots of mechanical sympathy is 
required to ease the gear stick into 
position when stationary. On the move, 
gear selection is much smoother. 

Exactly how you view the overall 
dynamics does rather depend on 
what you are comparing it to. An 
MGA provides more comfort, more 
protection from the elements and 
considerably more performance than 
a T-Type, but compared to a modern 
car it will sound noisy and harsh at 
cruising speeds and the brakes will 
feel adequate at best. 

However, what else would you 
expect from a 1950s vintage car? 
Approach it with a realistic mind set 
and you will adore what it has to offer 
- a surprisingly refined ride quality 
from the suspension and live rear 
axle, direct steering, a beautiful car 
that is a competent tourer on the one 
hand, but also one that is capable of 
keeping up with modern traffic. 
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major problem, especially around the 
battery box, floor mounts (floorboards 
themselves are plywood), sills, door 
posts and doorframes. There’s also 
a large lump of sound deadening felt 
fitted near the front body mounting 
area which can become soaked with 
water, resulting in corrosion of any 
surrounding metalwork. 

Chassis corrosion often begins with 
floorboard supports and the area 
underneath the A-posts, 
between the inner sill 
and chassis rail that 
can fill up with road 
dirt. Having said 
that, the chassis 
are reasonably 
robust, and previous 
accident damage 
twisting it out of true 
may be your bigger 
problem. The Twin 
Cam chassis is slightly 
different to a B-series 
engine chassis, but only 
concerning mounting brackets 
which are in different positions for the 
engine, steering rack, pedal box, brake 
lines and some of the body mounts. 

The exterior skins of the doors, 
bonnet and bootlid are all made from 
aluminium, but have a steel framework 
underneath so you need to be wary 
of any bubbling where the two meet. 
These and the main steel panels are 
available, but they are expensive and 
may require fettling to fit. And if the 
body has to come off the chassis for 
repairs, then lining everything back 
up afterwards can be notoriously 
time-consuming. If you are paying a 
professional to do that for you, then you 
can replace the words ‘time consuming’ 
with ‘very expensive.’ 

The B-series engine is much less 
of a concern as it is a well-proven 
OHV motor that requires only routine 



expensive anyway. 

Look for 50-60psi of oil 
pressure when hot, and 
listen out for rumbles from the 
bottom end. Infrequent use can result 
in hardened valve stem oil seals, which 
results in a plume of smoke from the 
exhaust, usually on the overrun. Oil 
leaks can emerge from the back of the 
engine, next to where it is mounted to 
the gearbox bellhousing. The cause of 
the leak is often the rear main oil scroll. 
A more modern lip seal can be fitted to 
replace the older scroll design, but the 
engine has to be removed to fit it and 
some machining is involved. 

Reliability problems associated 
with the Twin Cam model’s engine 
have now been resolved by a number 
of specialists. The MG Owners’ Club 
reckon the Twin Cam’s poor reliability 
was largely caused by the high 
compression ratio of the engine (initially 
9.9:1, but later reduced to 8.3:1), which 
required perfect ignition timing and the 


use of the correct spark plugs along 
with top-grade fuel to avoid detonation 
of the pistons. Another problem was 
that the engine had chromed piston 
rings and cylinder bores, which 
resulted in excessive oil consumption. 

MGA specialist Bob West, who agrees 
with the aforementioned problems, 
has also discovered that the valve caps 
on some early engines had not been 
hardened, so they would break and the 
collets would pull through. And whilst 
the compression ratio of the engine 
can be lowered to help preserve it, he 
prefers to keep it a little higher at 9.5:1 
by fitting forged and domed pistons 
that are the same as those used in the 
engines of the Le Mans race cars. Bear 
in mind that rebuilding a Twin Cam 
engine is nowhere near as cheap as it is 
for the OHV version. 

The standard brakes on the B-series 
MGA (drums all round or discs/drums) 
are reliable if properly maintained. The 
Twin Cam model has Dunlop 10.75in 
diameter discs and calipers all round, 
with a mechanical handbrake system 
operating the rear discs via separate 
calipers and pads. The mechanical pivot 
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for the handbrake can seize, so it must 
be regularly checked and lubricated. 

Prices of MGAs have rocketed in 
recent years. Ten years ago you could 
have bought one of the best OHV 
Roadsters for around £15,000. These 
days that will at best get you a usable 
car needing work, while you’ll have to 
pay twice as much for the best and even 
£5000 buys you nothing more than a 
total restoration project. Coupes have 
seen a similar rise, although they still 
lag behind the topless cars by a couple 
of grand. As for Twin Cams - if you have 
to ask, then you probably can’t afford 
one with asking prices pushing at the 
£50,000 barrier. 

Modifications 

Modern upgrades are a good starting 
point for modifications, including an 
unleaded cylinder head for around 
£250, a high-torque starter motor 
for less than £200 and updating the 
electrics with an alternator conversion 
for around £260 to replace the dynamo, 
switching from positive earth to 
negative, replacing the twin six-volt 
batteries for a single 12-volt unit and 
upgrading to electronic ignition for 
£100 more. Switching from positive to 
negative earth may mean the voltage 
regulator can be retained, but some of 
the connections will need to be changed 
around. If a replacement SU fuel pump 
is fitted with a positive earth diode, the 
diode will need reversing, or for a single 
polarity fuel pump the feed and earth 
wires may need swapping over. Not 
everyone agrees these upgrades are 


entirely necessary, though. 

Standard brake discs can be uprated 
with performance pads for around 
£70 and drilled and grooved discs for 
around £250. Adding braided stainless- 
steel flexi-hoses for around £70 can 
help to maintain braking pressure, 
while a remote vacuum-operated 
servo for around £160 can reduce the 
amount of braking effort required when 
pressing the brake pedal. 

Upgrades to later MGB discs and 
calipers are feasible on the front, 
but the conversion involves changing 
to MGB front suspension. Moss’s 
conversion kit may require a pair of 
Mk2 MGA front hubs (available new), 
depending on what is already fitted - 
prices start at £400. NTG’s conversion 
kit includes all the parts, including the 
hubs, for £611.80. Hoyle Suspension 
offer a front four-pot caliper conversion 
for the MGA, featuring 10.75in vented 
discs that fit within most 15in road 
wheels. Priced at £834, it requires MGB 
stub axles (£40-£50 each). 

The standard lever arm dampers can 
be changed for telescopic dampers at 
the rear, which are manufactured by 
the likes of Gaz, Spax and Koni, and 
cost around £200 for a conversion 
kit. Polyurethane bushes can replace 
standard rubber bushes from around a 
fiver each, and there’s a Special Tuning 
anti-roll bar kit that can be fitted to 
the front for £220 (a chassis extension 
assembly for £290 must be fitted to 
models prior to chassis number 66574). 

Hoyle Suspension has developed 
a number of suspension designs for » 


kk MODERN UPGRADES ARE A 000D STARTING 
POINT FOR ANT MODIFICATIONS*! 



ABOVE: OHV MGA engines were offered in three capacities: H98cc f 1588cc &1622cc. 


Modifications 



ABOVE: Beautiful replica Dunlop 
style wheels from Frontline can 
replace both steel and wire wheels. 



ABOVE: Upgrade options for the 
brakes are available if you feel you 
need more modern stopping power. 



ABOVE: Engine transplants may 
change the character of an MGA, but 
you still get those beautiful curves! 



ABOVE: A Hoyle independent rear 
suspension is highly regarded and 
will transform the handling of an A. 
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complete kit, including the gearbox, for 
around £2500. Vitesse-Global also offer 
a conversion kit using a more modern 
Mazda gearbox, and the parts for that 
cost around £2900. 

The MGA’s standard rear differential 
has a final drive ratio of 4.3:1 in the Mkl 
1500 and 1600, and a 4.1:1 ratio in the 
Mk2. Other diff ratios are available, and 
one of the most popular is the early 
MGB’s 3.9:1 crownwheel and pinion, 
which provides lower revs for cruising 
and is more suitable when gearboxes 
such as the Ford Type 9 are fitted. 

The MGA wasn’t equipped with seat 
belts as standard, but it was an option 
on the Mk2 and seat belts can be fitted 
using aftermarket harnesses at around 
£40 each, with spreader plates costing 
£5 each. Leather seats were fitted as 
standard, and covers are still available 
from many specialists, but with a wider 
choice of finishes and colours. Expect to 
pay at least £500 for leather covers, or 
£1000 for rebuilt leather seats with new 
wooden seat bases. 

Wire wheel conversions are available 
to transform a steel wheel MGA to 
splined hubs, and in some cases the 
halfshafts and brake drums have to be 
changed. Budget for between £550 and 
£700 for a conversion kit, then a further 
£700 for a set of painted wire wheels 
and another £300 for tyres. Another 
authentic wheel is the Dunlop steel 
wheel with a centre spinner, similar 
to those fitted to the MGA Twin Cam, 
which are available from Frontline 
Developments as an alloy and steel 
replica. These are available for hubs 
with and without centre locks. Budget 
for upwards of £1700 for a set of four. ® 


perhaps the 
ultimate upgrade 
for a B-series 
engine, but you 
do need to make 
sure the engine is in 
good condition. Moss 
offers such a conversion kit 
for £3672, which uses an Eaton 
MP45 supercharger and an SU HS6 
carburettor to produce 40% more bhp. 

Engine transplants are also popular, 
but do not underestimate what a major 
and invasive upgrade this can be. 
Modern twin-cams such as the Flonda 
VTEC and the Mazda MX-5 are some 
examples that have been successfully 
fitted, and Rover V8s have been shoe¬ 
horned in too. The standard four-speed 
gearbox can be changed for a later 
Ford Type 9 five-speed unit. NTG sell a 


the MGA. Their front double wishbone 
coilover conversion costs £1074, while 
at the rear they offer an independent 
setup with a Ford differential, double 
wishbones, coilovers and disc brakes. 
Prices for that start at £2382. 

Engine modifications are largely 
applicable to the B-series. Fitting the 
later three main bearing 1800 from 
the MGB is perhaps the best starting 
point if you desire more performance, 
but they are getting very hard to find. 

An even later five main bearing engine 
can be fitted, but the cable drive for 
the rev-counter cannot be 
refitted as this engine has 
an electronic version 
(easily rectified with 
a new rev counter). 

Also, the engine 
mounts will need to 
be altered, whereas 
the mounts of the 
three main bearing 
engine won’t. NTG 
point out that an 
1800 engine is best 
fitted with a tubular 
exhaust manifold as the 
standard MGA manifold is 
inadequate. 

Whatever B-series engine is fitted, 
there’s plenty of tuning potential. 
Larger twin SU carbs or DCOE Webers 
are a popular starting point, with 
new components costing from £700 
upwards. Around £1000 buys a lighter 
and airflow-efficient aluminium 
crossflow cylinder head. Look for stage 
tuning kits that help to bring together 
a number of modifications (exhaust, 
fuelling and ignition). 

A supercharger conversion is 
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Celebrating 30 Years of Showroom MG Sales 

offering the Largest selection of Classic MG’s in the UK 
www.classicmg.co.uk 







MGA ROADSTER, 1600 MK 2, UK CAR, 1961. 

Rare year model, in original chariot red. Heritage 
certificate. Body off restoration to exceptional 
standard. Detailed engine bay. All new/reconditioned 
throughout. All new leather and weather gear. Recent 
work by beech hill garage. Just arrived. £TBC 


MGB HERITAGE SHELL, 1968, TARTAN RED 

5000 miles since built, detailed engine bay and 
body coloured underside. Leather seats, wires 
and overdrive. Uprated brakes, polybushed 
suspension, rebuilt/reconditioned throughout. 
Immaculate paintwork £TBC 


MGB ROADSTER 1970, MK2 

correct mk2, GHN4 model, alloy bonnet. Bare 
metal respray , special leather interior and 
mohair hood, wires and overdrive, detailed 
engine bay. £14750 


MGA 1600 MK2 COUPE, RARE HOME MARKET CAR 

old english white with deluxe leather seats. Bare shell respray in 
2014 . Fully photographed. Peter Burgess eco tune head, fully 
rebuilt throughout with history back to 1972 . previous full rebuild 
by brown and gammons. Dunlop replica wheels. Heritage 
certificate and original green log book, valuable plate. £25,950 


MG RV8,1993, UK CAR WITH POWER STEERING 

one of 307 Home market cars AND 136 in BRG Metallic. Immaculate 
example with only 30000 miles from new. Brand new hood, refurbished 
wheels, adjustable power steering, olive wheatley uprated shocks, 
Fastidious owner undertook a bare shell respray in 2015, hardy used since. 
Finest available and drives as I remember them from new. £25950 



MGB GT JUBILEE, 1975, SPECIAL MODEL 

fully restored bodyshell and new interior. Full 
sunroof, detailed engine bay. One of the best 
Jubilees 

I have owned. £7950 



MGC ROADSTER,1968, TARTAN RED, 51000 
MILES FROM NEW 

Much recent work including unleaded head, new 
servo, maniflow exhaust system and electronic 
ignition, new chrome wires. Excellent paint finish, 
original leather steering wheel. £25950 


MG PA, 1934. 

Delightful pre war MG that is currently 
being re commissioned by us. £TBC 




FACTORY GT V8,34,000 MILES FROM NEW,1974 

Aconite with full sunroof and original period 
vinyl covered roof and tailgate. Much recent 
expenditure including suspension and 
cooling system. Remarkable time warp 
condition. Just arrived. £TBC 



MGC ROADSTER, 1969, SNOWBERRY WHITE,5 SPEED, 200BHP. very 
special MGC as it was the first one to be fitted with the MG Motorsport 5 
speed gearbox conversion and with Triple webers make this a fantastic drive. 
Fully restored shell. MGOC Executive leather seats and matching blue mohair 
hood. Magazine Featured and tested. Built by renowned specialist Doug smith. 
Heritage certificate and supplied new by University Motors London. £29500 



MGB ROADSTER MK1 PULL HANDLE, 1963 

black with chrome wires. Bespoke biscuit leather 
interior by PJM. Californian shell that has been 
professionally built to uk spec. 6600 miles since 
rebuild. All original panel work and structure. 
Currently being prepared for sale by us. £TBC 



FACTORY GT V8 WITH UPGRADES, 1974 

original chrome bumper model. Rebuilt engine with 
uprated heads and holley carb. 5 speed gearbox, uprated 
front brakes and suspension. Excellent bodywork and 
repainted in MG Mineral blue, full sunroof. 

Very quick example. £18950 



MGR V8,1995, OXFORD BLUE 

28000 miles, excellent original car. no.1562. 

Some details could be improved. 

Air conditioning has been removed. 2 owners 
since repatriation from Japan in 2oo2 £18500 



MGB HERITAGE SHELL, 1972, BRG. 

CHROME WIRES AND LEATHER INTERIOR. 
Resprayed in 2017 and previously supplied by 

us. £15950 



MGR V8, NIGHTFIRE RED. 

1994 , imported from Japan in 1998. 53000 miles 
and in superb original condition. New stainless 
full exhaust system. Full history. Tonneau cover 
and tool kit. Workshop manuals. £22000 



MGB V8 ROADSTER, HERITAGE SHELL,1966 

Mineral blue with 72 spoke 15” wire wheels. Bespoke build 
to exceptional standard. 3.5 Litre new engine and 5 speed 
gearbox. v8 axle. Edelbrock carb, uprated suspension with 
Bilstein shocks. MGC alloy bonnet, 
detailed engine bay. Please call for full spec. £25950 



MGB , HERITAGE SHELL, 1967 

Oselli engine with sports exhaust and weber carb. Re 
shelled by Beech hill garage and 1 owner for the past 
35 years. Leather seats and walnut dashboard. Superb 
paintwork and rust free bodyshell. 

It would cost 28k to replicate. £16450 



MGC GT 1969, RCY8G 

previous full body restoration to show standard,including 
fully detailed engine bay.A well known MGC at all the 
MGC club events. Rebuilt engine, gearbox and overdrive. 
New suspension, electronic ignition, good history file. 
Fully refurbished interior. Drives superbly. £19950 



MGC GT 1968, TRIPLE WEBERS WITH 
UPGRADES. 

Overdrive. New leather seats. Huge history file showing 
restoration and upgrades over many years. Twin pipe 
maniflo exhaust system. Full sunroof. Parabolic rear 
springs, twin fuel pumps. Kenlowe fan. £19,950 



MG TD, 1951, FACTORY BLACK, UK CAR 

new chrome wires and beige leather with 
matching tonneau. Previous full restoration 
with new ash frame. Very clean underside 
and drives superbly. Currently being 
prepared for sale. £24,500 


MGOC RECOMMENDED DEALER • MG CAR CLUB TRADE MEMBER 
01844 281700 • nigelguild@hotmail.com 























If the MGA and MGB were too expensive for your average impecunious 
young blade, then the Midget offered a cheaper way into the sporting 
scene. The miniature MG is still performing that same role today. 


A year after the Midget’s launch, 
the A-series engine was enlarged to 
1098cc, and front disc brakes were 
introduced a year on again in 1963. 
Despite these changes, the Midget 
remained in Mkl guise until 1964, 
when the Mk2 was launched with 
wind-up windows, lockable doors 
and optional wire wheels. This was 
replaced by the Mk3 two years later in 
1966, which saw the A-series engine 
stretched to the maximum at 1275cc 
to produce 65bhp at the flywheel. A 
foldable hood was now fitted, which 
was easier to operate than the 
previous removable assembly. 

The Sprite ceased production in 
1972, by which time it had lost the 
Healey tag and was badged simply as 
an Austin, but the Midget continued 
on. Round rear wheelarches were 
introduced in that year on what many 
people regard as the prettiest of the 
Midget bodies, replacing the flatter 
designs of previous models. Two years 
later, the Midget 1500 was launched, 
which saw the 1275cc A-series 
replaced by a larger 1493cc OHV 


hen the MG Midget first 
appeared in 1961, it 
was essentially a badge 
engineered Austin-Healey 
Sprite - the Mkl ‘Frogeye’ Sprite 
had been launched in 1958, and the 
Mk2 Sprite was identical to the new 
MG Midget except for having less 
brightwork and alternative badges. 
By contrast to the MGA, the Midget 


or Sprite (collectively known as the 
Spridget) offered a cheaper, more 
basic route into sports car ownership. 
The early cars had drum brakes all 
round, a 948cc A-series engine under 
the bonnet that drove the rear wheels 
via a four-speed gearbox and a live 
axle. There were no wind-up windows, 
just sidescreens and a stowaway hood 
and associated framework. 
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ABOVE: Getting in is rarely graceful, but once achieved, the driving position is good. 


unit taken from its deadly in-house 
rival, the Triumph Spitfire. The rear 
wheelarches also reverted to their 
former profile after it was found these 
were stronger in the event of a rear 
end shunt, and the chrome bumpers 
were replaced with large, black 
impact-absorbing items commonly 
known as rubber bumpers. This altered 
not only the aesthetics, but also the 
handling as the steel girders behind 
them added a hefty dose of weight 
at the little car’s extremities. The 
ride height was also raised, making 
it easier to get in and out but further 
blunting its original nimbleness. It was 
a more leisurely cruiser though, and 
at last a genuine lOOmph car. In this 
guise, the model lasted until 1979. 

The front suspension features 
kingpins with coil springs, lever arm 
dampers, upper and lower arms (the 
lower arm forms the seat for the 
coil spring) and an anti-roll bar on 
later models. At the rear, a live axle 
is located with leaf springs (quarter- 
elliptic at first, then semi-elliptic) and 


lever arm dampers. 

The Midget is still a tempting DIY 
project, so if you want a cheap way 
into ownership and are prepared to get 
stuck into a restoration, abandoned 
examples cost around £1000, whereas 


tatty reliable runners with lots of 
issues may cost twice this amount. 
However, a thorough restoration is 
probably going to cost over £5000, in 
which case, buying a completed project 
may be cheaper at £6000 or more. » 




Jobs and costs 


Some of the common problems 
associated with the Midget concern 
the suspension. The kingpins at the 
front can wear for instance, and the 
lever arm dampers all round can 
leak. Reconditioned or uprated lever 
arm dampers are available from 
£35. Corrosion can appear in the 
front lower suspension arms and the 
hangers for the rear leaf springs too. 

Bodywork corrosion in general 
is a major problem, whether it’s 
aesthetic or structural. The front 
panel and lower edges of the front 


wings right around to the A-panels 
are all susceptible to corrosion. The 
wheelarches inevitably get peppered 
with road dirt, resulting in corrosion, 
especially where the wheelarch 
meets the sill. The rust can spread 
to the sills and floors. If rainwater 
doesn’t drain out of the doors they can 
corrode along the bottoms, and water 
can collect inside the boot. Corrosion 
repairs are difficult to put a price on. 

A sill for instance can cost as little as 
£40 and a complete rear wing costs 
£155, but there’s often no telling how 


extensive the corrosion is until all of 
it has been cut away. A brand new 
bodyshell costs just over £10,000. 

The range of A-series and Triumph 
overhead valve engines that power 
the Midget have all proven to be 
reliable, so long as they are routinely 
maintained. Head gasket failure, 
if it happens, often starts between 
cylinders three and four, which are 
furthest from the water pump. The 
valve stem oil seals can harden if the 
engine is infrequently used, just like 
many other engines. A rattly top end 
is often caused by incorrect valve 
clearances. If the problem persists 
after adjustment, the rocker gear may 
need to be removed and machined 
where each rocker’s pad makes 
contact with the pushrod. 

Maintenance of the braking system 
is straightforward with a plentiful 
supply of affordable spares. Brake 
discs cost around £20 for a pair and a 
new brake caliper is £55, for example. 
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Modifications 

The Midget has always been a magnet 
for body modifications, from GT hard 
tops to droop snoot noses all the 
way up to a total transformation into 
something like the Arkley SS. This trend 
is continuing, and we’ve got a few of 
the options overleaf. So right now, we’ll 
concentrate on the running gear mods. 

Mechanically, the suspension’s lever 
arm dampers can be changed for more 
modern telescopic units for around 
£1000 (including mounting bracketry). 
Experimenting with front coil springs, 
rear leaf springs and suspension 
bushes (eg. upgrading from rubber 
to polyurethane) can help to improve 
the ride quality and handling of the 
Midget, but some owners are perfectly 
happy to stick with standard, so try 
before you decide to splash the cash. 

As discussed later, there is a noticeable 
difference between driving a lighter 
and more responsive early Midget and 
a heavier rubber bumper 1500, so you 
want to make sure you get the one that 
suits your driving style before 
automatically assuming it 
has to be modified. 

If the engine has 
been uprated, then 
the suspension 
may suffer from 
tramping under 
hard acceleration 
when setting off. 

This happens when 
the rear leaf springs 
wind up as the rear 
axle puts the power 
down, then they let go, 
resulting in the car hopping 
or tramping. Fitting anti-tramp bars 
between the front and mid-mounting 
points for the leaf springs can help to 
remove the risk of tramping and help 
to control the vertical movement of the 
axle. Expect to pay around £200 for an 


anti-tramp kit, but 
be aware that fitting 
this may result in a 
harsher ride quality. 

Brake upgrades 
include fitting a 
remote servo to 
reduce the amount of 
braking effort applied 
to the pedal (this doesn’t 
make the brakes perform any 
better, they just require less effort on 
the brake pedal). Budget for £70-£150 
for a single-circuit servo, and £300 for a 
later dual-circuit system. 

Performance discs and pads are a 
good starting point for upgrading the 


brakes, with drilled discs and Mintex 
Ml 144 pads costing around £140. A full 
set of braided stainless-steel flexi- 
hoses will help to maintain braking 
pressure (less ballooning than standard 
rubber flexi-hoses) and cost around 
£100 a set. Frontline have developed 
a number of brake upgrade kits, 
including four-pot front calipers with 
discs and pads for just over £900, and a 
rear disc conversion from £1175. 

Engine modifications are well- 
catered for thanks to the A-series being 
shared with the likes of the Mini and 
the 1500’s engine being used in the 
Triumph Spitfire. Larger carburettors, 
wilder camshafts, performance rocker 


Modifications 



ABOVE LEFT TO RIGHT: Strange but true - the twin cam head from a BMW motorbike can be made to fit the A-series; the 
modified front suspension from Frontline; rear disc conversions are available for cars that have been heavily modified. 
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ABOVE: An anti-tramp kit like this can 
stop the rear springs winding up, 
especially if the engine's been tuned. 

gear and performance free-flowing 
exhaust manifolds and systems are 
some of the popular upgrades. The 
engines can be over-bored, with 
popular displacements for the 1275 
A-series being 1293, 1310, 1340 and 
1380cc. The cast iron, five-port A-series 
cylinder head can be changed for 
more ports (eg. eight-port crossflow), 
aluminium or even a twin-cam from 
the BMW K100 motorbike. And that is 
before you even start on conversions 
such as the K-series or Ford Zetec. 

Talking of Ford, the Type 9 five-speed 
gearbox can be mated to the Midget’s 
standard range of engines. Expect to 
pay around £1000 for a conversion kit 
from the likes of Frontline, and up to 
£1000 for an overhauled gearbox. » 


Driving impressions 




ABOVE: it is easy to dismiss the rubber bumper Midgets without giving them a 
go, but they are still huge fun, and when they look this good, who could say no? 


with its heavy rubber bumpers is not 
so agile, but can be more relaxing to 
drive with its torquey Triumph motor. 
The steering isn’t power assisted, 
but not too heavy and certainly not as 
heavy at slow speeds as the MGB’s. 

Synchromesh isn’t available in 
first gear on the Mkl -3, but the 
1500 uses the gearbox from the 
Morris Marina. The action on this 
isn’t generally as smooth, but it is at 
least an all-synchro unit. Pre-1963 
Midgets have drum brakes all round, 
whereas later models have front 
disc brakes. There’s nothing wrong 
with drum brakes, providing they are 
correctly adjusted. Flowever, disc 
brakes require less maintenance and 
perform better under high speed 
braking. Some MG dealers offered an 
optional brake servo when the Midget 
was available new. 


In a standard set-up, the Midget can 
be regarded as a no-frills sports car, 
especially the Mk1-Mk3, but this 
should be the appeal of such a car. 

It is basic, small, agile and good fun 
to drive. When compared to an MGA 
or MGB of the time, or a modern 
sports car such as a Mazda MX-5, it’s 
much smaller and less refined. The 
driving position is typical of an MGA, 
with your feet lost inside the deep 
footwells and the steering wheel 
close to your chest. 

The handling is predictable, but 
with a short wheelbase and a live 
axle almost underneath the front 
seats, the ride quality can be slightly 
harsh at times, especially on the Mkl 
Midget with its quarter elliptic rear 
leaf springs (later models had semi- 
elliptics). Some people feel the Mkl 
is a little twitchier, whereas the 1500 
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Body Beautiful 



In this feature we have talked almost 
exclusively about the MG Midget, 
though we did mention at the outset 
how this was a badge-engineered 
version of the Austin-Healey Sprite. The 
MG’s arrival coincided with the adoption 
of more conventional styling for the 
front and back of the Sprite, which had 
started out as what everybody now 
calls the Frogeye. That nickname was 
because of the headlight pods on the 
bonnet, fitted not for styling purposes 
but because the desired pop-up lights 
were too expensive. Together with 
a radiator grille that turns up at the 
corners, these give the Frogeye a very 
definite and very happy face (far right) 
that is instantly endearing. 

That has inspired others to recreate 
the Frogeye look. One was the Flealey 
Frogeye, created by Keith Brading 
who set up the Frogeye Car Company 
on the Isle of Wight in 1986. With 
the approval of Donald and Geoffrey 
Flealey, he produced finished cars, and 
also sold assembly kits that would 
enable owners of an original Frogeye 
to rebuild a wreck, and for owners of 
later Spridgets to restore them with 
the Frogeye look using rust- 
free GRP bodywork on a 
rust-free galvanised 
chassis. The rebuilt 
cars used enough 
of the essential 
components to 
retain their original 
registration 
numbers. 

More recently, 

Tifosi put together 
a package of GRP 
panels that could be 
grafted onto any Sprite 
or Midget to recreate the 
Frogeye look (inset). Called the 
Rana, this kit is now produced and sold 
by MG specialist, Flail’s Garage. They 



also produce the Tifosi SS, a faithful 
reproduction of the original Sebring 
Sprites that were campaigned by John 
Sprinzel in the 1950s and 1960s, and 
very recently introduced their 
beautiful J.E.M. (bottom 
right), a coupe inspired by 
the Jacobs Midgets. 

A more extreme 
conversion is the 
Westfield XI (below), 
which uses Midget 
running gear to 
recreate the Lotus 
Eleven racer. This 
is still produced in 
small batches, and 
at the time of writing a 
new batch was about to be 
produced with a retail price of 
£11,499. Such a radical reworking 
of the Midget is hardly new, as John 
Britten’s garage created the Arkley SS 



(above left) in the early 1970s to rebody 
rusty Spridgets using a new nose, 
wings and tail but reusing the original 
structure and doors. 

Rather more glamorous was a 
creation from Italy, the Innocenti Spider 
and later a Coupe (top). These had been 
conceived initially when the Frogeye 
was in production because many people 
at the time thought that car’s styling 
was odd rather than endearing, and 
the idea was to combine Italian styling 
flair with the robust and simple British 
running gear. Unfortunately the result 
was expensive, and none too quick 
once all the extra bodywork and luxury 
touches had been added. Sadlyjust 
6857 Spiders and 794 Coupes were built 
by the time production ended in 1968. 

This is by no means a definitive guide 
to all the Midget-based options, but 
does give a flavour of how versatile the 
baby MG has been. ® 





ABOVE AND LEFT: The Tifosi J. EM 
coupe is the latest Midget-based 
conversion to be offered, but the 
WestfieldXi may be the most extreme. 
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CARS FOR SALE 

2010 MG TF 135 LE 500 Met Blue, Hard Top, all usual 

refinements. 28,000 miles. £5,495 

1977 MG Midget White, black interior. 1 family + I owner. 

Useable & sound, needs some TLC.£2,590 

1972 MGB GT. Harvest Gold with black interior. Walnut 

dash. Last owner 19years. V clean & tidy car. £5,250.00 

1961 Mkl Midget Old English White/Red interior. Repatriated 
from U.S.A. in 1996, subject to total strip and rebuild by 
previous owner, Fitted 1340cc Engine and Gearbox, Servo 
assisted disc brakes, total delight to drive. £10.500 


Manufacturers of the Tifosi Kit. Our Tifosi 
SS Sebring Sprite Reincarnation available 
for viewing 

As well as race preparation, Hall's can offer a full range of services 
including MoTs and repairs, restoration and accident repair. 

Established Family Run Business 

We specialise in all MGs from 1950-2005 
MOTOR ENGINEERS & SPORTS CAR SPECIALISTS 
Online: www.hallsgarage.co.uk 
Email: steve@hallsgarage.co.uk 

Remember...our reputation is your guarantee 

Tel: 01778 570286 Fax: 01778 570540 

Halls Garage, Morton, Near Bourne, Lincolnshire, PE 10 ONS 





DON’T LOSE 
YOUR COOL 


Revbtec 


V 


Wallingford Oxfordshire. T: 0044 (0)1491 824424 E: sales@revotec.com W: www.revotec.com 
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Kmaps 


The K series Remap Experts 



_&jg k'aii 


Better Response 
More Torque 
More Power 
More Economy 


Installed in your factory ecu by 
ex factory engineers! 
Official Tune supplier to 
MGCC race series 


MORE FUN! See more on the Kmaps 

website or visit us on Fa cebook 

Lodge Farm, Kineton, Warks CV350JH 


Tel 07928196856 


www.kmaps.co.uk 

Call NOW to arrange your upgrade! 


MG 

ENTHUSIAST 

Please call on 

01233 228754 



Transform your MCF or TF with 
a Boxer Roll Hoop & Windbreak 
- the original and best! 

Fits all models: 

1995 - 2010+ 
Choice of styles 
H ■ and finishes inc. 

1 black, silver and 
polished chrome 
^ See website for 

full range 


For Your MG 






VOTED - 

— BEST EXHAUST'^ 

BY MG ENTHUSIAST J 


TESTED BY MG ENTHUSIAST AND ROGER PARKER <T . =. ' ^ 

with over 100 kits sold in 2018 and 100% ® 

positive feedback, the FCCKit has been a 
great success. We are pleased to announce a 
~ revised design for 2019: the FCCKit MK3 kit with modifications to make 

j - fitting easier and additional height adjustment. Camber adjustment and 

1 \ self-lubricating bearings are also incorporated. 

The kit comprises 4 shocks, 4 springs, 4 top arms, 4 
turrets, 4 ABS brackets plus all the necessary fixings. 


Only 

£117 


TOUGHENED 
SAFETY GLASS 




QUAD, ROUND 
or OVAL tail pip 




STAINLESS STEEL 


+VAT 


jfc J ■- * V ' The Mike Satur TransFormer Coilover Kit 

features a CNC machined alumininium top 
assembly housing that bolts into the top of the subframe via a rubber 
cushion isolating pad (no drilling required). The spring and shock 
body moves without lateral resistance from the mounting plate. This 
unique design has a 50mm diameter large capacity shock body for a 
improved ride with height and damper adjustment so the suspension 
can be fine-tuned to your requirements... a first for TF owners! 
Supplied as a fully assembled unit with springs, ready to bolt into 
the subframe and supplied with new lower fixing bolts that are CNC 
precision machined. No old parts are re-used. The springs can be easily 
changed for different rates without the need for spring compressors. 
Note: the top arms will require re-drilling for the larger diameter bolts. 
The kit comprises 4 springs, bottom bolts and top mounts. 


STANDARD 1 
OR LOWERED 




WELD IN 

■F3W 


SCREWIN 


All products designed by Mike Satur 

All prices exclude VAT unless stated 


HHiMl 

_Only | 







PARTS 

MAIL ORDER 
WORLDWIDE 





















Vibesse nazo. 

Gearbox Conversion Kits for the MGA, MGB & V8 
using the latest Mazda 5 Speed Transmission 



•1-44 [0]14S5 611230 


Complete Kits to transform your Classic Car 
with modern day Driveability and Reliability 


Prestige Premium Quality Soft Tops Sc Interior Trim For The Discerning Enthusiast 

Autotrim Products _ 

] Head Office England: +44 (0)151 643 9555 ,1 = USA Sales: 1800 659 2649 


World Wide Mail Order Website: www.PrestigeAutotrim.c 




Europe Wide Mail Order 
Re-Trim Service 


Seats & Trim Can Be Collected From 
Anywhere In Europe. 


• Items Collected For Factory Re-Trim 

• Factory Quality Seat Re-Trim Service 

• New Laser Cut Door & Trim Panels 

• Factory Quality Carpet Sets Available 

• Dashboard & Misc Items Re-Trimmed 
(Where Available) 


Large range of models available. 

Please view our website for more information. 



Factory Quality Soft Tops 

Large Choice of Makes Sc Models 



Tonneau Sc Hood Covers 
Wide range of available colours 


CASRIO SHIELD® 

A Tailored Solution To Soft Top Protection™ 
Protect Sc Preserve Your Soft Top Sc Windows From: 

• Leakages & wear damage 

• Opportunist theft of contents 

• Tree sap, sun damage, dirt build up etc 

Concealed Attachment - No Need For Straps 
Secure From Wind Sc Theft [iTS 



Trade Enquiries Welcome 


Prestige Autotrim Products Ltd, Oak Tree Place, Expressway Business Park, Birkenhead, CH42 1 NS, England 























We’ll court controversy here by lumping the MGB in with the MGC 
and the MGB GTV8, but the three share so much in common that 
we reckon the similarities outweigh the differences. 


he MGB is in many people’s 
opinion the most successful 
sports car MG have made 
to date, pre- or post¬ 
war. Its production life spans three 
decades from when it was launched in 
September 1962 to when MG ceased 
production in 1980. Throughout this 
time, the majority of models were 


powered by the cast iron 84-95bhp 
1798cc four-cylinder OHV B-series 
engine. However, the 2912cc straight- 
six C-series engine was used to create 
the MGC, which was produced between 
1967 and 1969. Not strictly in the MGB 
camp, this shared most of the B’s 
body, the only external distinguishing 
characteristic being bulges in the 


bonnet, though there was also a new 
torsion bar front suspension and 
revised sheet metal under that familiar 
skin. The only other engine option 
offered by the factory was the Rover 
3526cc V8. This created the BGT V8, 
which was produced between 1973 and 
1976. In one of those painful twists of 
fate this was just in time for the world 
to enter a fuel crisis and sales were 
never good. (The O-series OHC unit was 
planned, but progress was delayed for 
so long that the Abingdon factory had 
closed before this came to fruition.) 

Initially launched as a Roadster, 
the BGT came along in 1965 with 2+2 
seating being an option until 1968, after 
which it became standard. The MGC 
was also offered as both a Roadster 
and a GT, though the factory only ever 
offered the B V8 in GT form. In 1975, the 
chrome bumper exterior was changed 
to large impact-absorbing ‘rubber’ 
buffers to comply with US legislation, 
the ride height being raised at the same 
time and for the same reason, with 
handling suffering as a result. 

Over half a million MGBs were 
produced during its lifetime, along with 
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8999 MGCs and 2591 MGB GTV8s. The 
cheapest way into owning any of these 
models is to buy a rubber bumper GT, 
but prices of even this entry level model 
have been pulled along with the rest of 
the classic car market in recent years, 
so expect to pay around £4000 or more 
for a seemingly reliable daily driver that 
needs looking after. £1000-E2000 only 
buys abandoned basket cases these 
day, or cars which may be on the road 
but will likely need sill replacement and 
other work in the near future. 

Chrome bumper Roadsters are 
always the most popular and now 
appear to be selling for £10,000 or 
more. If you’re looking for a genuine 
BGT V8 or an MGC, then £15,000- 
£20,000 seems to be the starting price 
for something halfway decent. » 



ABOVE: The is a late-model dash, but changes from earlier cars were fairly minor. 




Routine maintenance is within the 
scope of most DIY enthusiasts, 
especially oil changes, engine and 
brake servicing. Expect to pay around 
a fiver for an oil filter and £20-£40 for 
branded multigrade oil. MGOC Spares 
sell a comprehensive front brake disc 
service kit for £99.95, which includes a 
new pair of 10.75in solid EBC grooved 
discs, a set of pads and a fitting kit. 

Corrosion is the biggest problem to 
look for and with no separate chassis, 
the steel bodywork is the structural 
part of the car. Sills, floors, wings 
and arches are all susceptible to 
rust, and the true extent of this can 
often be hidden. Repair panels, new 
panels and complete bodyshells are 


available, many of them produced 
by British Motor Heritage on the 
original press tooling. The MGB Hive 
in Wisbech stock all of these, and 
charge £575 for a front wing, £179.95 
for a three piece sill kit, £95 for a 
door skin and £469.95 for a complete 
door. As ever though, buying panels 
is only the tip of the iceberg because 
there will also be a lot of peripheral 
welding to be done, not to mention the 
subsequent painting and fitting up. 

And it’s not just the bodywork that 
can corrode - everything from the 
petrol tank to the rear leaf springs can 
rust and either leak or break. On the 
other hand, everything you will need is 
available and generally cheap. 


ABOVE: Replacing a rusty sill can soon 
escalate into a complete body refurb, 
but a competent DiYer can do the lot. 

The B-series engine is the cheapest 
to maintain when compared with the 
MGC’s straight-six and the BGT V8’s 
eight cylinder, and the cheapest to 
rebuild. A professionally reconditioned 
B-series engine costs around £1500, 
whereas a Rover V8 needs a budget of 
close to £5000, and an MGC straight- 
six costs a little bit more than that. 
Those figures are before you get 
tempted by any serious modifications. 


ABOVE: Clutch changes will need the engine to come out, but again that is not a 
particularly difficult job on an MGB so long as you have access to a crane. 


ABOVE: The MGB engine bay provides 
ample access for servicing, though the 
points are buried at an awkward angle. 
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Modifications 

Several subtle modern upgrades 
are available for all engines in the B, 
including electronic ignition from £65 p 
a sports coil from £20, performance 
silicone HT leads from £30, an 
alternator upgrade (early models 
used a dynamo) for £150 
(including converting the 
rev counter) and changing 
from the twin 6v batteries 
fitted in the chrome 
bumper cars to a single 
12v unit as fitted to 
rubber bumper models. 

If the cylinder head hasn’t 
been converted to run on 
unleaded fuel, budget for 
around £250 (£600 for the 
MGC, and £595 for the two hedub 
of the Rover V8 by RPI Engineering) 
for the machine work and extra for 
removal and fitting. 

The standard sealed beam headlights 
can be changed for units with H4 
halogen bulbs for around £40. If a 
brake servo isn’t fitted, then a remote 
unit costs around £120, which helps 
to reduce braking effort but doesn’t 
increase braking performance. Other 
upgrades include fitting drilled and 
grooved discs and performance pads, 


ABOVE: Don't neglect the basics - new 
and improved service items such as HT 
leads could transform a tired car. 


which should 
help to reduce 
ie risk of brake 
i. A set of braided 
bidiiucss-steel flexi- 
hoses to reduce ballooning 
and maintain braking pressure 
costs around £35. If that’s not 
enough, then there are a 
number of four-pot brake 
upgrade conversion kits 
which cost from around 
£600, but these may not be 
compatible with wire wheels 
or wheel diameters less 
than 15in - the C came 
with 15in wheels, the B 
wore 14in rims from the 
factory but looks good with 
an extra inch. 

There’s a huge 
assortment of 
modifications available 
for the suspension. A 
popular starting point is 
to change the lever arm 
dampers for more modern 
telescopic dampers. 

Conversion kits for 
the front and rear 
cost around £400- 
£500. Most of the 
standard suspension components can 
be modernised, but the standard front 
coil springs, lever arm dampers and 


ABOVE: Webcon s alloy head for the 
MGB costs a little over EIOOOand 
should free up some horses. 


rear leaf springs can all be uprated 
for around £500, and that may well 
be enough. The ride height can be 
lowered by fitting shorter coil springs 
at the front and lowering blocks at 
the rear, all for less than £100. Other 
relatively cheap suspension 
modifications include fitting 
uprated bushes for under £100, 
wider 175/70xR 14 tyres and 
uprating the front anti-roll bar 
for around £70. 

More expensive and 
ambitious suspension 
modifications include 
a double wishbone 
conversion for the front 
with either a separate 
damper and spring 
ora coilover. Some 
kits require the front 
crossmember to be 
modified, so budget 
from £800. At the rear, 
a five-link suspension 
kit is available for £1500 
to replace the standard 
components, which 
includes coilovers, 
twin trailing arms, 
a Panhard rod and 
locating brackets. 

Squeezing more performance 
from the B-series engine is relatively 
straightforward, starting with changing 


ABOVE: Traditional performance mods 
such as supercharging add a hefty dose 
of period sparkle to performance. 
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the standard SU carburettors to a 
pair of Larger HS6s or a single Weber 
45DC0E for around £600-£700. Add a 
free-flowing exhaust system for around 
£400 and the engine will breathe better 
and be more responsive. If that’s not 
enough, the next stage is to look at the 
camshaft to refine the power delivery 
for around £120 or more, then the 
cylinder head. A re-worked and gas 
flowed head may be the answer, a 
modified exchange head assembled 
with new components costing c£700. 

If you’re happy to up the budget to 
just over £1000, then an aluminium 
crossflow cylinder head from Webcon 
should make a noticeable difference, 
but remember that it requires new 
manifolds for fuelling and exhaust, 
so the final bill will probably exceed 
£2000. An alternative route is to stick 



ABOVE: The MGC head can benefit from 
porting and polishing from the likes of 
MG Motorsport or Colne Classics. 



V8 engine modifications 


Aside from the genuine BGTV8, there 
are also numerous B-series MGB 
Roadsters and GTs that have been 
converted to Rover V8 power. For 
these engines, many will be running 
on twin SU carburettors, which can 
be mildly tweaked with new needles 
and performance air filters. The 
torque can be altered and improved 
by fitting the same cam that’s used 
in the 3.9-litre version of the Rover 
V8 (expect to pay around £90). If the 
exhaust manifolds are made from 
cast iron, RV8 stainless-steel headers 
for around £500 can release an extra 


ABOVE: The Rover V8is available in 
a number of capacities, and fed by 
carburettors or modern fuel injection 

10-15bhp (the inner wings have to be 
modified), and the exhaust system 
can be changed for around £200. 


to the standard cylinder head, but fit 
a supercharger conversion from the 
likes of Moss for around £3500. This is 
arguably the most effective method of 
achieving a huge power gain (around 
40%), but does rely on the fact that the 
engine is in good working order. 

Power steering conversions are 
available for all models. Budget for 
around £1200 for a kit and an extra 
£300 for fitting. 

MGC modifications 

The standard twin SU carburettors 
fitted to the MGC can be changed for 
a triple set of SUs, Webers or even 
motorbike carbs for around £1500. A 
good starting point is to fit a six-branch 
exhaust manifold and twin pipe system 
from around £1000. A re-profiled 
camshaft costs around £280 and should 
be equipped with Vernier timing gear 
for £240 to accurately time-up the 


engine. The cast iron cylinder head can 
be ported and gas flowed to improve 
performance, and specialists such as 
MG Motorsport and Colne Classics 
charge around £1000. They can also 
build fast road or trackday engines with 
prices starting at around £5820. 

More performance demands better 
suspension and braking. The brakes 
can be tweaked with performance 
discs and pads and braided stainless- 
steel flexi-hoses, with prices similar to 
those for the MGB. A four-pot big brake 
upgrade with ventilated discs costs 
around £900. 

Suspension modifications are similar 
to those outlined for the MGB, with 
uprated bushes, adjustable dampers at 
the front and a telescopic conversion at 
the rear for around £200. Frontline offer 
a Panhard rod conversion for the rear of 
the MGC which costs £350, and a five- 
link set-up at £1900. » 
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Driving Impressions 


The MGB can still be regarded as 
a practical everyday sports car, 
although the hood on the Roadster 
is a little more time-consuming and 
awkward to operate than an MGF’s 
for instance. The B-series engine is 
quite torquey, but needs to be worked 
hard to become entertaining. Having 
an overdrive switch in third and fourth 
gears on many models makes for 
rapid changes down the gearbox in 
preparation for cornering, and for 
more relaxed cruising on motorways. 

The larger engines fitted to the MGC 
and BGTV8 offer more performance 
of course, and all of them have the 
potential to be tuned. However, 
the B-series MGB is more suited 
to relaxed touring in original trim, 
and that touring appeal - whether 
in the Roadster or GT - is where 
these cars really excel. They even 
have decent luggage space for two 
people, especially the versatile GT 
with its hatchback. All in all they 
make for very relaxed cruisers which 
can provide a decent turn of speed to 
make overtaking a relaxed affair. 

The ride quality of the MGB with its 
front coil springs, rear leaf springs 
and live axle plus lever arm dampers 
all round is reasonably refined 
and positive, but do remember we 
are talking about a car that was 
introduced in 1962 so don’t expect 
modern levels of comfort and luxury. 
Having said that, it is a sports car in 
the traditional mould, so those of a 
delicate disposition might find it a little 
choppy on rough surfaces, and the 
rack and pinion steering is not power 
assisted so it is heavy, especially at 
slow speeds or when manoeuvring 


to park the vehicle. Get beyond those 
issues and if an MGB fits your body 
shape, then it is a car that you can 
drive for many hours at a time and 
still get out feeling eager for more. 
Just remember that the GT has a 
taller screen than the Roadster, so do 
try both if you are tall and see which 
works best for you. 

The braking system features solid 
discs and two-pot calipers on the 
front of all MGB models and drums 
at the rear, with a brake servo being 
an optional extra from 1970 and 


standard from 1973 (the MGC and GT 
V8 all had servo assistance). Although 
servo assistance doesn’t provide 
more braking performance, it reduces 
the amount of effort required on the 
pedal, so it’s worth having. 

My own first taste of an MGB was 
when I bought an Inca Yellow rubber 
bumper GT in 1996 and used it as 
my everyday car for a year. It was 
a fantastic car and utterly reliable; 
even when the head gasket blew, 
the thermostat failed and the petrol 
tank started to leak, it never let me 
down and got me home, it just needed 
fixing. I must admit that I longed for 
more performance from the B-series 
engine, but I also appreciated its 
ability to drive all day long at 70mph. 

Over the years, I’ve driven all of 
the models, and will never forget 
a standard GTV8 with wallowing 
suspension that had an alarming 
amount of torque. I was also left 
gobsmacked by how Frontline 
Developments had transformed the 
handling of a GT with their five-link 
system and coilover conversion kit. 
MGE s MGC was the perfect candidate 
for a tour of the Yorkshire Dales in 
2004, and I’ll never forget the time 
I volunteered to drive a freshly built 
2.1-litre Roadster all the way from 
CCHL’s workshops in Hull to the car’s 
customer in London; the heated seats 
and extra performance from the tuned 
B-series were a luxury. Would I have 
any of these again? You bet I would. ® 
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/ AUTO 

7 SPARKS 

CUSSIC BRITISH QUALITY 

WIRING HARNESSES 

Made- In B ti&zin 


WE HAVE A HUGE 
RANGE OF MINI 
WIRING HARNESSES 
AVAILABLE 




Manor Garage & Sons! 
Tel: 01235 767751 









Servicing and MOT Work 
Sill Replacement Restoration 
Professionally Spot Welded 



FREE 20-50 oil 

WITH EVERY SERVICE 
Failing 6v batteries? 


Gearbox rebuilds we have a 
stock of 4 synchro reverse 
gears that are currently not 
available 


Fit Manor Garages 
twin 12v conversion. 

Still 12v but with double the 
capacity. Fits existing battery boxes, 
with minimal extra wiring. Reliable 


Engine rebuilds 


starting power after your MG has 


• Wiring looms fitted 

• Very large stock of new parts 
for mail order 

• 25 Years in Business 


been parked up. KIT£150+vat. 



Visit our website: www.manorgaragewantage.co.uk 



Classic Power For Classic Cars 


All Kits 

/Feature Genuine\ 
7 Spanish SWEBEIT 
Carburettors, Manifold 
Linkage, Fittings and 
V Weber Tuning A 
\ Manual 


WWW 


New From 

Webcon UK 

Weber Carburettor Performance 
kits for Classic Cars. 

Full range details can be viewed 

at WWW.WEBCON.CO.UK 

Webcon UK Ltd 

Dolphin Road, Sunbury, Middlesex TW16 7HE UK 
Tel: +44 (0) 1932 787100 Fax: +44 1932 782725 
Email: sales@webcon.co.uk Web: www.webcon.co. 


Exciting news for 
Classic Porsche 911 owners 


New production Weber 
40 IDA3C and 46 IDA3C 
carburettors will be 
available again from 
January 2019. 

These legendary 
carburettors are being 
made by Weber in Spain, 
using original Factory 
drawings and brand new 
tooling to ensure OEM levels of performance and 
quality. Contact us now for further details 


Retroject is now available 


Our unique new Retroject 
throttle body is now available. 

Designed to directly replace 
the Weber DGV and DGAS, 

Retroject is supplied 
complete with Twin Injectors, 

ATS, TPS, IACV & Fuel 
Regulator. Works with all popular EMS systems ! 


facebook.com/webconuk 


WEBCON 



























G never offered a V8 version 
of the MGB Roadster, Leaving 
it to independent operators 
such as Ken CosteUo to 
convert secondhand cars. So you 
could argue that a V8-powered MGB 
Roadster straight from the factory 
(the CowLey factory in this case as 
Abingdon had Long-since been dosed) 
was Long overdue when it arrived in 
1992 in the form of the RV8. BuiLt 


around the then-new Heritage MGB 
bodysheLL but with enough new outer 
paneLs to give it a decidedLy different 
and far more upmarket appearance, it 
used the same ex-Buick eight-cyLinder 
V8 engine that had been fitted to 
the MGB GTV8, but now stretched to 
3.9-Litres and equipped with modern 
singLe-point fueL injection to produce 
318Nm at 3200rpm and 187bhp at a 
Low-revving 4750rpm. 


Conceived as a warm-up act to keep MG’s sporting credentials in the public 
eye while the MGF was being developed, the RV8 has matured into a star in 
its own right and demand invariably outstrips supply on the classic stage. 


Production ran until 1995, and it 
was always planned as a limited run 
of under 2000 models. In the end 1982 
examples were recorded, all in right- 
hand drive, although press cars and 
pre-production examples pushed that 
total to the 2000 limit. Initially seen 
as too expensive on the UK market, 
sales struggled and it looked as 
though even this modest total would 
be unachievable - just imagine what 
might have happened to the MGF if 
the RV8 had been a flop! Fortunately 
the RV8 went down a storm in Japan 
and the project was saved. Over 75% 
of total production was exported there 
(though many have since returned) and 
a mere 307 went to UK customers. 

The RV8 initially used the five- 
speed LT77 gearbox, which was Later 
switched to the R380 model, delivering 
the power to the rear wheels via a live 
axle with a 3.31:1 final drive ratio. A 
live axle with leaf springs may sound 
anachronistic, but it was damped with 
Koni adjustable telescopies and well 
located with anti-tramp bars and an 
anti-roll bar. At the front, the MGB’s 
lever arms were ditched and a new 
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set-up created that used the same 
mounting points and geometry, but 
with more Koni adjustable dampers 
and an anti-roll bar. 

The brakes are in-line servo- 
assisted with a dual-circuit system, 
comprising 270mm vented discs 
with four-pot calipers at the front 
and 9in diameter drums at the 
rear. Compomotive were initially 
commissioned to manufacture a 15in 
three-piece split rim alloy wheel, but 
in the end Rover opted for a single cast 
wheel instead (still 15in diameter). 

The collectability and rarity of the 
RV8 has seen prices steadily rise from 
when they bottomed out at around 
£12,000 several years ago. Nowadays, 
expect to pay upwards of £25,000 for 
one that has been looked after. » 



ABOVE: As befits a factory project, the V8 engine installation looks neat and tidy. 


Jobs and costs 



Corrosion is not usually the major 
structural issue that it is with the 
MGB, partly because of better 
rust-proofing from the factory but 
largely because the RV8 was usually 
cosseted as a plaything from the very 
outset rather than having to endure 
many years as a daily driver before 
reaching that hallowed status. That 
is not to say it is immune from the 
rust bug. The windscreen surround 
and the hood framework are both 
vulnerable, and Clive Wheatley sells 
a composite replacement windscreen 
frame for £1074 (excluding glass). 
Structurally, the front crossmember 
can corrode and is best inspected 
from underneath the front of the 
vehicle. The sills, wheelarches and 
other typical MGB rot-spots appear to 
survive, providing the vehicle is well 


maintained and rustproofed. 

Inside the plush cabin, the wood 
veneer can deteriorate, but it can be 
refurbished on an exchange basis 
for around £800. MG used matching 
grain throughout a cabin, so mixing 
and matching secondhand items 
will not satisfy fastidious owners. 
The leather gear knob and gearstick 
gaiter both wear and may sound 
trivial, but in a car of this quality the 
details can be important, so budget 
£120 to replace them both. 

Koni dampers should 
be replaced over time 
as they wear. Clive 
Wheatley sells a 
full set of Spax 
adjustables for 
£552. The rear 
leaf springs 


W 


ABOVEAND CIRCLED: Cream leather interiors are plush, but they do show the 
dirt. Rear lights are bespoke to the RV8, andyou really don't want to break one! 


are long-lasting, which is perhaps 
payback for their seemingly outdated 
selection, whereas the front coil 
springs do break (expect to pay 
around £60 per coil spring). 

Many spares are still available for 
the RV8, such as new brake calipers 
for roughly £150 each. However, 
some parts are proving difficult to 
source, such as the rear lights where 
the tooling has been destroyed or 
lost. Clubs and specialists such 
as Clive Wheatley are trying to 

organise the remanufacture 
of them, though. 

The RV8’s V8 engine 
should produce 25- 
30psi of oil pressure 
at tickover and a 
maximum of 35- 
40psi at high revs. If 
an engine produces 
as little as lOpsi, it 
is usually a sign that 
the main and big-end 
bearings have worn. 

In some cases, loss of oil 
pressure (or even high oil 
pressure) can indicate a sticking oil 
relief valve, which is easier to fix than 
a worn engine. 

Engine oil leaks are often caused 
by a blocked breather, resulting in 
excessive crankcase pressure and 
failed crank seals (the excessive 
pressure has been known to lift the 
valley gasket). And be wary if the 
sump has been fitted with lashings of 
sealant, as any excess can get sucked 
into the oil pickup and block the filter. 
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y Post-War MG Sports Cars 



ABOVE: The RV8 is a mixture of ancient and modern, but once you accept the lack 
of electric windows and power steering, you can have a lot of fun behind the wheel. 


Driving impressions 

At the time of its Launch, the RV8 was 
regarded by many as a cost-cutting 
sports car that could have been 
better. TVR were using the same 
Rover V8 engine in their Chimera and 
Griffith, albeit larger in some cases, 
so that wasn’t a problem for the RV8. 
However, fitting outdated leaf springs 
at the rear, and a live axle? Many 
other manufacturers had moved onto 
independent set-ups with a centre- 
mounted diff, coilovers and upper 
and lower wishbones, so that raised 
eyebrows. And drum brakes on the 
rear were seen as cheap when even a 
base-model Mazda MX-5 had discs all 
round. To many, it seemed that MG had 
merely taken an MGB roadster and 
updated it in a few areas. 


Yet while many journalists of the 
day felt the ride quality was lacking, 
especially at the rear, the performance 
was nothing to be sniffed at with a 
0-60mph time of 5.9 seconds and a 
top speed of 135mph. In many ways 
the RV8 faced many of the same 
criticisms that the MGC had faced over 
two decades previously. Things have 
changed for both models though, and 
nowadays an RV8 is regarded as a 
highly collectable classic that will still 
leave many more modern sports cars 
trailing in its wake. It doesn’t feel as 
dated as it was portrayed in the 1990s, 
and is terrific fun to drive. Its natural 
home is as a grand tourer (again like 
the MGC), though modifications are 
available if you want to turn the dial to 
a more sporting programme. ® 


Modifications 



Clive Wheatley sells 17in three- 
piece split rim alloy wheels to 
replace the standard single-cast 
15in alloys. When fitted with a 
205/55 tyre, they offer the same 
rolling radius, so there should be 
no risk of the wheelarches being 
fouled or speedo inaccuracies. The 
benefit of a larger wheel with a 
lower profile tyre is better handling 
but at the expense of ride quality. 
They cost £400 each. Clive has 
also collaborated with Polybush 
to develop a comprehensive set of 
polyurethane bushes that promise 
to provide a sufficiently soft ride 
quality - budget for around £300 for 
a full set. The lack of power assisted 
steering was often criticised on a 
car costing as much as the RV8, but 
they can be upgraded with a choice 
of power steering conversions that 
cost around £2000 plus fitting. 

Hoyle offers a six-pot brake 
upgrade with 335mm vented and 
grooved discs for a 17in wheel; 
prices start at £1380. They also 
offer an uprated front suspension 
comprising new double upper and 
lower wishbones and coilovers 
for £1554. The coil spring and 
damper are positioned further out 
than standard, which allows for a 
lower poundage spring to be fitted, 
resulting in a more compliant ride. 
The bump stop is moved from the 
crossmember to the damper, so 
there’s more suspension travel too 
and less tendency for the vehicle to 
crash over bumps in the road. 

At the rear, Hoyle can completely 
modernise the suspension with 
an assembly that includes a new 
subframe, driveshafts, hubs, disc 
brakes and coilovers. Prices start 
at £2382, but budget for double 
this amount for a complete ready- 
to-fit unit with custom-fabricated 
alloy bearing carriers and brand 
new driveshafts. Propshafts and 
exhausts are also available. 
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LAND - 
-ROVER 



Improve performance, response and economy on your MG 



SAWS Tuninq 

MGRover Remapping Specialists ^ 


Our team will customise the way your car drives and responds by adjusting the software within the ECU. 


Typical improvements 



When a car leaves the factory it is has a generic 'one size fits all' tune to cater for a wide range of driving styles; 
with a custom SAWS Tuning remap the driving experience can be catered to your preferences! 

Our remaps will Improve: 

-Horse power 

-Full and part throttle torque 
-Throttle response 
•Idle stability 
-Economy 

Along with additional optional features such as increased rev limiters and overrun burblse/pops. 

We can also update the ECU software to incorporate any hardware changes such as camshafts and exhaust changes, 


Locations in Manchester, Sheffield, Leicester & Hampshire. 
Too far from us? We can remap via post! 


Contact us 

Email: sawstunlng@gmal1.com 
Mobile: 07835 44041? 


MGTF 135 +10/15bhp 
MGTF 160 +12/15bhp 
MGF 120 +12/14bhp 
MEMS1.9 +8/10bhp 
MGZS 180 +15bhp 
MGZT 116 +35bhp 




Website: www.sawstuning.co.uk 


New Replacement MG RV8 

Heatshield Fits above 
catalysts on the 
underside of the car. 
Stops heat ingress and 
paint burning on 
underside of car £119.50 






NEW All Alloy 15 inch Replacement Wheels 
for the GTV8 

With an alloy 
centre and a highly 
polished alloy rim. 

Weighs approx 
2kg lighter. 

No further rusting. £430.80 each 


Genuine RV8 
heater valve 
(ZKC 5119-the 
correct one) 
£54.95 




RV8 front 
radiator cover 
Black £209.50 
Part Carbon Fibre 
£239.80 






RV8 

Expansion 

tank 

£79.95 


.com 

genuine & conversion parts 

Tel: 

+44 (0)1746 710810 //T\ 


Fax: 

01746 710999 
email: 

sales@mgv8parts.com 




Highgrosvenor, Worfield, WV15 5PG 

(between Bridgnorth & Wolverhampton) 

OVERSEAS MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE 

• Servicing, repairs, MoT and prep. 

• RV8 wood refurbishment 
• Worldwide mail order services. 
Catering for all MGB, V8, V8 conversions 
& RV8 vehicles. 

RV8 cars available for sale - please call 


CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBSITE 

www.mgv8parts.com 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT 


RV8 boot stays. £30.20 each 


iwi 


RV8 Petrol Tank 
Sender with Seal 
& Locking Ring. 
£59.95 


New, better quality, 
harder wearing 
replacement 
overmats. Original 
patterns, colour & 
embroidered with 
MG logo. Pair RV8 
mats £99.50 



RV8 New 

Polyurethane rear 
anti-roll bar 
bushes. 
£16.70 

for the pair 



V8 Engine 
Steady Bar 

This is the best 
you can buy for the money! 

£59.60 


BRAND NEW 
high torque 
starter motor. 
British made £252 




RV8 
Spax 
Krypton 
filled dampers 
Adjustable on car 
through 28 different 
stages 

£135.50 each (front) 
£150.65 each (rear) 
full set £552 
- save £20.50 






























Launched at the 1995 Geneva Motor Show, the all-new MGF proved that 
MG was finally willing to face up to the competition from Mazda and 
Toyota and their highly popular MX-5 and MR2 two-seaters. 


power steering (standard from 1998), 
electric windows and initially a 118bhp 
Rover K-series engine that was also 
used in the Lotus Elise. By February 
1996, a 143bhp VVC (variable valve 
control) model was released, helping 
to beat the 139bhp 1.8-litre twin- 
cam fitted to the Mazda MX-5 at the 
time. In May 2001 the most powerful 
production MGF was released, 
the 158bhp Trophy 160, which was 
equipped with lowered and stiffer 
suspension, AP Racing four-pot front 
brake calipers with larger discs and 
aerodynamic bodywork (front splitter 
and rear spoiler). At the same time, 
a more basic and cheaper 112bhp 
1.6-litre MGF was introduced in a bid 
to compete with a similar bargain- 
basement MX-5. 

Some purists rejected the MGF 
at first on account of its mid-engine 
layout, claiming that a true MG should 
have the engine up front sending its 
drive to the rear wheels. They were 
clearly in a minority though, as sales 
were strong and by 2002 an impressive 
77,212 of them had been sold. 


I he RV8 may have plugged 
the sports car gap for MG 
after their Abingdon factory 
I had closed in 1980, but 
the mid-engine MGF was proof they 
could design and create a sports car 
again from scratch. Okay, so the rear 
subframe and its engine and gearbox 
layout were very similar to what can 
be found under the bonnet of a Metro. 


The front subframe was also typical 
of a Metro (including the same upper 
outer balljoints) and the Hydragas 
suspension system was borrowed too, 
but it was a car where the whole was 
greater than the sum of its parts. 

And in other ways it proved to be 
a step in the right direction with disc 
brakes all round (unlike the drums on 
the back of the RV8), optional electric 
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ABOVE: Most cabins were fairly austere, but opportunities exist fora little more flair. 


Traditional coilover suspension 
was the main difference when the 
TF was released in 2002 to replace 
the MGF and its floating-on-fluid 
Flydragas system. The bodywork was 
also distinctively revised to give it a 
more modern look (and much greater 
torsional rigidity into the bargain), but 
the general shape of this mid-engine 
two-seater sports car remained easily 
recognisable. The engine choices 
remained the same with an entry-level 
115Ps 1.6-litre K-series, a 135Ps 1.8 
and a 160Ps VVC - thus the models 
were known as the TF115, TF135 and 
TF160, although there were numerous 
limited editions. 

Sadly, on the 7th April 2005 the 
MG Rover Group ceased trading. 

The Chinese Nanjing Automotive 
Corporation (NAC) bought the rights 
and the tooling and reintroduced 
the TF with a modified version of 
the K-series engine (known as the 
N-series) in 2008. It was not a sales 
success, and despite being a decent 
product it only lingered until 2011. The 
world is still waiting for MG to launch 
another two-seater sports car. 

Nowadays, the prices of used MGFs 
are seemingly at rock bottom for 
examples that haven’t been regularly 
maintained and repaired, but on 


the rise for those that have. Expect 
to pay upwards of £1000 for one 
with some history and potential for 
being pressed straight into service, 
whereas under this value is probably 
more of a gamble. The better cars 
are appreciating though, with well- 
cared for low mileage examples being 
advertised in the E3000-E5000 bracket, 
and selling. Even though TFs are up 
to ten years younger, their prices are 
not drastically dissimilar to the MGF, 


perhaps a shade higher on a like-for- 
like basis. It is undoubtedly a lot of 
sports car for very little money. 

Jobs and costs 

Head gasket failure is perhaps the 
best-known problem associated with 
the MGF, the TF and any other car 
that uses the K-series engine, ranging 
from the Rover 25 to the Land Rover 
Freelander. There are several possible 
causes and cures. A multilayer 
head gasket is a big step forwards 
compared to the original standard 
single layer item. Check the locating 
dowels for the head are made from 
steel, not plastic (as initially fitted, but 
can be changed to steel). Budget for 
around E250 to renew the head gasket 
for a multilayered type, but do have the 
head pressure tested and checked to 
see whether it needs a skim. It’s also 
important to measure the difference in 
height between the cylinder liners and 
the top of the engine block. It needs to 
be around 4-thou to ensure the head 
gasket achieves an adequate seal. 

And it’s important to check over the 
cooling system to make sure there are 
no leaks from the steel pipes that are 
routed underneath the car, any rubber 
hoses or the front-mounted radiator. 

Corrosion is becoming a bigger 
concern with both the MGF and TF as 
they age, though still nowhere near 
as extensive as it is on something 
like the MGB or Midget. The front 
subframe appears to be one of the 
major components to rust. On the 
MGF, removal requires the Hydragas 
system to be correctly de-gassed 
using a suitable pump. The sills can fill 
up with dirt and water; there are drain » 
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holes underneath at the front and rear 
where the seams meet, but they can 
become blocked, resulting in internal 
corrosion. Budget for around £90 for 
a sill repair panel for the MGF plus 
fitting and paint. The TF’s sill repair 
panel is part of the rear wing, so it 
costs nearly seven times as much. 

The front and rear wheelarches are 
known to corrode thanks to road salt, 
dirt and water. Even the mounting 
panel for the clutch master cylinder 
can rust, resulting in it becoming 
insecure and losing operation of the 
clutch. Cutting out a mounting panel 
from a scrap car and fitting it appears 
to be the solution. The cause of the 
problem? Rainwater getting through. 

In fact, problems concerning water 
are quite extensive on the MGF and 
TF. The air box that directs fresh 
air into the heater has 
an intake that faces 
upwards (changed to 
a snorkel type from 
2004), so it collects 
rainwater, which 
eventually results 
in corrosion and 
a wet passenger 
footwell carpet. 

The best solution 
is to fit the later 
snorkel-shaped air 
box. Removing the old 
air box is more awkward 
than fitting the later one. 

Leaks through the hood are often 
caused by poor seals, many of which 
can be renewed but won’t necessarily 
guarantee a leak-free cabin. The 
hood that was fitted to the Mk2 MGF 
from 1999 is regarded as being more 
watertight. Plastic rear screens can 
go opaque or brittle, but they can be 
replaced with new plastic or upgraded 
to glass easily enough. 

Electrical trouble includes failed 
window motors, door locks (including 
the solenoid for the central locking) 
and key fob problems. New key fobs 
are available, which need to be coded 
to the vehicle. Martin Smith sells 
secondhand window regulators for 
£45 and door latches for £35. Relays 
in the Security Control Unit can 
also fail, affecting everything from 
windows to wipers and the central 
locking. Replacing them is tricky, but 
secondhand boards can be picked up 
for £20 and a specialist can transfer 
your vehicle’s programming for £100. 

The gear linkage cables can break, 
particularly the lower cable at the 


point where it travels 
underneath the 
gearbox. Budget for 
between £130 and 
£150 for a new set of 
cables. Watch out too 
for a stiff clutch pedal. 
This invariably means 
that the clutch actuating 
arm has seized, and trying 
to dribble in some oil generally 
offers at best only temporary relief. 
Brown and Gammons sell a modified 
arm with a grease nipple that means 
the problem will never reoccur, but it 
is an engine-out job to fit it. 


The all-round disc brakes feature 
single-piston calipers at each corner, 
except for the Trophy and TF160, which 
had AP four-pots on the front (and 
they were also an option on lower 
models). The sliders for the single¬ 
piston calipers can seize and require 
regular maintenance. The handbrake 
mechanism on the rear calipers can 
also seize. 

Modifications 

The MGF’s Plydragas suspension 
system cannot be fully maintained 
with new parts, so when for instance 
a Plydragas displacer fails (there’s 


ABOVE AND INSET: Coil spring conversions mean that no MGF is beyond repair, while 
there are a number of braking upgrade options that can fit under 15 or 16in wheels. 
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My £650 MGF 




one at each corner), new units are 
not available. If the displacer itself 
and the rubber diaphragm inside are 
still sound, Hydragas and Hydrolastic 
Services Ltd can replace the gas 
that has leaked out over time or 
Martin Smith may have secondhand 
units for sale. Otherwise, specialists 
such as Mike Satur and Suplex have 
developed coilover conversion kits - 
budget for around £1000 or more for 
the parts, which in Mike’s case isn’t 
just a replacement for an obsolete 
suspension system, but an upgrade to 
adjustable suspension. 

The OE dampers on the MGF and 
the coilovers on the TF can be uprated 
for adjustable units (and ride height 
adjustable units on the TF). Budget 
around £240 for a set of dampers on 
the MGF and £600-£900 for a set of 
coilovers on the TF. Other options for 


the TF include fitting the Comfort Pack 
coilovers that appeared on the TF in 
2005, or the Bilstein coilovers fitted 
to the Chinese-manufactured 85th 
anniversary TF for around £600. 

Front brakes can be upgraded with 


MGF Mania’s 280mm big brake kit 
from £175, which can be fitted to 15 or 
16in wheels. Other upgrades include 
performance brake pads from around 
£40 per set and braided stainless-steel 
flexi-hoses for around £80. AP four- 
pot calipers can be bought used from 
Martin Smith for £125 a pair. 

Engine ancillary upgrades often 
begin with a performance air filter, 
whether it is a replacement and 
reusable panel for £40, or an open 
cone (not recommended in the hot 
engine bay of the F and TF) or closed 
air induction kit for £100 or more. 
SAWS Tuning have found that an 
open cone in the hot F/TF engine bay 
will actually lose you power over the 
standard system that takes its feed 
from somewhere cooler. 

The exhaust system is very short 
on the MGF/TF, but it can be changed 


When I bought a category-C 1996 
MGF 1.8i in 2008 for a mere £650, 

I admit I felt a little nervous. The 
car had no MoT test and promptly 
failed on worn balljoints, insufficient 
brakes, no rear brake lights and a 
blown headlight bulb. Plus I soon 
discovered it needed a Vehicle 
Identification Check (VIC) to verify its 
identity (this identity check has now 
been discontinued). And to add to 
the dilemma, I needed to fix the car 
and get an MoT certificate before it 
could undergo the VIC. 

Luckily, it passed the retest on 
all counts and I had several years 
of MGF ownership ahead of me. I 


decided to renew and uprate the 
head gasket before it well and 
truly blew, fitted Gaz dampers, 
uprated the brakes to EBC discs 
and pads and fitted bucket seats 
and harnesses to make it into a 
semi-trackday car. Before selling 
it, I turned it back to standard 
and soundproofed the interior 
and rustproofed the bodywork. 

In comparison to the Mk2 Mazda 
MX-5 that replaced it, the MGF was 
let down by its poor build quality, 
but overall it was a fun sports car 
with a lively engine and predictable 
handling. If the opportunity should 
arise, I’d have another, or a TF. 


ABOVE: Buying a cheap car to start with is not always the cheapest option in the 
long run\ but it can make financial sense if you are handy with the spanners. 
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along with the catalytic converter. 
Budget for around £300 for a stainless- 
steel system, and a similar price for a 
road-legal sports cat. 

The MGF was initially equipped with 
a MEMS 1.9 ECU which cannot yet be 
re-mapped, but version three (known 
as MEMS3 and fitted to the Mk2 MGF 
and the TF) can be done by specialists 
such as Warwickshire-based Kmaps. 
Budget for around £240 for a remap, 
which can be completed by several 
nationwide dealers, or you can send 
your ECU through the post and swap 
it for a ready mapped unit. A remap 
will make the most of any engine 
modifications, such as performance 
camshafts or an exhaust system, 
helping to remove any constraints. It 
can also help with an engine that has 
standard equipment, offering a better 
throttle response, more power and 
better fuel economy. 



ABOVE: With roll hoops for added protection, a windstop to protect occupants from 
drafts and a heater that is very enthusiastic, an F/TF can be enjoyed year round. 



Driving impressions 

Out of all the MGs we’ve covered in 
this guide, the MGF and TF have got 
to be the cheapest fun you can have. 
Build quality was rarely perfect so 
don’t be horrified by panel rattles 
and road noise, and if you are buying 
in the bargain basement then worn 
suspension balljoints will result in 
more knocks and rattles. All of these 
can be resolved with maintenance, a 
good set of tyres, a nut and bolt check 
and a good dose of soundproofing. 

Not everyone likes the floating 
feeling generated by the MGF’s 
Flydragas suspension, but if it’s in 
good working order, the geometry is 
correct and the dampers are not worn 
then it works well. The TF’s coilovers 


can produce unwanted front-end 
bounce at high speed (known as a 
nodding dog), resolved by aftermarket 
adjustable dampers. Many people 
also find the coil spring suspension 
to be too harsh for everyday driving, 
so do try before you buy. MG did fit a 
revised and softer suspension towards 
the end, and specialists sell similar 
kits to soften earlier cars. One 
thing to be aware of is that 
these cars, particularly 
when on 16in rims, 
can be seriously 
compromised by 
poor tyre choice. 

Currently the only 
recommended 
tyres are the Toyo 


ABOVE: The Chinese-built TFs came with a new nose that blended MGF with TF 
styling cues. They were generally also extremely well equipped on the inside. 


Praxes T1R and the Falken ZE914. 

The MGF/TF is a practical sports 
car with a separate boot at the back 
and a smaller compartment under 
the bonnet that can take small items 
of soft luggage, but strictly speaking 
is not designed for carrying purposes 
because of exposed components 
such as the brake master cylinder. 
Many people use their Fs and TFs 
for long-distance European 
touring, and many more 
are moving across to 
the mid-engined MGs 
from cars such as the 
B, attracted by the 
newer car’s ease 
of operation and 
modern touches 
while still retaining a 
classic sporting feel. 
In fact it is arguably 
even better than the 
classic feel, the perfect 
poise and balance of the 
mid-engine layout meaning you 
can flick it through the twisties with 
confidence and verve. Ultimately if 
the back end does let go you won’t 
catch it in the same way as you can 
with an MGB, but you have to be doing 
silly speeds before that is likely to be 
an issue. Ultimately the brakes are 
sharp enough for enthusiastic driving, 
the suspension is capable if correctly 
set up and the handling feels light 
and characteristic of a mid-engine 
configuration. What this all adds up to 
is fun with a capital F, everything that 
an MG sports car should be. ® 


MGE SPRING 2019 


www.mgenthusiast.com 










PEUGEOT 


crmddN 

GOOD 

Audi 

© 

o 


MJS Auto & Marine are Head Gasket repair specialists & 
mobile mechanics for all makes & models including MG Rover 
& Landrover Freelander in Goring, Worthing, Brighton & 

Sussex. 

We offer mobile servicing throughout England, call outs to 
your home or work place or appointments at our garage/ 

workshop. 

01903 725123 or 07956 575220 
www.mjsautoandmarine.co.uk 
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MARTIN 
SMITH 

www.usedmgtfspares.co.uk 

The MG specialists for 

MGF-MGTF-MG -MG 



Quality new and used spares. 

Car trimmers/upholstery. 

MG car sales and MG repair service. 

Tel: 07722 175473 

Units 1&2, Westlane Farm, Westlane, East Lydford, Somerset TA11 7HD 
Email: smudgemg@yahoo.co.uk 










Murray loves to Hurry 

John Murray reports on a supercharged V8 MG ZT in Australia, one that 
was built to beat the Japanese supercar imports at their own game. 


I I odifying any classic vehicle is 

always sure to be a catalyst 
for heated debate between 

I_I the purists and those who 

love the classic/retro appearance but 
with modern underpinnings. My opinion 
is that if we want to see the classics on 
the road, then they will have to adapt to 
a modern motoring environment. As the 
generations that originally drove these 
vehicles as young men and women 
lose their licences and pass away, 
then we will only be left with younger 
generations who do not care about 
purity, but care greatly about safety, 
refinement, economy, the environment 
and of course the crucial Bluetooth. 

Time passes so quickly that we are 
now seeing many vehicles from the 
very end of the last century becoming 
classics. These are the last of the true 
driving cars where safety features such 
as crumple zones and airbags were 
installed, but without the electronic 
limiting devices or nanny features that 
we see in today’s vehicles. Here in 
Australia, cars such as the Lotus Elise 
series one, Toyota Supra and Celica 
GT4 or Nissans Skyline and Sylvia as 


well as the BMW M-series and Holden 
Commodore are just some that have 
reached classic status. Europe and 
America will also have classics that are 
virtually unknown here in Australia. 

One of these could well be a four-door 
rear wheel drive sports sedan from 
the normally underpowered marque of 
MG. The ZT V8 was really the result of 
a car company doing what all modifiers 
have done throughout history - taking 
an underwhelming but good-looking 
vehicle, shoehorning in an American V8, 
putting some big rubber on and finishing 
off with a sporty interior. 

The problem was that for MG-Rover 
to do this, they had to modify a FWD 
body to accept a RWD powertrain. They 
did this, and they did it brilliantly, but 
what do you do to a V8 when you want 
more power? You supercharge it of 
course, and I was invited to cast my eyes 
over just such a car. The owner, Steven 
Foldhazy from Sydney, has quite a few 
MGs and several creations on the go. He 
is especially fond of the MGC, being the 
club registrar for that model in the MG 
Car Club of NSW. He wanted his ZT V8 to 
be a similar wolf in sheep’s clothing. 


Steve ran me through the work 
that had been done. Not wanting to 
settle for just supercharging, he had 
commissioned Sean Hyland Motorsport 
in Canada to purpose-build him a high 
output 4.6-litre SOHC Ford engine with 
forged crankshaft, rods and pistons. 
Aluminium ported cylinder heads were 
fed by a Kenne Bell twin-screw 12psi 
supercharger through uprated valves, 
springs and a special forced induction 
profile billet camshaft. The engine was 
dyno tuned and remapped in-house 
before being shipped to Australia. 

Shaun Atkinson of Classic Automobilia 
was given the task of installation, and 
any associated modifications required 
to make the Wayne Bell Mustang 
supercharger kit fit into the already 
very crowded MG engine bay. As always 
with Shaun’s work, the finished result 
had to look as if the vehicle had left 
the factory that way, and just making 
the extra components fit wherever 
there was space was not an option. I’ll 
hand the keyboard over to Shaun to 
take us through the build process and 
technicalities, and I will return at the 
end with my road test review. 
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Shaun Atkinson - The Build 


To be able to handle the 12psi boost, the 
incoming charge air had to be cooled. 
With no room for the diameter of piping 
required by an air-to-air intercooling 
system, a coolant-to-air intercooler 
had to be used. The intercooler radiator 
was mounted just behind the large 
opening in the moulded front bar, and 
the other heat exchanger is integrated 
into the supercharger unit. This system 
then uses two 16mm hoses between 
the two heat exchangers, and routing 
could take any direction required to 
achieve the best installation as the hose 
used for this purpose is 5/8in heater 
hose and readily available in any angle 
or shape. The instalment is virtually 
invisible, as modern engine bays are a 
mass of such pipes and hoses anyway, 
snaking their way to and from various 
ancillaries. Being a separate cooling 
system, the intercooler requires its own 
electric coolant pump and pressurised 
header tank. We used different coloured 
coolants for each system to make any 
future coolant leak easily identifiable. 

The dyno sheet attached to the engine 
crate from Sean Hyland showed the 
engine making a staggering 5401b. 
ft of torque and 520hp of power at 
12psi boost. The original fitment Borg 
Warner/Tremec T5 gearbox would be 
shredded if used behind this torque 
monster, so an alternative transmission 
was required. The great thing about 
American muscle car drivelines is 
that so many aftermarket parts and 
accessories are available off the shelf, 
and at reasonable prices. Tremec make 
a range of transmissions aimed at both 
the OE (original equipment) market and 
the aftermarket. The Tremec TKO 600 
is a very versatile, lightweight five- 
speed gearbox capable of handling up 
to 6001b.ft of torque, and of course a 


ABOVE: Sump had to be repaired after 
contact with a sleeping policeman. 
BELOW: Transmission mounting had to 
be modified to fit the new drivetrain. 


Gear change linkage pivots welded and redrilled to give correct gear lever angle. 


ABOVE: Engine bay with powertrain and subframe removed appears very roomy, 
but there are a lot of items to squeeze in, especially on a supercharged motor. 

bellhousing to suit the Ford engine is 
readily available. Due to the huge torque 
output capability of this engine, a six- 
speed gearbox was not considered as it 
was unnecessary and would have been a 
waste of time and money. 

The Tremec TKO box comes with 
several different gear lever locations, 
unfortunately none of which suited 
the MG. The gear lever aperture in the 
MG’s tunnel sits quite a long way back 
and the original T5 box uses a very 
long extension mechanism to reach 
back. The other problem was that the 
TKO box was designed for use with 
a conventional clutch fork and slave 
cylinder as used in the Ford Mustang, 
but the MG, already struggling with 
space constraints, had to use a direct- 
acting concentric slave cylinder. 

Measurements were taken and the 
TKO spigot tube was machined down 
and the original MG concentric bearing 
carrier modified to fit and give the 
correct throw for the new high torque 
clutch kit. A new forged steel lightweight flywheel was also installed. The gear 

linkage also ended up being a hybrid 
conversion using the original MG parts 
and adaptors fabricated to blend the 
two systems. Modifications also had to 
be made to the original mechanisms to 
achieve the desired outcome, but this 
was far more economical than making a 
complete new mechanism. 

When I was happy with the gear 
lever positioning, the gearbox was 
then orientated within the tunnel to 
achieve the best compromise of tailshaft 
alignment and powertrain-to-body 
clearance. Another hybrid blend of 
components were melded to make the 
transmission mountings and support 
bracket. After final assembly it was 
found that the gear lever fouled slightly » 


www.mgenthusiast.com 


MGE SPRING 2019 















(( when selecting fifth gear. Fortunately, 
a little massaging of the tunnel 
aperture avoided any need for further 
modifications to the linkage. The output 
shaft size and spline count were the 
same as the original T5 gearbox, as was 
the overall length of the transmission, 
so the original tailshaft and output 
flange fitted straight onto the TKO. 

All of the component locations and 
mounting brackets supplied with the 
supercharger kit were designed for the 
Ford Mustang, and none of them could 
be used on the MG! The supercharger 
drive pulley sits in the original alternator 
location. Kenne Bell supplies a bracket 
that changes the orientation and 
location of the alternator, but the new 
alternator position fouled with the 
MG radiator, top hose and fan shroud. 

To overcome these problems several 
original components had to be slightly 
repositioned, and new mounting 
systems and brackets had to be 
fabricated and painted. 

To aid with engine cooling, an oil 
cooler was installed. This was mounted 
behind the radiator because engine 
oil will operate normally at higher 
temperatures than the engine coolant, 
and charge air coolant needs to operate 
at much lower temperatures than 
engine coolant. This is why the correct 
order of heat exchangers in the airflow 
is so important. 

Steve had done all the research into 
the high output powertrain and its 
requirements by speaking to people 
such as Kenne Bell and Sean Hyland in 
North America, as well as Dreadnought 
in the UK. From his research Steve 


was aware of the vehicle’s strengths 
and weaknesses when putting that 
much power through the driveline. The 
tailshaft, driveshafts and final drive 
system were all capable of taking the 
power, but some of the rear suspension 
arms were not up to it and failures 
had occurred even on the standard 
260hp engine. Steve supplied me with 
the necessary uprated components, 
modifications and literature that were 
needed to keep everything together. The 
suspension bushes were changed to the 
less compliant urethane, and a big brake 
conversion is scheduled for installation 
after larger wheels and tyres are fitted. 

Two systems, called Boost-a- 
Spark and Boost-a-Pump, are a 
necessary upgrade for the Kenne Bell 
supercharging system. These modules 
are fitted inline into the fuel pump and 
ignition coil 12v power supply circuits. 
When any modified engine is under high 
load, correct fuel supply and pressure 


is critical otherwise the mixture will 
lean off and cause catastrophic engine 
failure. Also, under high load conditions 
more electrical energy is required to 
make the spark jump the electrode gap. 
The Boost-a systems allow modifiers 
to use the factory fitted ignition and 
fuel systems by increasing their output 
by over 50%. This saves on costly fuel 
and ignition upgrades and keeps the 
installation neat. 

Flow it achieves this task is very 
simple. Each module is basically 
one big capacitor and transformer. 
Under normal driving conditions the 
fuel and ignition systems run without 
interference from the Boost modules 
and the system’s original electrical 
supply charges the capacitors within 
the modules. The Boost-a-Spark 
module has a MAP sensor incorporated 
internally which is connected to the 
intake manifold via a standard vacuum 
hose and take-off port. Because the 
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ABOVE AND BELOW: Adapter plate 
being fabricated to facilitate the 
required new gear linkage position... 


ABOVE: ... while further modification of Ford and MG parts as well as a few bespoke 
widgets were required before the gear stick would exit in exactly the right spot. 


fuel pump is normally located at the 
rear of the vehicle, the Boost-a-Pump 
uses a pressure sensor on the inlet 
manifold and transmits the MAP signal 
electronically to the module. When the 
MAP sensors sense a positive pressure 
in the intake manifold, a higher supply 
voltage is delivered to the fuel pump 
and ignition coils. This voltage increases 
proportionally as the boost pressure and 
subsequent engine load increases. 

An ignition coil is basically a 
transformer, and any increase in 
primary voltage leads to an increase in 
secondary voltage, and subsequently 
creates a stronger spark across the 
electrode gap. A dashboard-mounted 
dial knob is also available to manually 


control the ignition output, which is 
especially useful for older ignition 
systems where the high-tension leads 
are subject to failure and cross firing at 
these higher voltages. 

For the fuel pump, an increase in 
voltage to it increases the impeller 
speed. Higher impeller speeds mean a 
greater fuel volume is delivered to the 
injectors, the increase in fuel volume 
meaning the fuel pressure can be 
maintained when the injectors are at 
peak flow. Testing has shown no adverse 
effects on the electrical components, as 
the pump and coils can operate safely 
within a 10-18v range. The Boost-a 
Pump system can supply 
up to 17.5v at full boost, 
which equates to a 75% 
increase in fuel flow. 


We mounted the Boost-a-Spark 
module in the firewall plenum void 
close to the ignition coil supply harness, 
but out of sight. The control knob was 
located beside the cruise control switch 
on the centre console. The Boost-a- 
Pump module was mounted adjacent 
to the fuel pump control module in the 
boot and completely hidden from view by 
being neatly encased by the factory tool 
kit blow moulded storage tray. 

The ZT V8 uses a completely different 
sump to the Mustang V8 - cast 
aluminium instead of steel, and with the 
oil pan at the opposite end of the engine 
block. Luckily the oil pick up could be 
swapped without too much effort and 
the sump bolted on. 

Steve had purchased a 90mm 
MAF sensor and 100mm 
intake hoses to be installed 
with the kit - even though 
the throttle housing was 
only 75mm, this was the 
recommended intake sizing. 
Locating the K&N air filter and 
being able to squeeze the huge 
4in diameter hoses into an already 
over-crowded engine bay proved to be 
a challenge. It was imperative that the 
hoses were not distorted, otherwise the 
effect of the large bore would have been 
completely lost. 

The only location for the air filter 
was in the void of the front bar behind 
the righthand driving lamp and in front 
of the wheelarch mould. I personally 
wanted it mounted higher to eliminate 
the ingress of water if driving through 
a deep puddle, but this would have 
required a long and complex hose run. 
There was not enough room for the » 


ABOVE AND CIRCLED: This ZT really is the proverbial wolf in sheep's clothing. Even 
on the inside, the extra dials were integrated discreetly into the factory dash. 
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« 100mm hose to fit between the chassis 
rail and front subframe, so material had 
to be cut away from both and the area 
reinforced where necessary. After a bit 
of massaging, everything fitted and the 
finished look isn’t that dissimilarto the 
original intake run, except I would have 
preferred a neutral looking black hose 
rather than the ‘look-at-me’ bright blue. 

Steve’s last request was for three 
extra gauges - fuel, oil and manifold 
pressure. Again, not wanting the add-on 
look, these were squeezed into the area 
above the radio in the centre console. 
The radio had to be lowered to create 
enough space above, but the end result 
is pleasingly ergonomic. 

Volumetric flow theory states that 
if more air goes into the engine, then 
more gases have to be exhausted, 
so a new high flow exhaust system 
was required. The area around the 
exhaust manifolds was so tight that 
my exhaust manufacturer, Craig 
Stallard from Quality Performance 
Exhausts, recommended keeping the 
factory manifolds, but from there back 
running a mandrel-bent twin 2%in 
stainless system. Two high flow catalytic 
convertors were incorporated as the 
engine management system runs 
four oxygen sensors - two are lambda 
upstream sensors and the other two are 
diagnostic downstream ones. Not using 
the correct catalytic convertors would 
almost certainly cause error codes 
to be logged, unless an aftermarket 
programmable ECU was used. The 2 3 Ain 
pipe size was chosen purely because 
that was the maximum size capable of 
fitting between the rear subframe and 
body. Special bespoke straight through 
mufflers had to be manufactured, as the 
correct (ie. very loud) exhaust note was 
of vital importance to Steve. After 60 
hours of fabrication and cursing, Craig 
delivered a stunning exhaust system. It’s 



ABOVE: This is how most people will see 
the ZT; at least there are four tailpipes 
for them to admire before it disappears! 



ABOVE: Custom-made 2 3 Ain stainless 
exhaust with twin cats is a work of art. 
RIGHT: 2 3 Ain pipes were a tight squeeze 
between the rear subframe and body. 

just a shame it is hidden away from view. 

The MG uses the Ford Mustang 
factory engine wiring harness, engine 
sensors and engine computer (ECU). 

The Mustang ECU is capable of being 
remapped, thus eliminating the need 
for an expensive aftermarket ECU and 
associated dyno time. Sean Hyland had 
already dyno tuned the engine before 
it was shipped to Australia and the 
remapping programme was supplied 
with the package. The programme was 
stored on a small hand-held electronic 
device similar to a cheap OBD scan 
tool. All that was required was for the 
electronic device to be connected to the 
vehicle’s 0BD2 connector and the on¬ 
screen download procedure followed. 

John Murray-On the Road 

Getting into this MG is not the normal 
contorted procedure that I associate with 
the marque and my slightly oversize 
frame fits nicely into the supportive 
seats. I depress the very heavy clutch 
and turn the ignition key. Instantly the 
engine bursts into life and settles into a 
smooth idle, but the exhaust burble does 
not match the smooth idle and sounds 
as though the engine is fitted with a 
long duration camshaft profile. I slowly 
release the clutch and the car moves 
away without any use of the throttle. 

Acceleration is smooth and the 
gear changes precise. The car drives 
normally except for a deep drone from 
the exhaust. Once it is warmed up I 
decide to use the loud pedal, but only for 
a split second, then something goes very 
wrong - the engine starts spluttering 
and the car vibrating, warning lights on 
the dash are flashing and the car has 
lost all power. Shaun reaches over and 
turns the traction control switch to OFF. 
‘Try it now,’ he says. 

So I do, and woah - the tacho races 



toward the red line. I grab second 
and the revs fly up again, but we 
stop accelerating as the wheels start 
spinning. I grab third and back off the 
accelerator a bit, at which point the car 
steps back into line and propels itself 
at great pace along the deserted road. 
Shaun explains that the new wheels 
and tyres have not arrived yet and that 
the standard rubber is ageing; this, 
combined with the huge engine torque, 
causes havoc with the slow-acting and 
outdated traction control system. 

After 20 minutes of driving, I feel at 
one with the car. It is easy to drive in 
slow moving traffic (except for the heavy 
clutch), lightning fast when accelerating 
and super smooth when cruising. My 
only complaint is that I feel the exhaust 
is too loud and booms irritatingly during 
high speed cruising, and the brakes will 
definitely need upgrading if this beast is 
to be driven in anger. 

On our return trip it starts to drizzle 
and as we climb a slight rise in the road 
at 90kp/h in fourth gear I depress the 
accelerator firmly. I watch the boost 
gauge start to rise, and then bam - the 
tacho lurches upward, the tail end 
becomes very loose and then steps out 
violently. I lift off, the aging tyres grip 
and the rear snaps back. I grab fifth and 
sedately finished the journey. I think to 
myself: ‘I have tamed this wild horse, I 
am now its master,’ but my heart beat 
and clammy hands would disagree. ® 

Shaun A tkinson, Classic Automobilia, 
Sydney, Australia. 

Tel: 0061425250613 
Email: shaun.shalinfdgmail.com 
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RETRO & CLASSIC 
SPORTS CARS 
GARAGE RUN BY 
MG ENTHUSIAST ANO 
MG ROVER FACTORY 
TRAINEO TECHNICIAN 
CHRIS FLANAGAN. 

► GENUINE MG ROVER PARTS SUPPLIER 

► AUTHORISED XPART AUTOSERVICE CENTRE 




► FULL T4 AND MG GDS DIAGNOSTICS 

► K SERIES HEAD GASKET REPLACEMENT 

► LASER 4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT 

► ENGINE UPGRADES 

► FREE LOCAL COLLECTION AND DELIVERY 

► SERVICE SPECIALISTS IN MGF/TF, ZR, ZS, ZT, 
RV8, MGB, MGA, MIDGET 




^originators 1 
OF THEV6 
MGTF & MG ZT 
extreme 

l BODY KIT 


01484 715 851 

Unit 1 Clifton Mills, Birkby Lane, 

Bailiff Bridge, Brighouse, 

West Yorkshire HB6 4JJ 

retrosportscars.co.uk 


1 __ 
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AutoService 



DON HOODS 

UNBEATABLE QUALITY - UNBEATABLE VALUE! 


DIRECT FROM THE MAKERS - 
WITH OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE 


• BETTER THAN ORIGINAL EQUIPMENT QUALITY 

• STITCHED AND WELDED FOR MAXIMUM LIFE 

• WIDEST CHOICE OF COLOURS AVAILABLE 

• ALL FASTENERS & FITTINGS INCLUDED 


FOR LEAFLET AND PRICE 
list contact 

Don Trimming Co. Ltd. 

SOUTHERN SALES OFFICE 

Tel: 01202 417000 


Choice of heavy duty PYC, fci 
Vynide, Everflex. Duck and Moh; 



__ __ S ETS FOr'mOST MODFI sfc 

24 HOUR EXPRESS SERVICE AVAILABLE - WORLDWIDE ORDER SERVICE | 


MAYDAY 

BANK HOLIDAY 

WEEKEND 

Sat 4th, Sun 5th & Mon 6th May 2019 

Bodafon Fields, Llandudno, North Wales LL30 1BW, 
Great Orme & Conway, Evening Road Runs. 
Shuttle bus service available 
Details SAE: - 4 Ffordd Celyn, Colwyn Bay, Conwy, LL29 8RN 
Tel: - 01492 517004 up to 9pm ONLY, 
vicci. ricke tt s 11 f@gmail.com 

www.llantransfest.co.uk 




WHEELS - TYRES - ACCESSORIES 



JOHN BROWN WHEELS 


Unit 21, Henley Industrial Park, Henley Rd, 
Coventry, West Midlands CV2 1ST 
sa les@johnbro wn wheels, com 
Tel No; 01926-817444 - Fax No: 01926-817784 

www.johnbrownwheels.com 













































Phil Fellows has always been interested in cars - 
initially Corgi, Dinky and Matchbox, but more recently MGs. 
However, this story starts with a Triumph Spitfire! 



| o you remember the 
days when the MGB was 
insurance group 6 and the 
I Spitfire and Midget were 
insurance group 4? Those two points 
made all the difference, so I started 
my sports car journey with a Spitfire 
MkIV - soft top motoring and my first 
introduction to the magic of overdrive. 

I had just started as a trainee at Land 
Rover (then part of British Leyland) 
and as part of that training I made a 
set of axle stands that I still have. We 
also did factory visits, and one of these 
was to a place called Abingdon - yes it 
really was that long ago! I must say I 
don’t remember much about the visit, 
but it obviously pointed me in the right 
direction, and I did get an MG tie... 

Following my training, I didn’t 
stay at Land Rover that long, even 
though it was working at the V8 plant. 
Instead I transferred to the mighty 
Longbridge. I know a lot has been 
said about Longbridge, but anyone 
who actually worked there has very 
fond memories of the people and the 
place. While I was there, I started my 



ABOVE: Phil's first MG was a Glacier White MGB Roadster, which was his daily driver 
at the time, although he did have a BGT for use in the winter. Not so tough, then... 


MG journey with a 1973 MGB Roadster 
in Glacier White and a 1966 MGB GT. 
The Roadster was my daily driver, 
but I used the BGT during the winter. 
That was an interesting car, with steel 
wheels and fibreglass wings. We called 


it Hughie because of its registration, 
and the fact that it was green with 
orange bits (rust). [For those who 
don't remember Opportunity Knocks 
on TV, Google 'Hughie Green' to make 
sense of that name - Ed] 
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An MG History 





ABOVE: Hughie'was green - with patches of orange. 


ABOVE: This Jubilee was Phiis first BGT with 


a sun roof. 


ABOVE: Teal Blue 
BGT was bought 
with the insurance 
money after a TR7 
was written off 


RIGHT: Teal Blue 
Midget was pressed 
into service when 
Phils BGT was in 
for a respray in 
‘Super Taxi Black.' 


At this time, I joined Bromsgrove 
MGOC and also the MG Car Club. 
Bromsgrove MGOC used to organise 
runs in convoy to different MG shows. 

I only led the convoy once and we got 
seriously lost, with 12 cars heading in 
all sorts of directions up and down the 
M6, M5 and A38. We all eventually got 
to Stanford Hall though, no mean feat 
in the days before sat navs. 

I made friends in the MGOC at this 
time which I still have today. I am still 
a member of the MGOC and MGCC, so 


every month I get Enjoying MG, Safety 
Fast and MG Enthusiast. In other 
words, plenty of MG reading. 

I replaced the white MGB with a 
Jubilee, which was interesting to run, 
trying to match colours and the side 
stripes for a small repair. This was the 
first car I had with a Webasto sunroof. 

I do like MGB GTs with sunroofs. 

The Jubilee was replaced by a TR7, 
which was written off in an accident, 
but no one was hurt. Luckily this was 
the first car I could actually afford to 


insure fully comprehensive, so the 
money went straight into the next 
MG-a 1974 MGB GT in Teal Blue. 
Remember that in these days all four 
cars - the white Roadster, the Jubilee, 
the TR7 and the Teal Blue MGB GT 
- only cost around £1300 each. This 
was when everyone thought the 1974 
MGBs were the ones to have, because 
they had all the kit, but also the 
chrome bumpers. Following this car, 
a black rubber bumper MGB GT was 
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An MG History 




LEFT: BGTV8 was sold 
when MG A was done. 
BELOW: Black rubber 
bumper BGT sticks in 
Phil's memory as a 
good car.' 

RIGHT: MG A 1600 was 
a restoration project 
from Texas. 

BELOW RIGHT: Glacier 
White BGT replaced 
the ill-fitting MGA. 


« purchased. This was a good car, but 
needed a repaint (Super Taxi Black) 
and whilst this was happening I used a 
1972 Teal Blue MG Midget. 

Eventually both cars went, and after 
a few fallow years with company cars, I 
next purchased a blue rubber bumper 
MGB, which was my first MG that 
was primarily a hobby car. This was 
used for travelling to various events, 
including the Cornwall MG Event in 
September and my first visit to the 
Kimber Run. I also managed to have 
an accident in this car, a spin on an 
uneven road surface that damaged 
the front and back of the car and both 
sides of the bridge. The bridge repairs 


cost more than the car, and I didn’t 
even get a plaque for my trouble! 

This was then replaced with a 
restoration project, an MGA 1600 from 
Texas. To this day I can remember 
the conversation with a friend that 
preceded this purchase. ‘You can 
restore an MGA for the same cost 
as an MGB Heritage shell...' Oh 
how I laugh now, but hindsight is a 
wonderful thing. Well, following a full 
restoration and change of colour to 
red, the MGA was finally finished. I 
took it on the Kimber Run for its first 
trip, and it snowed. I did also manage 
to go to MGA Day in it, a great day at 
Waddesdon Manor chock full of MGAs. 


While I was rebuilding the MGA (with 
a lot of help it must be said), I also had 
a Glacier White MGB GT V8. That was 
a great car, but went when the MGA 
was finished. However, I soon found 
out that the MGA and MGB seating 
positions are different, and that I suit 
an MGB! So, the MGA had to go. 

I next returned to MGB driving with 
a Glacier White MGB GT, which was 
then replaced with a Snowberry White 
MGC. That was another great car, until 
I took it for a rolling road tune and they 
pointed out that the engine needed a 
rebuild. Still, the rebuilt engine made 
a real difference, and I really liked the 
way it looked on steel wheels. 

You may have noticed by now that I 
have a bit of a reputation for changing 
cars. And you only know the half of 
it - this story is just about the MGs, 
but there have been lots of other cars 
sprinkled into the mix too. However, 
for my next MG I went modern and 
bought a brand new MGF. This was 
another really good car and one we 
had a lot of fun with over the time we 
owned it. It was eventually replaced 
with another MGB Roadster, Tartan 
Red this time with wire wheels and 
built on a Heritage shell, just about 
perfect and a credit to the chap who 
built it. If you ever see the YouTube clip 
of Quentin Wilson driving an MGB on 
the old Top Gear programme, this was 
the car, but before my ownership and 
with a different registration number. 

One event we have done a lot of 



ABOVE: Snowberry White MGC Roadster was another great car, although discovering 
that the engine needed rebuilding was a blow. A t least it went great afterwards! 
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An MG History 





ABOVE: MGB built on a Heritage shell and fitted with wire wheels was a credit to the 
guy who built it. The car also had a starring role on Top Gear with Quentin Wilson. 


times over the years is the Kimber 
Run. We have attended this with many 
different cars, and seeing all the MGs 
at the start in Chatsworth Park was 
always very impressive. Other events 
include MG Silverstone, although I find 
it a bit expensive and with too much 
racing for ordinary members. 

Other events we have enjoyed 
include the MGCC Welsh Rallye, the 
Snowden Run, MGB Register Runs and 
Midget Register Runs. More recently of 
course there is Drive it Day every year, 
and we have also done Scenic Car 


Tours to the Channel Isles and the Isle 
of Wight (but not at the same time!). 

With a house move the MGB had to 
go, but I seem to have influenced my 
wife on the subject of convertibles as 
she now doesn’t like GTs, only soft 
tops. She has run various VW soft 
tops, but also has a round wheelarch 
MG Midget, which she has kept longer 
than I have any of my MGs. 

I did then have a dark British racing 
green MGB GT for a while which I 
really enjoyed, but it was a GT, so 
it had to go. I replaced it by buying 
back the red Heritage-shelled MGB 


Roadster I had sold previously. This 
was a mistake - never buy back a car, 
as they are always different and often 
more tired. But it was still a good car 
and we used it for a number of events, 
including the Kimber Run and the 
Welsh Rallye. I also changed the car 
from wires to Minilites. 

I also had a red MGTF 135 at this 
time, but it got to the stage where we 
had four red convertibles - VW Beetle, 
Midget, MGB and TF. Something had 
to go, and so we sold the MGB and the 
TF. I then spent a few years searching 
for an MG replacement, looking at 
various cars and eventually buying a 
Mineral Blue MGC Roadster, just in 
time for MGC50. 

Over the years we have done Midget 
50 (rain), MGB 50 (rain), MGC 50 (good 
weather) and Spridget 60 (rain). And 
do people remember the MGB Day 
back in the 1980s, where they used to 
park the MGBs by colours? 

So that is where we are today, with 
an MGC and Midget, both roadsters 
(but the Midget isn’t mine). I counted 
them up and I have owned 18 MGs, 
including lots of MGBs, two MGCs, two 
Midgets, an MGA, a V8, an MGF and a 
TF. Given my track record of chopping 
and changing, friends do wonder why 
I still have the MGC, but I never know 
why I buy or sell a car and so I can’t 
really answer that. However, people 
also ask me what the difference is 
between an MGB and the MGC. I can 
answer that one: it’s the theatre! ® 


ABOVE: TF135 was also on the Fellows drive fora while. 


www.mgenthusiast.com 


MGE SPRING 2019 


ABOVE: BRG GT had to go because it 


wasn t a convertible. 


ABOVE: MGF was a rarity in that it was bought new. 


ABOVE: The Heritage-shell MGB. second time around. 
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Jeremy Veale tells the story of how an MGB GT V8 was lovingly restored 
in memory of his brother Phil, and how it has got him into MG motoring. 



ABOVE: Looking the worse for wear when unearthed from storage in dad's shed. 


y brother Phil first bought 


M 


I model, and as he had 
fun with his first one, he decided to 
upgrade to a 1974 model. He was a 
keen member of the Bristol MG Club, 
and when he met his wife Alison in 
the early 1980s, she also owned a 
Midget so they were able to share 
their passion for the cars. 

In 1983 when Phil and Alison got 
engaged, Phil decided to sell the two 
Midgets and buy a 1973 MGB GTV8. 
Both Phil and Alison used this car 
regularly, and the MG did around 6000 
miles a year up until February 1998. It 
was in need of restoration by then, the 
starter was playing up and it needed 
some bodywork doing, so my brother 
parked it up in dad’s shed in Devon, 
leaving it there but saying he would 
put it back on the road one day when 
he could afford it. 

Phil and Alison also acquired a 1968 
MG Midget at some point, which Phil 
took 10 years to restore. He was very 


proud of what he had done, and an 
article was written about it. This was 
published in a local paper in High 
Wycombe, where he was living. This 
car is still owned and driven by Alison, 
and their daughters Harriet and Kate. 


My brother became unwell in 2010. 
During the three years he was ill, 
he got a quote for the restoration 
of his beloved MGB GTV8, but as he 
was unable to work, alas he couldn’t 
afford to do it. Sadly Phil passed 
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BGT V8 


away in June 2013. Near the end of 
his Life he was going to Let a famiLy 
friend have the B p but two weeks 
before he passed away, I said to PhiL 
that I wouLd Like to have the V 8 . He 
immediateLy said yes, and seemed 
very pLeased that I wanted it. I thought 
that I wouLd either seLL it and give 
the money to ALison and the girLs, or 
restore it and keep it myseLf. WeLL, 
when his friend said in his euLogy that 
PhiL never fuLfiLLed his wish to restore 
the car, I thought that I had to do this 
for him at whatever cost. 

So in June 2014, a year after PhiL’s 
death, I coLLected the V 8 from dad’s 
shed in Devon and brought the 
car back to my home in Martock, 
Somerset. It was parked on the drive, 
and any free time wouLd be spent 
stripping the car, putting aLL the bits 
in boxes or jars. LuckiLy a Lady down 
the road Lent me her garage to store 
the Larger pieces, and that enabLed 
me to keep everything in one pLace. 

My son gave me a hand in the rain one 
bank hoLiday to remove the engine 
and gearbox from the car. We both got 
absoLuteLy soaked. That is dedication I 
suppose, being prepared to get wet to 
do the job. Or maybe just pLain daft. 

I intended to restore the car myseLf, 
but then I thought that because of 
spending time with grandchiLdren and 
Looking after eLderLy parents, time 
wouLd not be avaiLabLe to do a proper 
job. So I started getting quotes, and 
in the MGOC SuppLiers bookLet, Chard 
Vintage and Sports Car Services 
caught my eye. I gave them a caLL, 
and Tim WheLLock came to view the 
car. We had a Long chat discussing his 
ideas of which avenue to go down to 




get a good job done, and after visiting 
his premises, I decided to use them 
to heLp me fuLfiL my brother’s wish to 
restore his beLoved car. 

So in earLy January 2015, after the 
sheLL had been totaLLy stripped, Tim 
coLLected it from my drive and took it 
to his workshop. After taLking to Tim 
some more, he suggested sending it 
to Surface Processing Ltd of DudLey 
to be chemicaLLy stripped. When 
the sheLL came back, the paint strip 
reveaLed more jobs which needed 


ABOVE AND LEFT: Jeremy stripped the 
shell before it was collected by the 
restorers; a trip through the tanks at 
Surface Processing Ltd then took it 
to another level of stripped. 

doing, but that was to be expected. 

After fitting aLL the necessary new 
paneLs and after Tim’s righthand man 
Martin had spent hours getting every 
LittLe imperfection out of the originaL 
metaL, the sheLL was then sent back 
to S.P.L for another go through their 
stripping tanks to get the coating off 
the new paneLs so that everything was 
compLeteLy paint free before being 
eLectropLated. 

When it returned, the car was 
then totaLLy rebuiLt, repainted in 
the originaL coLour of GLacier White 
but with the interior changed from 
Autumn Leaf to bLack. It was finaLLy 
MoT’d for the first time in aLmost I 8 V 2 » 




ABOVE: Nothing was skimped on what was to be a total restoration to honour PhiL 


ABOVE: At last the great day arrived 
when Jeremy could collect the keys and 
drive his brother's BGT V8 home. 
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BGT V8 



ABOVE: Since restoration, the MG has 
been shown at a number of events. 




ABOVE: The V8 reunited with the Midget 
that Alison still drives and cherishes. 


RIGHT: The MG is popular with three 
generations of the Veale family. 


though he was a mechanic and his 
son-in-law could do bodywork, after 
seeing the photographs of the work 
in progress and the finished car, they 
would probably not have done as good 
a job, which was very gracious of him. 

I became a member of the 
Yeovil Car Club in 2017 and I felt 
very honoured to be asked by the 
Chairman if I would like to put the 
car on the indoor stand at the Bristol 
Classic Car Show at Shepton Mallet 
in 2018. While there, it received a lot 
of interest, including one person who 
recognised the caras he had been 
friends with Phil when my brother 
was in the Bristol MG Owners 
Club; it is a small world. 

On 23rd September 
2018 my son James and 
I took part in the Bristol 
area MGOC’s autumn 
run. I gave James a 
big surprise that day 
by allowing him to 
have his first drive in it, 
covering over 200 miles 
which he enjoyed. During 
the morning, the car’s 
mileometer clocked 100,000. 

My wife Caroline and also our 
grandchildren enjoy riding in the car 
too when they can. I did not know 
how I would feel driving what was 
Phil’s car as he is no longer here, but 
I am very proud to have fulfilled his 
restoration wish and I love driving it. I 
hope that Phil would be very pleased 
that I have done this for him. I never 
thought that I would own a classic 
car, especially a rare one such as this, 
but now the car will always stay in our 
family ownership. ® 


« years, and I collected the finished 
MGBGTV8on June 10th, 2016. It 
was a very proud moment for me, 
fulfilling my brother’s wish to have 
his MG restored and completing it 
exactly three years after the day he 
died. On June 12th I took the car to its 
first show, at llminster in Somerset, 
where several people admired the 
car and remarked on the first class 
restoration job that had been done. 

The next trip was a run down to 
dad’s house in north Devon where 
the car had been stored for so many 
years, to show him the finished 
article. I think it brought a tear to 
his eye, as no parent expects their 
children to die before them. 

The next show was Martock Retro 
Day, which is held in our village and 
attracts over 300 classic vehicles from 


all over the UK. At this event again 
the V8 was greatly complimented on 
its looks. One visitor said to me that 
he was looking to buy a fully restored 
MGB GTV8 , and asked if I would sell. 
He would have paid a figure in the 
mid-£20,000 range, but I told him the 
story of how I acquired the car, why it 
was restored and that it will never be 
sold in my lifetime. 

In 2017 we reunited the MGB 
GTV8 with my brother’s 1968 Midget 
and took both cars to MG Live at 
Silverstone, which was great as both 
cars used to attend this event in the 
past. I have taken the car to Haynes 
Breakfast Club on occasions, again 
getting lots of interest. I have also 
showed the car to the 
person who was going 
to have it from my 
brother originally. 

He said that even 


ABOVE: The restored BGT V8 looking absolutely superb, and Jeremy's son James 
who was delighted to be handed the keys when the two took part in a club run. 
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Engines 

1800cclead free 
1800cc fast road balanced 
1840cc balanced stage 2 
1950cc standard lead free 
1950cc fast road stage 2 

Heads 

Standard lead free 
Stage 2 lead free 
Stage 3 lead free 
Stage 3a lead free 
Stage 4 comp head 

Other 

Tubular long branch large bore exhaust 
Oselli cast rocker cover £175 
Weber carb kit £799 
Performance distributor £255 


£2020 

£2339 

£2720 

£2650 

£2990 


Stage 2 fast road balanced 
1293cc fast road stage 2 
1380cc fast road stage 2 
1400cc fast road stage 2 

Heads 

Standard lead free 
Stage 2 lead free 
Stage 3 lead free 
Stage 3a lead free 
Stage 4 comp head 

Other 

Tubular long branch exhaust 
Oselli cast rocker cover £175 
Weber carb kit £795 
Performance distributor £255 

Head and engines supplied on an exchange basis 
Prices subject to VAT 


£505 

£599 

£739 

£830 

£2800 


£505 

£599 

£739 

£850 

£2800 


1964 MGB ROADSTER BUILT TO FIA RACE 

specification with all features including 1840 engine, 
straight cut gearbox, limited slip diff, six point roll cage 
with side impact bars, fire eater system and everything 
needed to compete next season in the Equipe Series. 
Choice of three cars including Heritage shell rebuild, 
choice of colour spec, left or right hand drive etc. 
Call for more details. 

www.oselli.com 


Head and engines supplied on an exchange basis 
Prices subject to VAT 


OSELLI 


Oselli ltd, Greenway Business Park, 
Winslow Road, Great Horwood, MK1 7 0NY 
01993 849610 or 07831 597424 


= CLASSIC & 
SPOKIS CAK.3 



I isa mca s h i keibTG r e a t e r Manchester's 

XPart Distributor 

We can supply parts to trade and retail customers 



Spare Parts Servicing 


Car Sales 


Custom 

Fabrication 


Rust Repair Upgrades 


ebay 

Visit our eBay Store 


M: 07711097 957 E: mg-alfa-spares@hotmail.co.uk 
www.mg-alfa-spares.co.uk 

Unit 10 • Stockfield Mill • Melbourne Street • Chadderton • OL9 9EW 


0 


Find us on 

Facebook 

























TECHNICAL Q&A 




Have you got a technical problem with your MG? If so, the combined 
expertise of Roger Parker and the MGOC Workshop maybe able 
to help. For details of how to access this free service, see below. 


Is overdrive or a fifth gear best? 


Q l have a 1500 Midget and want to 
uprate the gearing. I’ve seen the 
Ford Type 9 conversions, but they are 
very expensive (£2800) compared to 
the value of the car, and so I wonder 
why MG never offered the Midget 
with the same overdrive gearbox as 
was offered in the Spitfire? Can I buy 
a Spitfire OD gearbox and fit it in the 
Midget, or does the Ford gearbox have 
other benefits that justify the cost? 

A Two basic reasons dictate going 
down the Ford Type 9 gearbox route. 
The main one is that the five-speed 
can be fitted in a non-invasive way into 
the Midget body, so if there was ever a 
need or desire to return it to standard, 
then this is a simple bolt-in operation. 

By comparison the use of a Spitfire or 
Dolomite 1500 OD gearbox demands the 
transmission tunnel be cut and welded 
mods added, so this is a permanent 
change and not an easy one to reverse. 

This was never done by BL because 
it would have required certification, 
and they were in cash strapped times 
when the 1500 Midget was being 
developed. That hasn’t stopped some 
intrepid owners from following this 
route, just as you see many cars with 
different engines fitted, but as with any 
non-standard homespun conversion, 
there are a number other compatibility 
issues to overcome and it appears that 
in typical BL style the same’ gearbox 
found in a range of cars is not always 
the same in all respects! 

Looking at comments from the few 
who have done this specific conversion, 


it appears that there are fewer 
differences and additional mods or work 
required when the donor car’s age is 
the same as the recipient, but spread 
the age gap and there are potentially 
more hurdles to overcome. That is not 
an issue with the Ford Type 9 conversion 
as everything comes in a box to enable 
a straightforward bolt-in conversion, 
only the speedometer then having to 
be recalibrated to suit the individual 
car’s gearing. Doing your own OD 
conversion means not only modifying 
the tunnel and including considerations 
for normal gearbox servicing access, 
but also having to source a different 
length propshaft, longer speedo cable, 
speedo recalibration, and possibly a new 
clutch and different/modified gear stick, 
the last two possibly being different 
depending on age. 

The other very big advantage for the 
Ford gearbox conversion is that it has a 
very solid reliability record, something 
which can’t be said of the Midget 1500 
gearbox. This is an important point, as 
the reliability of this gearbox in Triumph 
models seems to be noticeably better 
than effectively the same series of 
gearbox when in a Midget, something 
that is almost certainly down to the 
confines of the Midget body not allowing 
the same cooling airflow. I suspect that 
heat is driving the reduced reliability, 
while the Ford’s solid reliability record 
means it is better placed to cope with a 
hotter working environment. 

There is also the very important 
aspect of finding secondhand Triumph 
parts, which is your only option today. 


Assuming you can get hold of a 
secondhand gearbox with OD, then you 
can take the risk of fitting them without 
stripping and reconditioning, but in 
view of the known weaknesses of these 
gearboxes, common sense dictates that 
both should be reconditioned. 

That is immediately going to be 
an expense of well over £1100 when 
buying exchange rebuilt units from a 
reputable source (plus of course the cost 
of buying the core units to exchange). 

Add a new clutch and propshaft along 
with other incidentals and a minimum 
cost of £1500 or higher is a reasonable 
assumption. And that is before fitting, 
so there is not the big cost saving that 
at first appeared possible. At least now 
with fully reconditioned or new parts you 
are actually comparing like for like. 

The end result of either route is 
certainly a considerable cruising 
advantage in modern traffic conditions 
as the overdrive ratio and Ford fifth 
gear ratios are essentially similar and 
provide a very useful drop in engine revs. 
The general problem for the Midget, 
especially those with the lower final 
drive ratios, is that the car’s comfortable 
cruising speed is within the zone 
occupied by heavy traffic, which can 
be an uncomfortable and intimidating 
presence around a Midget. Having this 
longer gearing just moves the Midget’s 
comfortable cruising speed above that 
intimidation zone, and this does make 
a big difference. That is before any fuel 
saving advantages, which in truth will 
take a long time and many miles before 
paying for the conversion. ® 



The MG Owners' Club Workshop is based at the MGOC Headquarters at 
Swavesey, Cambridge and offers a complete range of services to meet all 
your MG requirements. Tel: 01954 231125 www.mgownersclub.co.uk 


MGOC 

WORKSHOP 


The MG Enthusiast Helpline is brought to you by Roger Parker and the technical team at the MGOC workshop, who kindly provide the expertise 
to solve your problems. So if you are having trouble with your MG and need some help, please send full details to: 

Karen Drury, MG Enthusiast, Kelsey Media, Cudham Tithe Barn, Berrys Hill, Cudham, Kent TN16 3AG or email them to mg.edfakelsey.co.uk 

We will reply to all queries as quickly as possible, but some questions may require research so please allow up to 28 days. Please note that this 
is a free service, and some complex questions may require more time than we can reasonably allow, in which case we will let you know. 
Neither MG Enthusiast nor the MGOC can accept liability for loss, damage or injury resulting from replies to readers’ queries. 
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Falling 
in Love 

Mike Garrett has taken 
the very sleek MGA and 
tweaked it slightly to 
unleash the full potential 
of the latent beauty 
lurking within. 

his is a 1959 Australian- 
assembled MGA 1600 in 
its original Mamba Black, 
which was first registered 
on the road in Melbourne in 1960. 

Prior to me purchasing it last year, two 
previous owners had kept it straight 
and in good working order for nearly 
60 years. In fact, before the rego ran out 
last November, my wife and I enjoyed 
several chilly winter road trips up to the 
Yarra Valley on the original motor. 

In Australia at least, I think MGAs 
still represent astonishing value for 
money, with good examples still 
to be found for the same numbers 
in Australian dollars as they are 
fetching in the UK in Pounds Sterling. 
However, this story really begins with 
a BGT. I inherited (or was perhaps 
indoctrinated with) my father’s love of 
the MG marque, and with a surname 
beginning with C G’, I was always going 
to be christened Michael, Matthew or 
Mark. Given Melbourne’s unpredictable 
weather, my first MG and daily driver 
for the last eight years has been a 1969 
MGB GT, which was repainted by the 
previous owner Porsche Guards Red. 

The first time I saw it, I was in love. 

Since that time, I have had the engine 
reconditioned, some bodywork done, a 
stereo and rear seatbelts for my children 
installed, and a sports muffler added. 



I still get a thrill every morning when 
I turn the key. And whilst my gangly 
teenage daughter can no longer fold her 
legs into the back, I have enjoyed several 
family outings in the GT over the years 
with my wife and three children; I have 
had to keep them lean! 

However, whilst certainly less 
practical, I have always preferred the 
lines and curves of the A over the B. 
Indeed, I think the MGA is history’s 
most beautiful affordable classic car. 

I first saw this one sitting forlorn and 
awaiting a new owner at MG Workshops 
whilst getting my B serviced. My six 
year old son was with me at the time, 
and after we took it for a test spin, it 
only seemed fair he be indoctrinated 
with the MG bug too. Against my better 
judgement (and without consulting my 
wife - oops,) I bought it on the spot. 

Whilst the MGA was built as a 
roadster, it was let down (in my humble 
opinion) by quaint front and rear 
bumpers that interrupted its stellar 
feminine curves, and also by the size of 
the engine, which was underpowered 
for something potentially so sleek. I 
think that as well as performing better, 
the early Sebring cars looked so much 
better. And, as well as being pricier, I 
have read mixed stories regarding the 
later twin cam MGAs. 

And so it seemed best to replace 



the original engine with one more 
familiar to me, a reconditioned 1798cc 
motor from another 1969 MGB. We 
also exchanged the old gearbox for 
something newer with five speeds. 

Andrew McDowell and his team 
at MG Workshops in Melbourne 
were completely open to my ideas 
on reconfiguring the car into a more 
menacing roadster. Fortunately there are 
still enough MGs in circulation for new 
parts and fittings to be freely available. 
After an immaculate new paint job, 
we found a chrome rear luggage rack, 
Monza fuel cap, mesh grill and new 
Frogeye Sprite rear bumper over-riders 
to accentuate the As beautiful rear rump 
left bare without a bumper. 

However the most important 
modification for me was ditching the 
roof (so sacrificing the all-weather 
capabilities of the car) and cutting down 
the windscreen to a shape more roadster 
than Noddy. And whilst steel vented 
wheels might have been more fitting, I 
can’t get past the beauty of wires. 

The interior needed nothing altering 
except a smaller (wooden) steering 
wheel, and whilst this is certainly no 
purist’s cup of tea, sitting in it still feels 
very 1950s while driving it feels alive, 
free and very 1970s. And its looks? Well 
they are elegant, dark, sexy and timeless. 
I am in love all over again. ® 
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DIARY DATES 


MGs in the Park 2019 

For 21 years, Oxfordshire MG Owners Club have put on whats become the largest 
free one-day MG event in the country This year it is taking place on 9th June, and 
we asked organisers Peter Mapson and Pete McHugh to tell us a little about it. 




his event was started by John 
and Jean King, who ran it for 
the first 19 years. That was a 
heroic achievement, so when 
the Kings decided they wanted to take a 
step back and start enjoying the event as 
regular visitors rather than running it, we 
put together an organising committee for 
the 2018 event. 

We clearly had some big shoes to fill, 
because MGs in the Park has grown into 
such a notable event in the MG calendar 
for enthusiasts from all clubs, not just our 
own. It has become the largest free one- 
day MG event in the country, and we like 
to think also one of the friendliest, which 
was obviously something we wanted to 
continue. We also wished to see it grow 
further - last year we welcomed nearly 


600 MGs despite a very poor weather 
forecast, and this year we hope to beat 
that total. Luckily we always have a great 
turnout of volunteers, so there will be 
plenty of marshals on hand to direct 
people around the site as smoothly and 
efficiently as possible. 

And what a site! The event always 
takes place at the 160-acre Cotswold 
Wildlife Park, and this has been a key 
ingredient in its success. For one thing 
there is plenty of space for everyone, (all 
we would ask is that if owners would like 
to park together as a group, please could 
they turn up together,) while for another 
all the staff at the Park have become very 
enthusiastic supporters of our event and 
offer free entry to all MG drivers on the 
day, as well as offering a reduced rate 
for MG passengers of just £11.50 for 
adults and £8 for children to the Wildlife 
Park and the fabulous gardens - entry 
to the MG event within the grounds is 
then free. Having this superb family- 
friendly attraction as the events location 
ensures there is so much to see and do 
whatever your level of MG addiction; 
kids in particular will love the meerkats, 
Humboldt penguins, Asiatic lions, 
Morelets crocodiles, red panda, white 
rhino and other animals! 


On the MG side, we do aim to have a 
range of attractions. One popular event is 
the Pride of Ownership, which caters to 
all models spread across 15 classes. This 
is a far more relaxed affair than a full-on 
concours, and we have very deliberately 
set out to ensure that it does not take up 
peoples whole day. Instead it should be 
done and dusted during the morning, 
leaving owners then free to enjoy the rest 
of the event. They might, for example, 
want to join the run that we organise in 
the afternoon, generally of about 25 miles 
through the beautiful Cotswolds. For this 
we choose a different route each year, but 
it is always a fun scenic tour rather than 
anything challenging, and it will get you 
back to the Park by 4pm. 

As well as the cars and the Wildlife 
Park, we are also offering a wide range 
of trade stands to suit all tastes, from the 
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The Welsh Rallye 


ow in its 23rd year, the 
MG Car Club - Midland 
Centres Welsh (Touring) 
Rallye continues to be 
very popular and takes participants to 
some hidden gems of Wales that folk 
might not normally venture to on their 
own. The event was started in May 
1997 by then Centre Chairman, Rick 
Howson, as a non-competitive variant 
of the proper rallies that the Centre 
used to run many moons ago in the 
1950/60s - hence the Rallye spelling 
to differentiate it as non-competitive, 
and then the addition of‘Touring 
to indicate that it was held under an 
MSA Touring Assembly Certificate of 
Exemption. Its main aim has always 
been to give drivers who like to use 
their classic cars a decent run on roads 
that would not usually be visited on 
ones own, and be of a length to be 
interesting and challenging rather than 
just a tootle round the block. 

The first 18 years were mainly one- 
nighters, meaning that the Saturday 
start was from somewhere in the West 
Midlands and headed west to finish at 


various hotels in Wales large enough 
to accommodate a group of some 
50+ cars. Distances of the runs varied 
slightly, but were usually in the region 
of 160-180 miles. 

In 2015, after the success of the 
Anniversary Peake Rallye which was 
a two-nighter based on Buxton, it was 
decided to try a two-nighter Welsh 
Rallye, initially on an alternate year 
basis. However, this proved so popular 
and it has has continued in this format, 
with the main run still on the Saturday. 
As nearly all folk were now already on 
site mileages varied, but aimed at 150- 
160, with four parts or stages of around 
40 miles each and three controls or 
refreshment stops. 

The next event is scheduled to be 
held over the weekend of 17-19 May 
2019 and will be based on Llangollen, 
with a Saturday run to northwest Wales 
and Snowdonia. Entries are coming in 
fast, but at the time of writing there are 
still places available. For more details 
of the weekend package and an entry 
form, please contact rogerking43@ 
gmail.com or phone 0121 476 6649. ® 



MG Owners Club to Waterperry Opera 
Festival. We already have more than 16 
traders signed up for this year, and we are 
pleased to say MGs on Track will be there 
too. Visitors are welcome to bring along 
any unwanted MG bits and display them 
for sale beside their car as well. Dogs are 
welcome on leads and picnics are fine, 
though the Park also has many quality 
food outlets, and you may be tempted 
by the tremendous artisan bakery or 
homemade fudge stands that are often 
hidden among the trade stalls. 

We should just add one note of advice 
for getting to the event; the main route 
for visitors from the north is via the A40, 
but getting through Burford itself can 
be a challenge to traffic when it is busy. 

In that case, we would recommend that 
people find an alternative route around 
the town and then approach the Wildlife 
Park from the south. 

There is no need to book tickets in 
advance, just turn up on the day and you 
will be assured of a warm welcome. The 
postcode for the Cotswold Wildlife Park 
is OX18 4JP, and you can find further 
details about the event on our website at 
www.oxfordshiremgoc.co.uk ® 
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OUR MGs 


In the rear view mirror 


In his last issue as editor, Simon Goldsworthy reflects on the various MGs that have 
come and gone over the last 13 very enjoyable years at the helm of MG Enthusiast 




D t all started with a V-reg 
rubber bumper BGT in 
bright yellow, a typically 
cheap example that had a 
couple of years left in it before some 
serious investment would be required. It 
wasn’t long before this car was converted 
to body-coloured fibreglass bumpers 
that were being sold by a specialist at 
the time, but which have since gone 
out of production. I’m not really a big 
fan of spending money on cosmetic 
enhancements, but they looked good 
and were certainly always a talking point 
when meeting other enthusiasts. It is 
in this guise that the car always lives 
on in my mind, but I loved that B from 
the start, seduced by its combination of 
superb looks and supreme practicality. 

So much so that it first appeared in the 
June 2006 issue, and I kept it for 5 Vi 
years, details of its sale only appearing in 
the February 2012 magazine. 

For me, that was a new record on 
longevity. In fact, I can’t recall any car 
before that which I’d kept for more than 
a couple of years. Over those years of 
BGT ownership, the MG underwent a 
body restoration and full respray that 
was detailed in the magazine, and if I say 
so myself it was something of a looker. 

It was also a great car to drive, and a 
personal highlight was a camping trip 
to the Czech Republic with a mate. We 
covered 2000 miles in under a week, and 
to this day I can remember the eager 
anticipation I felt to get back behind the 


wheel when we touched land back in the 
UK. I also recall that it took part in the 
opening ceremony for the London 2012 
Olympics in the care of its next owner. 

I sold the B in part because I thought 
I should spread my wings and try 
something new in the magazine. That 
something new was a purple MGF, 
which first appeared in the August 2011 
issue. I really appreciated the driving 
dynamics of that car and the Amaranth 
paint was a big hit with the ladies of the 
family, but I have to admit that it didn’t 
have the same wow factor for me as a 
full-on classic from the Abingdon era. 


It also had a very stiff clutch pedal, 
and the solution was ultimately to 
pull the engine and gearbox and fit a 
new actuating arm. The intricacies of 
working with a mid-engine layout and 
Hydragas suspension made me long for 
the simplicity of the B, but I can’t deny 
that for a cheap and cheerful car, the 
MGF drove superbly and owning it was 
a hugely enjoyable experience. 

By the time the MGF moved on in the 
July 2013 issue, I had already bought a 
second MG in the shape of a 2003 ZT 
CDTi. Never having been into large or 
luxurious cars, it took some time before 
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OUR MGs 



I stopped thinking that my father had 
come to visit every time I saw the ZT 
on my drive! However, I soon came to 
appreciate its many virtues, and proof of 
that is in the figures. It didn’t move on 
until the November 2018 issue, which 
means that in my life I have only ever 
had one car for longer, (the Herald that 
I still possess). In those six years the 
ZT fulfilled a variety of roles - family 
transport for five, zipping up and down 
the country on photoshoots, taking 
rubbish to the dump and going on 
holidays through Europe to name just 
a few. The ZT had 100,000 miles on the 
clock when I bought it, and I added no 
fewer than 55,000 miles to that total, 
all of them in supreme comfort. That is 
far more than I have ever driven in any 
other single car, and a record that I think 
is unlikely to be beaten. 

While the ZT was working away in the 
background, two other MGs came and 
went. In the June 2014 issue I introduced 
a bargain basement chrome bumper 
BGT. It cost me £1100 and was, to say 
the least, cosmetically challenged. But 
here’s the strange thing - despite having 
fibreglass wings, a door mirror held 
on by a wooden block and numerous 
other failings, it was an absolute 



delight to drive. I kept that car until the 
November 2015 issue, by which time it 
was clear that some serious investment 
was required. I sold it to Kelsey Media, 
the publisher of MGE, and it was then 
featured as a project in other titles. 

Because it was still effectively owned 
in-house, I was able to borrow it back 
to take part in the Solway Historic Rally 
as detailed in the January 2016 issue. I 
then bought it back briefly when Kelsey 
were done with the project, largely to 


save it from being broken for spares. I 
was able to find a new home for it with 
a professional bodywork specialist, and 
am delighted to report that it has finally 
received the proper full body restoration 
that it always needed and fully deserved. 

In the meantime, I was privileged 
to own what may well be the most 
immaculate car that will ever pass 
through my grubby hands. This was a 
very early MG Metro in Cinnabar Red 
with just 21,000 miles on the clock. The » 
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downside of this perfection was that I 
was reluctant to use it, not least because 
after each trip out I felt obliged to spend 
hours with the polishing cloths to return 
the Metro to its pristine condition. 

That didn’t stop me entering it into an 
Autotest organised by the Lincolnshire 
Centre of the MGCC though, probably 
the hardest the car had been pushed in 
its entire life. The Metro took this in 
its stride, though my memory proved 
unequal to the task and I think I took 
more wrong turns that right ones. I also 
took it on a Drive It Day run to Gunby 
Hall, and was surprised when the Metro 
was selected by staff there as the car they 
would most like to take home. 


The only downsides I remember 
of this car were the lack of fifth gear 
making long distance cruising somewhat 
strained, and bucket seats that were 
surprisingly on the tight side of 
comfortable. Eventually I sold it to ex- 
MGE contributor and current General 
Manager of the MG Car Club, Adam 
Sloman, its passing being recorded in 
the October 2016 issue. 

I then spent a while with just the ZT, 
before in April 2017 scratching the BGT 
itch once more and buying a Harvest 
Gold example. This was a very nice car, 
but did not stay with me for more than 
a year. I do not recall exactly why it 
went so quickly, but suspect there were a 




number of reasons. For one thing I had 
amassed too many cars and put most 
of them up for sale in a bid to cut the 
number down to a more sensible level, 
and the BGT just happened to be one of 
the first to attract an acceptable bid. 

The other impetus for change was 
that my wife, while extremely tolerant 
of my MG affliction, has no interest in 
classic cars and no real desire to go out 
in them. In fact, the only car that I’ve 
ever brought home about which she 
has expressed an interest is the F/TF. I 
never need much encouragement to buy 
another car, so when she asked: ‘Why 
don’t you get one of those newer MGs 
if they are so cheap? I wouldn’t mind 
going out in that,’ I duly dived into the 
classifieds and found a very tidy TF135 
in Rio Red. The irony is that I don’t 
think my wife has been out in it for more 
than a handful of miles, but I am using it 
as my frontline driver and loving every 
moment behind the wheel. 

However, there is also talk of getting 
another MGB GT. (Talk that I must 
admit does not yet include my wife!) 

For me, that is still the ultimate practical 
classic. Cheap to run, easy to work on, 
perfectly capable of being pressed into 
regular use, immense fun to drive and 
beautiful to behold, what’s not to like? 
Just rest assured that if I do succumb to 
temptation, you will be able to read all 
about it here in MG Enthusiast. ® 



BB MGE SPRING 2019 


www.mgenthusiast.com 












01949 860519 



info@mgsparesandrestorations.com 
www.mgsparesandrestorations. 


1932 MG J2 

Exported to Belgium from new, this matching number 
MG J2 has been brought back into the UK and is 
perfect as a running restoration. 

Price 17,950.00 


1938 MG TA 

As featured in Anders Clausagers reference book 
“ The Original MG T Series “ and on the front cover 
of Shire Album No. 152. Retaining its original number 
on V5C with an original log book, this well presented 
MG TA is ready for the new seasons motoring and is 
eligible for VSCC events. 

Price 26,950.00 


STOP PRESS.STOP PRESS.NEW STOCK.JUST ARRIVED.BARN FINDS 

READY FOR RESTORATION 



1950 MG TD 

Exported to Belgium as a RHD model from new, this 
MG TD has been brought back into the UK complete 
for restoration. 

Price 7,450.00 



1937 MG TA 

With an original MPJG engine which is 99% complete , 
this MG TA has been dry stored for over 30 years and 
still runs, although will require re-commissioning. 

Price 11,950.00 


WE HAVE A LARGE SELECTION OF BOTH NEWLY MANUFACTURED AND SECOND 

HAND MG T TYPE SPARES. 

With over 30 years experience in the restoration and preparation of prewar MG’s 
from MMM’s through to T Types, we offer a comprehensive range of components and 
specialist services from our extensive premises based in Leicestershire. 
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MIDGETS 



£POA. Midgets and Sprites bought 
and sold. Whether buying or selling. 
Contact the specialist Mike Authers 
on 07703 465224. View current stock 
at www.mgmidgets.com. URGENTLY 
WANTED, Chrome bumpered, 
Midgets and Frogeyes. We buy 
outright or sell on commission. (T). 
07703 465224 (KP) 


MIDGET 


MIDGET 



1973, £ 6 , 995 . This car has recently been 
unearthed from careful hibernation 
having been laid up for 17 years. The 
garage that found it gave it a thorough 
check over, service and put it through 
an MoT. Please call 01590 612999, 
Hampshire (T). 

7912 


MIDGET 



1971,2,000 miles, £14,750. Fully rally 
prepared Midget. 1375cc race engine, 
roll cage, safety belts, bash plates, etc. 
Over £38,000 spent in preparation, 
competitive classic rally car. All hard 
work done. Please call 07808 364238, 
Gloucestershire. 

5413 


MIDGET 



1978, £4,495. Black with sand/black 
trim. Converted to chrome with leather 
seats, roll over bar and Minilites. 
Lowered to c/b height. Really good 
body, hood and hood cover. Excellent 
engine, drives really well. Please call 
01953 717618 (T). 

6498 


MIDGET 



1978,95,000 miles, £2,995. Good 
condition, re-sprayed 3 years ago. 
MoT until July 2019 and has just been 
recently serviced. Please call 01283 
337625, Derby. 

4771 


MIDGET 



1975, £3,450. MoT and tax exempt. 
Very good bodywork. Looks and drives 
superb. Good hood, full length tonneau 
and a sound investment. Please call 
07510 307604, Thornton. 

4522 


MGA 


MGA 



I960, $22,000. Red, wire wheels, older 
restoration that holds up well. Please 
call 1-917-838-9431 or marcsteve00@ 
gmail.com. 

7094 


MGA 



1957, £34,995. It looks like everything 
and I mean nearly everything has been 
replaced on this car it is really beautiful. 
Just had complete nut and bolt rebuild 
with perfect panel gaps. Please call 
01590 612999, Hampshire (T). 

7909 


MGA 



£32,500. This competitive MGA race car 
built and campaigned by the current 
owner for many years, this MGA has all 
aluminium front and rear wings, floors, 
front valance Transmission tunnel, 
rear internal panel as well as standard 
bonnet boot and doors. Please call 
01420 564343, Medstead (T). 

7928 

MGA 1500 ROADSTER 



1957, £23,995. Finished in red with 
black red piped leather upholstery. 

This car has been upgraded with the 
fitting of a 5 speed gearbox. Although 
not showroom condition it is very 
presentable and usable. A luggage 
rack is already fitted to the boot lid and 
complete weather equipment. Please 
call 01590 612999, Hampshire (T). 

7910 


MGA 1500 ROADSTER 



1959, £26,995. Old English white with 
black white piped leather upholstery. 
This car has been improved with choice 
upgrades including a heater, electronic 
ignition, chrome wire wheels and 
chrome luggage rack. Please call 01590 
612999, Hampshire (T). 

7911 


MGA COUPE 

£1,800 ONO. One owner for 20 years. 
Last restoration approx. 25 years ago 
and wire wheels. Please call 01369 
810312. 

7428 


MGB 


MGB 



1980, 55,500 miles, £5,500. Black, very 
good condition, records and receipts, 


garaged and dry use only. MoT 08/2019, 
leather seats, Moto-Lita, s/steel exhaust, 
tonneau cover, Minilites, original 
Rostyles overdrive and many new parts. 
Please call 07921 069535, Leicestershire. 
6282 


MGB 



1972, £10,500. Restoration completed 
in 2013. Unleaded with overdrive, 

K&N filters, oil cooler, Moto-lita, many 
upgrades and very good condition. No 
rust and large history file. Please call 
01768 398315, Cumbria. 

5100 


MGB GT 



1969,81,000 miles, £8,500 Ono. 

Resprayed, wire wheels, new tyres and 
tubes. O/S rear wing, tailgate and rear 
bumper, waxed and oiled. New interior, 
seats and door. Please call 07971 
808066, Dorset. 

2288 
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LANCASTER 

INSURANCE 

01480 400 778 



MGB GT 



£15,500 ONO. Restored to show 
standard with over £20k spent on the 
car. It is in stunning condition with full 
soft touch leather interior. Please call 
07739 448027, Cheshire. 

6842 


MGB GT 



£3,750 ONO. Good condition, black 
leather seats. Runs and drives very nice. 
Please call 07817 399941, Powys. 

5108 


MGB GT 



1977,42,300 miles, £2,450. Free 
tax and MoT. Electronic ignition. Very 
sound underneath.Working overdrive. 
Minilites mechanically very sound. Good 
interior with sunroof and seatbelts. 
Please call 01535 644493, West Yorkshire 
7964. 


MGB GT V8 



£21,500. Re-shelled in the 90's, recently 
refreshed with full 'glass out' re-paint. 
Near concourse condition. Recent 
rebuilt clutch, gearbox and overdrive. 
MGOC parabolic springs with telescopic 
dampers. Please call 01752 851217, 
Plymouth. 

6430 


MGB ROADSTER 



1973,65,541 miles, £9,750. Finished 
in orange with a black trim and a walnut 
dash. Motolita steering wheel, last 
owner from 23 years, MoT from 1986 
and full history included for parts and 
labour. Boot carpeted, front and rear MG 
mud flaps, chrome luggage rack. Please 
call 01514 267709, Merseyside. 

1714 


MGB ROADSTER 



1972, 54,000 miles, £12,750. New 

bodyshell engine bored out for 2 litre 
Oselli head camshaft, AIYD lager carbs, 
stainless exhaust, Spax adjustable shock 
(front and rear), 5 new wire wheels and 
hood. Please call 07852 961290. 

6137 


URGENTLY WANTED 

MGA/MGB/MGC/V8/ 
MIDGET/SPRITE ETC 

Any Condition from non runners to rebuilt cars 

Please call Edward 

01923 840236 or any time on 07774 484497 
Email: ejwclassiccars@btinternet.com 
Website: www.mgandporsche.com 

(Northwood, Middlesex) 


MGB ROADSTER 



1968, £13,500 ONO. Rebuilt 2007. Oslo 
blue, mohair hood, grey Leather, walnut 
dash, detailed engine bay, chrome 


wheels and new tyres. Please call 01302 
772140, South Yorks. 

6550 

MG ROADSTER 



1974, £15,000. Heritage Shell MG 
registered. 11 k from rebuild. Exceptional 
condition with chrome wires, walnut 
dash and trim, garaged, full tonneau 
cover and a Chelsea pewter colour with 
blue leather interior. Lovely car. Please 
call 07817 451360, West Yorks. 

6861 


MGC 


MGC GT 



1968,80,000 miles, £22,500. British 
racing green. Beautiful and rare MGC GT 
in superb condition throughout. The car 
was comprehensively restored in late 
80's and fully re-sprayed again in 2011. 
Please call 07772 703666, Aberdeen. 
6074 

MGC GT 



1968, £23,000. Superbly restored, 
featured on magazine covers. New 
pewter metallic paintwork. Red leather, 
reclining seats. Lightened balanced 
engine. Burgess gas-flowed head. Triple 
webber 45 carbs. Electric ignition, Power 
steering and alloy wheels. Please email 
mawright333@gmail.com, Kent. 

7896 


MGF/TF 


MGF 



1998,64,400 miles, £800 ONO. 

118bhp,Tahiti Blue, petrol, manual MoT 
until July 2019, part service history, 
owned since 2004, 2 previous owners, 
interior chrome kit, alarm, immobiliser, 
driver, passenger airbags, central locking 
and CD player. Bonnet has some paint 
lacquer damage. Please call 07825 
249322, Surrey. 

6283 

MGF 

1999, 89,000 miles, £600. Excellent 
engine, excellent interior but needs 
bodywork due to surface rust. Bumpers 
removed. All parts wrapped, bagged 
and labelled. Wing replaced and needs 
painting. Runs sweet. Rear screen needs 
replacing. Viewing available. Please call 
07802 953962, Bristol. 

7437 


MGTF 



2004,63,000 miles, £5,000. In black 
pearl exterior with a red hood. History 
and MoT Sept. Head gasket, belts and 
clutch done. Please call 07749 798552, 
Gloucester. 

7824 


MGTF 160 SUNSTR0M SE 



2004,49,000 miles, £3,750. Nightfire, 
air-con, FSH, fully loaded including: 
leather seats, colour-coded high-top, 
pass, airbag, sports pack 2, bright pack, 
wood pack fitted, Kmaps upgrade, head 
gasket done, recent cambelt service, 
summer use only, always garaged, in 
fabulous condition and new MoT. Please 
call 07939 903730, Hampshire. 

7664 
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MGTF CONVERTIBLE 


PRE-1955 U PARTS FOR SALE 


TF XPOWER 


2004,43,000 miles, £1,500. Excellent 
condition, grey, 1.8 litre with 135bhp 
engine. Owned for six years. Regularly 
serviced, all major work undertaken by 
MG specialists. Car has lots of extras. 
Please call 07503 238859, Surrey. 

6830 


ZR/ZS/ZT 


MG TD 



1951, £26,995. Finished in ivory black 
interior, 5 speed gearbox, tonneau cover, 
side windows and lovely condition. 
Please call 01206 262123, Essex. 

7181 


MGTF 1250 



1954, 2000 miles, £32,000. 2000 miles 
since nut and bolt, body off restoration. 
Unmarked Monza blue with blue/ 
grey interior and navy blue hood, side 
screens and tonneau. You will not find 
a better TF. Please call 01959 522548, 
Sevenoaks. 

7788 


TA 


MG ZR 1.4 


KIT CARS 


NG TC 



1936, £27,500. Completely rebuilt over 
the last 2 years. Everything renewed/ 
restored and documented. Hot XPAG 
engine. Attractively finished in black 
with red leather upholstery. Full weather 
equipment. Ready to drive away. Please 
call 07801 387062, Norfolk. 

6996 


MAGNETTE 


ZA 


1974, £8,795. Finished in old English 
white with red trim interior. 2L Oselli 
engine with overdrive. All new or 
refurbished MGB components. Full 
weather gear. Built with no expense 
spared. Superb car, fantastic fun and 
in superb condition. Only used in dry 
weather. Please call 01953 717618 (T). 
5380 



1955, £12,000. Maroon colour, interior 
all re-trimmed, seats, door cards, new 
stay up floats in carburettors/ needle 
valves, new battery, timing chain and 
tensioner. Please call 07764 188791, 
Cambridgeshire. 

6876 


MG18GG ENGINE 


1970,18,000 miles, £850. Only 
removed to replace leaking sump seal, 
otherwise in excellent order. Other new 
seals fitted plus new water pump and 
Borg/Beck clutch. Head removed to 
show engine condition, etc. Head is very 
rare ex Bill Nicholson. Fully gas flowed 
with original uprated rocker assembly 
(1968 head), professionally converted to 
lead free only 50 miles ago. Very happy 
to discuss details. Will re-assemble if 
required once inspected. Please call 
07939 539954, Cheshire. 

5754 

MGB GEAR BOX 

£150 ONO. With overdrive complete, 
was ok when taken out. Please call 
07890 301860, Shropshire. 

7451 

MGB GT 

£350-£1,750. Fitted Oselli fast road 
engine. Tubular manifold Weber 
carburettor. Electronic ignition, £1,750 
and a rollover jig for rubber or chrome, 
£350. Please call 01354 657108. 

2432 

MGB GT FRONT AND REAR 
BUMPERS 


£POA. Please visit www.autotreasures. 
co.uk/product-category/other-cars/ 
other-car-parts/other-cars-mg-parts/or 
call 07703 029823. (T) 

7261 

MGB PARTS 

POA. Used parts. Two gearboxes, one 
is non overdrive. Lights and some 
trim. Various other items for sale. I may 
have what you're looking for. Clearing 
garage. Please call 07875 120244, 
Northumberland. 

1628 

MGB PARTS 

£5-£50. Bonnet £30. Boot Lid £30. C/B 
& R/B Steering Rack £20. Leather rim 
Steering wheel and Hub £50. Wind Stop 
£20. Gear Box (non O/D) £35. Original 
air Cleaners £15. HS4 Carb & manifold. 
Original cast exh manifold £5. Plus lots 
more parts that can be sold individual 
or as a job lot for £200. Please call 01302 
772140, S/Yorks. 

7473 



2002, 78,000 miles, £1,395 Ono. 

Trophy blue, 12 months MoT, new 
battery, good condition and full service 
history. Please call 07957 495563, 
Lancashire. 

2696 




2005,15,500 miles, £2,000. One 

female owner and MoT until July 2019. 
This car includes alloy wheels, a steel 
spare wheel, electric windows, two keys, 
factory alarm and immobiliser. Few age 
related marks otherwise in excellent 
condition. Reluctant sale due to owners 
ill health. Please call 0114 2481094. 

5065 





MGB/TR SPARES 

POA. Early B tonneau, and half tonneau 
with sticks perfect ,TR 4a original 
tonneau duck unused,Tr 3/4 set steel 
wheels. Please call 07477 414999. 

7898 

MGB TWO SEATS 

£100. Deck chair covering, in quite good 
condition. Please call 07879 242768, 
Essex. 

1993 

MGB VARIOUS PARTS 

1967, POA. Various spares for sale 
including black seats with red piping, 
positive earth tacho/wiper motor, wire 
wheel back axle plus hubs and a set of 
original steel. Please call 07929 920276, 
Northants. 

6807 

MGF PARTS 

£4-£20. Pedal box, £10. Bosch brake 
unit and pipework, £20. Bonnet 
cable, £4. Throttle cable, £4. Two door 
speakers, £4. Master cylinder, £20. Please 
call 01404 46570. 

2311 

MG MIDGET MK1 PAIR OF 
DOORS 

£60. Please call 01179 793350. 

1692 


MGZA CARBURETTOR AND 
MANIFOLD 

£50. Please call 01179 793350, Bristol. 
4921 


MGZA/ZB 1500CC ENGINES 



£150. Please call 01179 793350, Bristol. 
7407 


MKI MGB GT CHROME BUMPER 

£1,000. Complete car requires full 
restoration or spaces. Please call 01270 
216024, Cheshire. 

7454 

NEW AND USED SPARES FOR V8 

POA. Including V8 parts ranging from 
trim to manifolds. Please call 07875 
120244, Northumberland. 

7341 

TONNEAU COVERS 

POA. MGB full tonneau, early half 
tonneau with sticks, TR4 mohair full 
tonneau unused and original and all 
perfect. Please call 01564 703400, 
Warwickshire. 

7007 

VARIOUS PARTS 

£20-£70. Front seats, £50. Front doors, 
£60. Wings need repair. Windscreen, £25. 
Boot lid, £20. Bumpers, £25 each. Dist, 
£50.1300 steering column, £25. Front 
hubs and plates complete, £70. Pair 
of wheels, £20 each. Please call 01524 
843902, Lancs. 

4871 
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CANT FIND WHAT YOU'RE LOOKING FOR? VISIT OUR WEBSITE WHERE YOU CAN SEARCH OUR ONLINE 
DATABASE OF MILLIONS OF NUMBER PLATES WITH PRICES OR GIVE US A CALL, ALWAYS HAPPY TO HELP. 

motormarks.co.uk 


53 AA 
487 AAA 
592 AAE 
H15 AAJ 
AAN 2G 
EE15 AAN 
AAW333 
ABB 364M 
S333 ABC 
S777 ABC 
ABF 10 
B741 ABH 
AB18GAL 
A836 GAL 
804 ABK 
24 BLE 
AB07 TTS 
AB07TTT 
ABO 77T 
Ml00 ABS 
477 ABU 
G570 ABU 
ABW 308C 
8169 AC 
ACC 894A 
ACC 967A 
98 ACJ 
ACR 76V 
KAC70N 
LAC70N 
AAC 70N 
J17ACY 
14 DDO 
CH03 ADE 
ADL112X 
SA11 ADS 
ADY 456D 
ADY 110D 
AE15 HAH 
AE15 HAS 
AEW 994A 
AFD 748 
AFG 668S 
AFO 283S 
G458 AFW 
AFW710A 
302 AFW 
A505 AGE 
C3 AGL 
AGO 751 
AGU 35T 
AGW 146N 
AGW 59N 
129 AH 
10AHD 
AHK1N 
754 AHR 
FE11 AHS 
AJM 481A 
667 AJO 
AJZ 16 
66 AKT 
JOA 14N 
444 LAN 
HAL4N 
RAL 41N 

LI 9 ALB 
P28 ALE 
DN53 ALE 
ALE 22Y 
808 ALF 
AL18 ALL 
AL18 0YD 
ALK115S 
All LNN 
All COT 
DAL107T 
ALM 274B 
463 ALT 
R29 ALY 
LJ63 AMG 
PAM 11D 
465 AMJ 
AMJ 378F 
AMJ 40L 
AML 21 OH 
BU11 AMY 
XI4 MYX 
AP07 NDY 
AB11 ANG 
AN15 EED 
BU11 ANN 
ANN 112H 
ANN 797H 
ANN 783H 
ANP 264A 
4784 NT 
ANT177A 
ANV199A 
A417 WAR 
M80 ANY 
ELI 5 AOK 
AOR 21V 
6989 AP 
APA13Y 
APE 99T 
APP13S 
APP518J 
N20 APS 
Cl APX 
APY 236A 
APY 235A 
XAR7X 
ARA95A 
ARA814N 
ARA122A 
ARB 590A 
ARB 592A 
ARC 116R 
ARF 80Y 
AR15TOV 
AR15 0NS 
ARV 523 
ASO 479 
8888 AS 
A5 FAD 
HI5 HBY 
973 ASM 
YGY 545S 
K18ASW 
741 ATD 
ATF 257 
G170 ATL 
ATL193A 
ATV36Y 
AUD 151V 
FI 4 AUD 
AUD 145V 
AUD 135V 
AUJ 677A 
J617AUJ 
AVG 990D 
K155AVY 
788 AWA 
K600 AWA 
AWF 732 
AWG 400 
720 AWN 
P8AWP 
642 AWV 
51 AX 
AXI 409 
83 AXT 
AXZ7476 
B1 AAM 
YEL 848S 
G84 CON 


MG 15 BAD 
BAG 909S 
BAG 935S 
9 BAG 
BAG 913S 
6 BAG 
BAH 192W 
BAH 77T 
841 NES 
P84 KER 
K8ANK 
B4 NEY 
BAR 121K 
BAR 121N 
BAR 77N 
BAR 123T 
BAR 120N 
BAR 71N 
B45 HYK 
B13SSU 
BAS 938 
BBA 53Y 
BBA 570N 
EBA 570N 
B4 SET 
BAS 11L 
8 ATY 
YBA 73S 

8 ATY 
LY61 BAV 
L22 BAX 
J84 YLY 
BAY 11Y 

BBC 929B 
200 BBD 
BBH 717P 
BBK69 
4444 BC 

74 BCE 
296 BCJ 
555 BCJ 
82 BCJ 
BDK 85 
49 BDL 
3333 BE 
BEA1T 
B6 ATY 
BEA 570N 

9 BEE 
AL18ELL 
Y831 ONY 
BU11 BEN 

BEN 598 
BEN7T 
VI0 BEN 
P28 ERT 
B3 REL 
F83 RRY 
BER 768V 
E78 ERY 
TBE57T 
EDB 35T 
FI49 ETH 
2 BET 
8 ETS 
BET 228 
100 BEV 
B3XMT 
RJ07 BEX 
BF 4210 
569 BFM 
3333 BG 
BG 6372 
BGF2H 
BGR 36 
BGW19T 
9301 BH 
BHA 77T 
BHO 74R 
BHW 529A 
B16GER 
BIG 59 
BIG 655 
BIG 8115 
B16TUM 
BIG 8411 
YEL 816S 
BIL 140 
BIG 8115 
BIL 985 
81 MBO 
A81 RKE 
ARB 150N 
B15 CHO 
B55 HOP 
T100 BJD 
913 BKE 
BKN2T 
A959 BKU 
BLA 66K 
KBL41N 
E81 AKE 
B115 ETT 
BLM 835 
BLO 77S 
544 BLO 
J10 BLO 
B7 UEY 
B13 BMF 
SE11 BMW 
CA11 BMW 
YGY 320S 
AVI 5 BMW 
T900 BMW 
YEL 820S 
VJ52 BMW 
Y840 ONY 
KR15 BMW 
BNE 15H 
830 BNG 
BNG23 
BNR8Y 
BU11 BOB 
BOB 650K 
BOB 805S 
562 BOB 
BA11 BOB 
B013 BYO 
A10 BOC 
UCA 580D 
BOD 56Y 
BOL 77S 
BOL 701N 
751 BOL 
BOL 701V 
BOL7T 
Y828 ONY 
Y848 ONY 
BON 533R 
13 0NS 
BOO 85T 
BOO 856X 
B60 OTH 
BOO 853X 
T7 00B 
D8 OOS 
YEL 803S 
S33 BOS 
ROT 80S 
FAB 805S 
SBO 55Y 
SHE 80S 
MFC 805S 
BOB 805S 
REE 805S 
PEE 805S 
CAB 805S 
VET 805S 
POW 805S 
ROT 80S 
SHT 805S 


B055 ERE 
1305 S 
BOU 108H 
BOU 107H 
D80 WES 
BOW 36N 
SE11 BOX 
LON 680X 
WWW 80X 
WAC 180X 
FUM 80Y 
EB10 YCE 
BOY IP 
180 YCE 
1 BP 
5018 BP 
3722 BP 
7334 BP 
3108 BP 
5061 BP 
8713 BP 
BPR 655A 
957 BPW 
674 BPW 
6 BR 
BRA 77T 
BRA7T 
BRA 99 
BRA 991T 
BRA 550K 
BRA 17T 
BRA 330B 
BRE 35Y 
BRE 223Y 
BRE 770T 
BRE 78Y 
BRE 70T 
BRE 771Y 
BRE 11T 
BBR 166S 
BR18 NEY 
EBR 199S 
FBR 199S 
BR18ANJ 
GBR 150N 
BR18AAN 
BR19 NEY 
BRK 99Y 
996 BRL 
11 BRS 
BRU 3L 
B168 RYN 
BRY417T 
CBR 750N 
N6 BRY 
5555 BS 
BSB 8W 
BT 848 
El BTB 
BTM 92L 
368 BTP 
321 BTT 
BTW756 
31 BTW 
S600 BUC 
BU65YOK 
CH52 BUG 
J638 UND 
A18 UNK 
J648 UND 
BUR 61S 
K13 URN 
SBU 12R 
TBU 12R 
B1 JST 
HBU 770N 
JBU 770N 
ABU 7T 
EBU 7T 
PBU 7S 
CBU 7T 
BBU7T 
BVG 670E 
BVP 190 
BVP 629 
63 BVT 
563 BWD 
S88 BWN 
BYE 51T 
800 BYE 
AB19 BYK 
5 BYL 
XG18 BYS 


HU11 CAB 
CAB 805S 
CAB 135H 
CAB 50N 
CAB 574R 
CAC 53Y 
CAD 50N 
CAE 11 OS 
CCA118W 
C411 LOW 
WCA 10W 
CCA116W 
BOA 10W 
C4LEL 
XCA 10W 
CAL 110W 
CA10 HAN 
LE51 CAM 
C4 NES 
CAR 6N 
CAR 185T 
BCA120L 
C412 ONS 
CAR 15N 
CAR 105K 
C4 REN 
CAR 70N 
DCA120L 
PCA123Y 
V8 0AR 
CAR 104T 
CAR 14A 
VA11 CAR 
B555 CAR 
AA17 CAR 
CAS 633A 
UCA 551D 
RCA 53Y 
CAS 11W 
C47 ONS 
C4TBY 
CAV 380Y 
CAZ 235 
952 CBK 
542 CBK 
353 CBK 
567 CBM 
CBW 32V 
DD11 CCC 
536 CCE 
401 CCE 
CL02 CCL 
7996 CD 
X358 CDA 
299 CDL 
CDM 804M 
CEA 30Y 
T14CEE 
E16CEW 
208 CFC 
C974 CFG 
CFM112W 
CG 4844 
Cl 18 PEL 
RCH 45M 
RCH 41M 
CHA 210T 
R29 CHC 


RCH 34M 
CHL100E 
CHN 430B 
CHO 74L 
C11 OKA 
CHR 930 
CHU 88Y 
CHZ 140 
CIL 7601 
OIL 6575 
Cl2 RON 
X5CJJ 
545 CJO 
H2 CJV 
CKE 188 
CKT 26 
2222 CL 
RCL41R 
TCL41R 
WCL 45S 
Cl 12 VES 
T18 CLP 
CLU 88S 
6666 CM 
577 CME 
A19 CMJ 
COA 77S 
COA 57S 
V8COB 
YEL 427S 
G6 COD 
COE 693 
303 COJ 
COL 173R 
L200 COM 
FI 3 COM 
CON4V 
CON 311V 
COO 165T 
COO 180X 
333 COP 
COR 541R 
COR 64N 
COS 777A 
COV 31 IS 
976 COX 
COX 576V 
COX 31V 
COX 792C 
CPA107T 
CPE 76 
CRA 16L 
CRA138L 
CRE3T 
CRE4T 
CRE 45T 
CRE 59Y 
CR15 PCO 
CR17TAL 
CR15 POS 
CR19TAL 
J973 CRM 
C939 CRU 
CSJ 215 
CST91A 
CST 89A 
CSW 44 D 
CTC 569M 
CTC 558M 
M5 CTH 
CTP 180W 
CUP5S 
CUR715E 
CUT 53T 
CUT 963K 
Cl 66 VES 
CVG 757F 
17CVJ 
CVN 741Y 
50 CX 
CXZ 4808 
CY 5241 
CYB 46 
CYN 119C 
CYN 700 


222 DA 
5833 DA 
7 DAD 
EC14 DAD 
M99 DAF 
DAH 21T 
DAI 8 SYS 
DAI 5 YYZ 
DAI 5 YOK 
DA18SYY 
DAI 9 SYS 
DAL3A 
A99 DAL 
DAM 8 
DA54 NNY 
E897 DAN 
OAN 16L 
E859 DAN 
E290 DAN 
DC53 DAN 
FI 5 DAN 
D24 NDN 
D1 ART 
DAR 7S 
DAR 12T 
D421 ENE 
D4SSU 
OAS 70R 
DAI 9 VYY 
DAV135N 
DAV15L 
DAV135D 
DAV15F 
DAV 135V 
DAV3N 
DAI 9 AVE 
G16DAW 
G20 DAW 
G17DAW 
DAW 17T 
DAW 54T 
R100 DAW 
P70 DAW 
720 AWN 
P80 DAW 
G19DAW 
529 DAY 
DAY 103 
DBC 766T 
M8 DBJ 
DBJ 49 
477 DBM 
DBR 23S 
J317 DCD 
J265 DCD 
Dll DCK 
DCK 241B 
DCK 92B 
DCM 94Y 
7479 DD 
8553 DD 
2522 DD 
DDE 98P 
BE11 DEB 
BU11 DEB 
BA11 DEB 
DEB 501V 
DEB 19S 
DEB 24A 
DEI 8 BYX 
DEE 41L 
DEE 3L 
DEE 585L 
DE10 NGY 
DEL 661T 


DEL 128Y 
M9 DEL 
DEM 953Y 
X7 DEN 
F7 DEN 
G6 DEP 
DES IN 
DEV3Y 
EN15 DEV 
9074 DF 
2986 DF 
8422 DF 
6044 DF 
46 DFC 
798 DFU 
2733 DG 
S200 DGT 
DGW 428B 
DHJ 886B 
DHK 499 
CA11 DHL 
S500 DHP 
D34 BLO 
DIL 8858 
DIL 4802 
DIL 6646 
Dll NOF 
K88 DJG 
DJI 7757 
D16 DJN 
951 DJU 
4859 DK 
947 DK 
P5 DKG 
639 DKH 
PI DKH 
3333 DL 
X61 DLE 
DLP 9 
DLP 8 
DM 6144 
95 DM 
DMA 873 
F20 DMB 
G3 DMJ 
6462 DN 
DN 3754 
DNG 34 
WE11 DOC 
BE11 DOC 
BU11 DOC 
BA11 DOC 
HA11 DOC 
DOD 580Y 
DOL 50N 
443 DOL 
DOL 781 
DOM 41V 
DOM 513K 
DON 42V 
DON 63V 
DON 875V 
DON 39V 
DON 54V 
B211 DON 
454 DOR 
DOR 668 
DOR 15Y 
DOU 6K 
DOV 688 
DOW 17S 
5469 DP 
DRE 64N 
DRE 5S 
DRR517B 
DRS 262K 
S90 DRU 
K11 DRU 
DRV 11K 
DS 9305 
DSD 44 
DSJ 852 
K1 DSM 
S30 DSR 
DSU 378 
8908 DT 
DT 9695 
872 DTP 
671 DTT 
1 DUB 
P598 DUD 
P249 DUD 
DUG 528C 
DUG 55S 
W50DUG 
DUJ 244T 
DUR 120Y 
DUT 81C 
A896 DUX 
45 DVB 
DVG 620G 
H3 DXR 
DXS 19 
60 DYB 
DYL 101V 
DYW 15 


XEA 7X 
F6 EAN 
F8EAN 
M29 EAN 
M26 EAN 
EAS 153X 
JEA 501V 
EA54 ANC 
SEA 701V 
J5 EAT 
GEA 70N 
El 7 VES 
EAZ 7 
R4 EBB 

8 EBC 
6 EBH 

153 EBK 
Y836 ONY 

9 ECD 
667 ECD 
148 ECD 

EC11 OES 
ECU 805S 
B16 EDD 
EDD17T 
EDD 11T 
EDD 171T 
J3 EDD 
EDD 13Y 
AB19 EDD 
EDE 86R 
E6 ENS 
EDE 87R 
T8 EDO 
EDS 15 
EE 9471 
67 EE 
H294 EFB 
EFC 308A 
EFC416 
Y9 EFC 
405 EFH 
4 EFJ 
EFX 365C 
L5 EGM 
509 EHA 
EHD17 
EHL50 
EHN 328H 
63 EK 
EKA 750 
EKR4J 
EL 67 
6284 EL 
YEL 476S 


LEL150N 
EL10TTP 
ELL155X 
ELL 152J 
ELL187T 
ELL4Y 
E7 LEB 
AO02 ELL 
ELS 16W 
SEL 50N 
ELU IS 
ELW 15Y 
ELY 823C 
ELY 107T 
R2 ELY 
EMA 628F 
EMA 53X 
EMA 635S 
EMA 67X 
EMA317X 
EMA 65K 
EMD 57B 
EM18LYJ 
EM19 LYY 
EM19LYJ 
EMI8 LYY 
EMI9 MAA 
EMV 455T 
EMV 469T 
71 EN 
ENG 147D 
N28 ENN 
ENN 73 
ENR38 
90 ENR 
146 ENR 
EOO 10 
EPD 59V 
EP15TLE 
ERE3N 
ERG 73 
Y905 ERH 
CA11 ERS 
ESE 536 
A8ESM 
EST116D 
El 2 STA 
E551 TON 
8361 ET 
1306 ET 
18 ET 
1931 ET 
ETA 18 
ETA7E 
BT57 ETA 
A16 ETA 
ETH 310V 
F112 ETH 
ETH 920V 
S861 ETT 
14 EU 
EUI 20 
8619 EV 
EVE 383 
EVG 707H 
EVN 235L 
EVN215 
EV0 7V 
EVO124A 
V61 EVO 
EVR 111M 
560 EVT 
32 EWD 
82 EWS 
7 EYL 
DOII EYS 


455 F 
828 F 
FI 50 ETH 
FAB 118S 
FAB 59S 
F486 HWJ 
F46 ANS 
FAJ 53L 
FA15 SUL 
FA11 RNS 
5 FAJ 
FAJ 56L 
FAJ 51L 
S499 FAJ 
FAK 13Y 
FAO 191N 
FAR 7Y 
TFA12R 
FAS 77T 
FAT138Y 
FAT 80Y 
FAT 33 N 
F477 TAH 
CA11 FAX 
FAX 11V 
R33 FBD 
FBD 33 
FBR 83 
FBZ27 
533 FCG 
FCR 888 
88 FCX 
62 FCY 
9229 FD 
81 FD 
1 FDG 
FDV 543T 
FE 8195 
TFE 4R 
F36 ANS 
HFE IN 
FLE 517Y 
RCA 550B 
FET 332 
FEY 309D 
FEZ 3333 
FFB811 
Cl 7 FFC 
FHH 301K 
56 FJ 
54 FJ 
97 FL 
FLA91T 
FLA 66S 
91 FLA 
645 FLD 
FLE 33T 
86 FLF 
FL03 RRY 
179 FLY 
254 FLY 
3588 FM 
8179 FM 
FMA 543F 
441 FMC 
FMW115J 
2641 FN 
7553 FN 
DU11 FOG 
FON 6L 
FOO 71Y 
AFO 12D 
FOR 883S 
FOS 733R 
572 FOT 
FOW 153X 
K22 FOX 
3 FOY 
H6 FPD 
L35 FPH 
7 FPP 
FR19GHT 
FRO 664T 
FRO 64T 


FRO 57T 
FRO 661T 
FRIO NOR 
BE11 FRY 
FRY 5S 
FRY 5V 
NE17 FRY 
WH05 FTP 
FUG3Y 
SFU 11 ON 
FUR 70N 
FUR 12Y 
FUR9Y 
477 FUR 
21 FV 
13 FV 
F572 FVF 
FVG 798J 
A130 FVO 
FYJ 777 

5555 GA 
174 GAB 
GA18 BYX 
LSG41N 
T264JAL 
GAL 73N 
64 LS 
GAM 81 IN 
GAM 3S 
A732 GAP 
GAR 1H 
GAR 189L 
GAR 501N 
G4 ROT 
GAR 140Y 
GAR IX 
GAR 16N 
GAR ID 
TPG 4S 
T6ASK 
GA15SSS 
GAT3N 
G4 VEN 
GAV117S 
CA11 GAY 
GAZ 4644 
GBA69 
GBM 992E 
GBR 499 
X11 GBS 
K9GCE 
GCN 254 
693 GCR 
GCS141 

7 GDB 
GDE 444W 

LI 2 GDN 
1111 GE 
GEF 340V 
GEF 80N 
GEJ 20 
AB07 GEM 
GEN 77S 
6 ENS 
GE53 RGA 
AG51 GEO 
63 RRY 
GER 1A 
166 ERY 
68 GFR 
GFX 488D 
1001 GG 
GGL 273 
61 ANT 
XG18 BOS 
G19 ERT 
GIL 15 
EG 11 LES 
HG11 LES 
PG11 LES 
AG15 ELE 
GJI 4728 
GJI 94 
GJK 608 
J10GJP 
S60 GJS 
GJY 401 
GKC50 
GL 5918 
2222 GL 
GLA231T 
GLE 350N 
G9 GLY 
M7 GMB 
GNH79B 
GNJ 63 
GNR74 
GNT 243M 
380 GNW 
GOB 58N 
GOB 5W 
GOB 81L 
OOO 560D 
T260 JAL 
GOL 50N 
NGO ID 
GOL 81N 
90 LF 
GOO IE 
GT02 DON 
GOR 3Y 
GOR 84N 
GOV 88W 
GOW9N 
GOW 37S 
999 GP 
28 GP 
999 GPA 

8 GPR 
8 GR 

GRA 290V 
GRA 78N 
GRA 790V 
GRA 758N 
GRA 713V 
GRA 70N 
624 CE 
GRA 990N 
GRD 23 
GRE 950N 
GRE IN 
GRE 609N 
GRE 169N 
83 GRE 
ERE 3N 
GGR33N 
GRE 61 ON 
GRE 16K 
GRE 694K 
HGR 33N 
GRE 50N 
G11 GRO 
6 RUB 
LI 00 GRY 
M999 GSF 
GSG 86 
GSH 3Y 
GSK 337 
GSK 741 
GSK 535 
GSL 734 
GSU 933 
GSV 201 
76GTG 
A14 GTO 
B16GTP 
30 GU 
GUI 1 
GUN 58N 
FG11 PSY 
GUR 111T 


BE11 GUY 
BU11 GUY 
BAH GUY 
HAH GUY 
456 GUY 
GVG 755K 
50 GX 
T8 GYM 

«> 

8473 HA 
3207 HA 
HAB 86N 
HAB 18N 
HAB 40J 
HAB 18J 
HAB 40S 
HAB 84S 
HAG 3E 
HAH 11V 
HAH 562T 
HA17 DER 
478 HAJ 
HAL 77S 
HAL4N 
HAL 550N 
HAL 58N 
KL15 HAL 
HAN 56 N 
HAN 120W 
H417 SEN 
J114 NDS 
HAP3N 
APY 64A 
HAR 81Y 
VHA121S 
HAR 19Y 
HAR7T 
HRT 50N 
WHA121S 
HAR 153N 
HA12 LUX 
HA15 NYN 
H444 SAN 
HA05 SAN 
KKH 778N 
GHA 770N 
H4TAC 
HAT 58N 
KKH 776N 
HAV 80Y 
HAW 53Y 
HAW 50 N 
851 HBC 
HBF 406 
HBG 7 
240 HBP 
HC 7831 
HC 5726 
HCK 144E 
HOT 58 
HDS 259G 
HDS 733H 
HE 4948 
MHE4P 
KHE4P 
HEA74H 
HEC5 
HED 63N 
HEG 50N 
HEG 533 
HEL 41V 
HEL317S 
HEL 317V 
HEL 31V 
HEM 58Y 
HEN 70N 
HEN 570N 



JSA 228G 
N666 JSD 
JSK 204 
K10 JSM 
A137 JSO 
JSR 640 
JSV315 
X54 JSX 
552 JTA 
326 JTB 
469 JTO 
JUD 68S 
JUF 648 
JUG 35H 
JUK5W 
JUL113N 
JUL 104N 
JUL 106N 
JUL16N 
5 JUN 
JUV176K 
JUX 351D 
JVG 650M 
2604 JW 
JW 896 
JWO 96N 
JY 632 
JY 9184 
JYC25 
JYP 998 

1040 K 
KAJ 58N 
KAJ 53N 
KAJ 69N 
KAL 550N 
KAR317P 
KAR 12Y 
KAR 317V 
KAR 1H 
B17 KAR 
KAS 160 
KAS 839 
KAS 136 
KAS 802 
KAS 842 
KA15 ARZ 
KAT 35V 
K14TEC 
KAW63N 
R697 KAW 
BU11 KAY 
HA11 KAY 
KAY 83V 
KAY 537V 
N3 KBC 
KBD 76 
KBL39N 
817 KBM 
87 KBP 
73 KBP 
KBS 5 
B16 KCH 
KCH 38N 
KCL197 
KDG 89 
KDG 977 
K18 KDJ 
B19 KEA 
KEA 524 
K22 KEF 
KE15 HAS 
KEL10G 
A445 KEL 
BU11 KEN 
BE11 KEN 
KE19 NNS 


SPRING BARGAINS 

ALL NUMBERS ARE PLUS 20% VAT 
+ £80 TRANSFER FEE 

Can be transferred immediately subject to terms 
or supplied on a retention certificate 


B431 KGY 
DUJ 245T 

ALL £50 

\ 

JVG 867M 
T132 MAU 

F839 KRM 

G170 ATL 

v F486 HWJ 

FDV 543T 

H425 VKU 

Y366 RVU j 


/ 

GVG 618K 

ALL £75 

\ 


H825 LJO 

J265 DCD JVG 869M 

N914 LAG 

\ 

J617 AUJ 

J973 CRM LVG 664B 

X358 CDA j 

/ 

APY 236A 

ALL £150 

\ 

OMY 452P 


LKK 233B 

CTC 569M HNB155D 

PAO 234P 

\ 

CHN 437B 

FMW114J MFX514W 

TSO370R ) 


A137JSO 
A988 WET 
ANV 201A 
BHW 517A 
BPR 681A 


ALL £195 


P598 DUD 
PJT 574J 
PKH 130P 


EFX 396C KNV 79N 
HDS 259G LCL 529A 
HVG 840L MNH110K T246 JAL 
KBL 29N NEJ 65R TGW 105L 


HEN 71N 
HE19 RYS 
CA11 HER 
HES 46 
HES 70N 
HEW177W 
HEW 377S 
UEY 720L 
HEX 3N 
98 HFK 
HFZ 600 
333 HG 
3 HGD 
38 HGG 
HGU 869J 
ADH 188S 
AAH 188S 
S111 CKS 
200 HKJ 
HL 8674 
HLK107T 
2222 HM 
P40 HMS 
HN 5141 
HNB 106D 
A14 HND 
HNM 5 
999 HNV 
HO 1234 
SA11 HOA 
JHO 850N 
HOB 85H 
HOB 50W 
HOB 85L 
HOB 135N 
HOB 850N 
K16 HOB 
HOD 635N 
W33 HOG 


HUM 33R 
HUN 71N 
HUN 7N 
HUP IN 
HUR 57V 
HUR 7Y 
HUR 57T 
144 HUR 
HUT 76N 
CHU 770N 
HUT 10V 
HUT 71N 
HUT 701N 
WHU 770N 
605 HUW 
HVG 840L 
HVG 873L 
HVK 653C 
HVK 703C 

535 XHW 
F492 HWJ 
HWW 74T 
HYD 31R 
HYE 28 
9 HYE 


JA 3638 
TJA883R 
TJA884R 
TJA881R 
JAB 81N 
A864 JAC 
JAC 946V 
JAC 680V 


NJA 50N 
JAS 796 
J45 ONB 
JAS 278 
JAS 500N 
JAT 140T 
JAT117T 
CHI 5 JAT 
JAV 51W 
LOJ4X 
JAY 833N 
A364 JAY 
JAY 51N 
A199 JAY 
HAH JAY 
S26 JAY 
JAZ59 
JBB 906 
S10 JBB 
JBM 990F 
860 JBM 
S6 JBM 
F5 JBW 
JBW 664Y 
JBX 472N 
JCC 152N 
JCM 590 
JCR 999P 
K14 JCR 
JDK 228N 
JDM 886 
Y6 JDT 
JDY 200 
WA14 JED 
J33 EPS 
T27 JEF 
JEL 50N 
JEL 55S 
JEM 41 


JP08 JMP 
JMR 702 
JMS 7V 
JMS8V 
JMW 693 
JN 3773 
4407 JN 
K12 JNS 
JOA14N 
H825 LJO 
57 JO 
R2 JAO 
JOA17P 
J064 NNE 
JDB 50N 
ADI7 JOB 
C233 JOE 
JOE 50E 
198 JOE 
C796 JOE 
92 JOF 
JOG3R 
JOI 8 
JOK 765N 
JOH 17P 
JON 49E 
C994 JON 
JON 53N 
JON IK 
M7 JON 
JK52 JON 
JOS 11L 
JOY 376N 
JPA261V 
E35 JPD 
841 JPX 
JR 8891 
Y3 JRE 
532 JRR 


BAH KEN 
K3 NOC 
KEN 14P 
KEN 5S 
KEN 33P 
HE15 KEN 
AN64 KEN 
402 KEW 
8171 KF 
2642 KF 
KFC47 
KFM 73 
KFV 406S 
KFX 580F 
111 KGE 
58 KGG 
KGL26 
KGL83 
B431 KGY 
KGY 466V 
K1 DUM 
AK15SED 
XK15SSX 
KK15SER 
KJ 1673 
1111 KJ 
KJG 898P 
M20 KJS 
C911 KJS 
KKH 798N 
D4KKK 
KKR57 
KLJ 357N 
CA11 KLM 
B11 KLW 
342 KM 
282 KM 

251 KM 

252 KMA 


KMB 775 
KNE 109N 
660 KNM 
KNV 79N 
8 KNW 
491 KOD 
KOR 12Y 
KOT6Y 
889 KOV 
9850 KP 
KPR 41 
KPW 237N 
93 KRD 
KRG 99 
F950 KRM 
F839 KRM 
L200 KRS 
KRW 724 
7777 KS 
KSA178F 
KSC 226D 
KSL137 
KSP 3 
K600 KTE 
700 KTF 
X495 KTG 
T12 KTH 
C540 KTH 
90 KTW 
67 KU 
KUN 189 
KV 4505 
KWA83 
KWC 688 
P911 KWG 
KYA 51N 
84 KYD 
K77 KYD 
KYL13M 
KYL13S 
KYL 38 K 
KYM 774X 


LAB 37T 
N914 LAG 
N910 LAG 
LAL14W 
LAM 85P 
LAM 88 B 
S52 LAN 
J4 LAO 
3 LAT 
LAW 59W 
BUY 14W 
OKI 5 LAY 
LAZ 8 
LBF 57 
31 LBF 
LCC 663P 
LCL 529A 
LDD 87 
LEA812E 
BU11 LEE 
LEE 5N 
LEE 366 
AA10 LEE 
LEG 6P 
LEG 37T 
LEG 785W 
YEL 499S 
BE11 LEN 
BAH LEN 
LEN 941H 
LEN 297P 
LEN 181P 
LEN IK 
BE11 LEO 
BU11 LEO 
BAH LEO 
LE05 EXY 
LEP84 
BU11 LES 
LES 13R 
YEL 377S 
LEV 177V 
LEV 177Y 
LEV 177J 
LEW 13J 
LEW 847H 
LEW 307P 
LEW 18S 
8 LEX 
MR52 LEY 
LFM 427N 
A4 LGB 
568 LHA 
1 YMO 
LI 54 SAL 
HI 8 LJC 
S3 LJO 
LKK 233B 
LKO 555 
753 LKP 
7777 LM 
PH11 LMD 
LM0 51 
J303 LMW 
LNB 269 
LNH 979 
LOC 41X 
LOF4X 
CA11 LOG 
L015 LAX 
LOM 45S 
LON 680X 
LOO 138V 
708 LOP 
B10 PES 
CHO REN 
LOR3R 
LOU 153P 
LOU 159P 
B10 UTH 
LOU 158P 
V21 OUD 
El 3 LOU 
LOV3P 
59 LOV 
7 LOW 
12 LOW 
LOW 312Y 
LOX 500 
E3 LRD 
LRP 51M 
5 LRP 
LRS72 
LSA 425 
LSD 578 
LSD 823 
LSG 42 N 
LSG 267N 
P867 LSM 
LSP 93 
BU11 LTD 
HUH LTD 
CA11 LTD 
WA11 LTD 
YE11 LTD 
R805 LTV 
R791 LTV 
LUC 180X 
LUE5P 
LUE7V 
LUG 70P 
Y849 UKE 
P30 LUN 
LUR4L 
LVA11 
R611 LVE 
R349 LVE 
LVG 688B 
62 LW 


LXI96 
LXI 76 
LYA51N 
LYB 11E 
LYC3E 
LYL 3N 
BAH LYN 
LYN 3R 
BU11 LYN 
BE11 LYN 
LYN 814X 
LYN 78P 
E282 LYN 
LYN 87X 
LYN 223Y 
LYN 2R 

M 63 

MAB 813Y 
MAB 837T 
790 MAB 
MAI 3 OOF 
Ml9 BSY 
MAC 346V 
MAC 15S 
MAC 16P 
M24 CKS 
832 MAE 
938 MAE 
NMA 660T 
NMA 963T 
MAH 33D 
MAH 41P 
MAH 41E 
C701 MAK 
S555 MAK 
C737 MAK 
MAL 261W 
MAL 119W 
MAL 357P 
MAL 338W 
C54 MAL 
MAP 55S 
MAR 647E 
MAR 771V 
MAR 63L 
MRR 19W 
M425 HAL 
MRR 10W 
MAR 63P 
MAR 437V 
MRV1N 
MAR 100N 
MAS 537 
MAS6Y 
LFM 454N 
MA54 LAH 
MAT 235S 
T132 MAU 
MAW 60N 
BU11 MAX 
BAH MAX 
BE11 MAX 
MAY 598P 
MAY 769F 
MBH 31H 
X2 MBL 
MBN 13R 
MBZ 3744 
9818 MC 
MCC 255 
MCE 815 
12 MCJ 
MCI 7 LRN 
MCV4N 
MCW 95G 
MCY 94E 
MDG 351V 
MDM 687G 
3511 ME 
LFM 31 ON 
NME 110R 
MEL 154P 
MEL 145P 
MEL 15F 
Y31 MEL 
A873 MEL 
MEN 100M 
FE11 MEN 
TOI1 MEN 
M23 RCS 
MES 53Y 
HI 5 MES 
MES 878 
MFA54 
MFC 805S 
MFF 949 
MFO 283 
MFX514W 
S55 MGC 
R3 MGD 
MGL 976 
CW14 MGW 
222 MHY 
MHZ 8055 
Ml LLO 
MIL 38 
MM15SYE 
J493 MJL 
61 MKL 
MKM 72 
AR08 MLR 
6728 MM 
740 MM 
598 MM 
5312 MM 
1192 MM 
658 MMG 
F11 MMM 
Ell MMM 
K8 MMM 
S400 MMO 
167 MMT 
T55 MNG 
MNG 72L 
MNH 78K 
MNH 155K 
MNN 53D 
MOA 72X 
MOC 7P 
22 MOD 
MOE 856P 
MOE 333X 
MOE 96P 
985 MOE 
MOE 566X 
MOG 735X 
MOG9X 
MOG 884X 
MOL 73N 
RMO 113R 
MOR 73R 
MOR 155R 
MOR 318Y 
M24 GAN 
M21 GAN 
M28GAN 
MOS 51S 
MOS 55S 
MOS 5L 
MOT3L 
MOV 13X 
MOW 13R 
MOW 9R 
MOW 3R 
MOW 1 
MOY 124P 
6 MPR 
N925 MPV 
N855 MPV 
22 MPY 


PI 2 MPY 
5555 MR 
MRC51P 
MRR 45W 
WA11 MRS 
MSA 27 
B9 MSR 
MSV 878 
MTT 606 
MTU 41C 
MTW 555C 
S11 MTX 
S30 MUD 
MUH 554N 
MU15SYN 
MUS 114H 
MVG 518C 
MW 8743 
MWC6P 
PI MWD 
MWJ 292 
MWL 45 
SA55 MXR 
777 MYC 
7 MYC 
A5MYH 
B524 MYJ 
L555 MYL 
MYR 46X 
MYR4P 

G 

NAD 99 M 
921 NAE 
R300 NAG 
NAJ 18W 
NAJ18P 
CJ07 NAL 
Y309 NAL 
NAN 70N 
N934 NAP 
NAS 671 
NAS 628 
N45 EER 
NAS 42 H 
NAS 54R 
NAS 70R 
NAS 13R 
NA15 ARX 
BE11 NAT 
BAH NAT 
BU11 NAT 
N4THS 
NATHS 
HA11 NAT 
NAV 300F 
NAV 330S 
N17VCD 
D18 NAW 
N42 EEM 
1807 NB 
6506 NB 
NBD 52 
NBN 50 
96 NCG 
NCP 267 
NCZ 8732 
6553 ND 
842 ND 
NDD 958 
4571 NE 
NED 87P 
NEE 42 
EHN 335H 
NE11 LOK 
NE11 LKO 
NEJ 65R 
NEL 870 
7 NEV 
NEW 55S 
NEW 31P 
NEW 574R 
5169 NF 
NFC 315S 
NFC 309S 
NFC 31 IS 
Y32 NFC 
Nil NHL 
NIB 3333 
NIL 1464 
N25 SAN 
NIW 72 
NIW19 
NJ 4544 
NJ 364 
J90 NJP 
NJT 469H 
NJT 477H 
NJW 254P 
T15 NJW 
2340 NK 
7264 NK 
204 NKE 
840 NKR 
S7 NLA 
J20 NLB 
1 NLG 
LI 8 NLH 
NLU 847 
34 NM 
NMA 964T 
NMG 98 
C854 NMW 
805 NNN 
95 NNO 
NNW 5 
NNZ 6237 
NOA8H 
N018BYS 
NOB 13X 
279 NOB 
NOB 80X 
NOB 56X 
N013BYC 
NOH 712 
NOM 88 
JNO 74Y 
NOW 938 
NPA910 
570 NPE 
NRG 71 
GR11 NRR 
NSX 346A 
2222 NS 
NS 4570 
NSX 390A 
NS 5603 
NSJ 871 
NSN 7 
NSX 368A 
K16NTA 
NTG 269P 
D8 NTS 
79 NTW 
NTW10P 
NUS 7Y 
NUT IE 
NUX210W 
NV 9830 
XI08 NVW 
5354 NW 
L4 NWA 
T695 NWL 
NWT 5 
20 NX 
E6 NYC 
NYK5Y 
3748 NZ 
M20 AKS 


B1 OAP 
H14 0AT 
OBU 31 IP 
OBU 320P 
693 OCV 
OD 620 
ODE 139F 
F914 0FG 
OGV91M 
S2 OGX 
OHM 59Y 
OJ 272 
X7 0JP 
OK 9362 
J666 OLL 
OLY 268P 
OMY 454P 
ONE 7L 
ONE 11H 
ONE 41L 
ONO 73V 
A181 ONR 
13 ONS 
Y814 0NY 
OO 2698 
P50 OOC 
OPC 188 
VI4 ORR 
VA11 ORY 
OT15SSS 
A14 OTO 
BA11 OTS 
WE11 OUT 
W7 0WL 
OXI 94 

P28 OYD 
PAD 63T 
PAD 260W 
PAD 742 
T253 PAD 
PAD IP 
PAG 33E 
PAL 70R 
PAL 54W 
BA11 PAM 
HAH PAM 
BE11 PAM 
BU11 PAM 
PAM 2E 
PAM 11D 
PAM 153R 
E7 PAM 
D872 PAM 
PAM 50R 
PAM 484M 
P8 MLR 
E5 PAM 
PAM 222R 
PAM 14R 
P999 PAM 
PAN 7S 
PAO 108P 
PAR 37H 
PAR 53L 
PAS5S 
PAS 533S 
BA11 PAT 
BU11 PAT 
D735 PAT 
PAT 34M 
A460 PAT 
SI 21 PAT 
E3 PAT 
A972 PAT 
E5 PAT 
PAT 18M 
PAT 31S 
PAT 11J 
PAT 333W 
HAH PAT 
PAU 144R 
M70 PAU 
PAV 62J 
PAZ 1 
PAZ 4 
PAZ 6 
PBE 39 
PBJ 49 
PBN 822 
PCD 667 
PCS 81R 
L5 PDF 
Y791 PDM 
PEA 73R 
PEE 805S 
PEG 555 
PEG 5R 
PEG 199 
PEN 677S 
PEN 155S 
PEP 3R 
PEP 53Y 
PER177N 
PERI 21N 
P357 UNH 
RPE 73R 
PET 73R 
RPE 76R 
PET 80Y 
P888 PET 
2620 PF 
X932 PFE 
V4 PFK 
19 PFM 
PFN 25S 
PG 8016 
5695 PG 
S6 PGJ 
8 PGJ 
PGU 938K 
PH 5367 
1531 PH 
PHA 998 
748 PHA 
RS04 PHD 
PHH 57P 
Pill LUK 
Pill LOK 
PHH LDO 
Pill LHY 
PHJ 863K 
J056PHN 
PHO 563 
S053 PHS 
PHW 29R 
59 PHW 
PIA 9746 
PIJ 3252 
PIL 15 
PIL 4 
PIL 111 
PP15SST 
7461 PJ 
3588 PJ 
7612 PJ 
655 PJH 
S77 PJW 
6248 PK 
9217 PK 
J999 PKB 
PKH 130P 
693 PKJ 
3546 PL 
APL 47T 
BPL 47T 
PLA3R 
PLA 73R 
PLE 888 


PMB 890L 
P66 PMP 
PT51 PMT 
PN 7018 
1111 PN 
PNC 137 
A112 PND 
A150 PND 
A115 PND 
PNS 6 
LPO 111Y 
POM3Y 
POM 333Y 
PON 66Y 
Y829 ONY 
PON 245Y 
POP 574R 
TJA 928R 
911 RXE 
TJA 968R 
A911 DUX 
C911 CRU 
P50 SSH 
POT IN 
POT312S 
JU11 POT 
POW 805S 
POW 31 IF 
4288 PP 
2688 PP 
482 PPE 
807 PPO 
P64 PPO 
PRE 553R 
PR15 MMS 
N2 PRK 
PRO 553R 
PRU 783 
PSN 690H 
166 PTA 
PTH 37S 
PTH 51S 
PTK 90 
N726 PTL 
7 PTS 
PTS 9 
843 PTT 
PTU 973B 
T44 PTW 
PUE 236 
PUI 52 
PUL 14N 
GPU 113N 
PUL 58Y 
A6 PUM 
PUT 73R 
PUT 71N 
PUT 3R 
PUT 8R 
WE11 PUT 
N524 PVL 
6795 PW 
14 PW 
PWU 107P 
PWA 58K 
52 PWC 
PWN 900R 
PWN6Y 
PWU 160P 
49 PYD 
PYE 653 


3091 R 
6524 R 
9498 R 
RA13 BYS 
CA11 RAC 
RAE 785G 
752 RAE 
897 RAE 
RAE 636 
D15 RAF 
JRA 63N 
RAG 55S 
RA14HYM 
AA66 RAH 
RA15 ABS 
RAJ417M 
RAJ 599X 
RAM 340H 
RAN 737E 
RAN 386L 
WE11 RAN 
RAP 574R 
N936 RAP 
LI 3 RAR 
RAS 791 
RAS 74S 
RAS 916 
RAS 914 
RAT113R 
RAV 769X 
RAV 276X 
RAV 934R 
BU11 RAY 
BA11 RAY 
RAY213R 
RAY 30 
RAY84R 
RAY162M 
RAY93R 
RAY 729N 
R147 NER 
RAZ59 
RAZ21 
86 RB 
RBM 6W 
S2 RBS 
RC 5807 
4444 RC 
3 RCA 
RCA316Y 
RCA 507B 
X666 RCC 
RCH 84M 
T26 RCH 
RCS 18 
RD 8371 
RD 3197 
RDB 3R 
S6 RDT 
751 RDV 
Y2 RDW 
916 REA 
REC 703R 
RED 64R 
RED 458S 
REE 805S 
E9 REE 
R333 BOK 
Cl 81 REF 
REG 51R 
REG417X 
REG 417M 
REG 428G 
REG 417R 
REN 413S 
REV 555S 
BE11 REX 
BU11 REX 
BAH REX 
HA11 REX 
REY 357S 
REY4T 
333 RFM 
RFM 828L 
RG 6659 
RG 8305 
RG 3805 
RGS 3W 
RH 30 
W3 RHC 


RIA 9509 
R188 NGN 
R391 CCY 
RJG176G 
6475 RK 
9401 RK 
267 RKJ 
R33 RLT 
RMA 498 
L333 RMB 
207 RML 
RMO 415 
RMO 112R 
Y2 RMP 
RMR 324 

53 RNO 
RNP9L 

G13 RNS 
R10 ADS 
R018 YNS 
R321 OBO 
ROB813Y 
ROB 83Y 
PI 8 ROB 
BE11 ROD 
BU11 ROD 
HUH ROD 
R666 ROD 
ROD 53N 
ROF 3R 
ROG 33R 
ROG 63R 
1206 ER 
RDG 6R 
R86 ERS 
ROH 17B 
R9 LER 
R6 LER 
ROH ELS 
ROM 93Y 
BE11 RON 
R017LDO 
ROH LDA 
J7 RON 
RON 586R 
RON 581R 
RON 843M 
Y812 ONY 
E351 RON 
ROO 793 
ROO 173Y 
C911 WOY 
TED 120S 
ROW 417S 
ROW 113Y 
ROX 13A 
BAH ROY 
BE11 ROY 
BU11 ROY 
HAH ROY 
ROY417Y 
F843 ROY 
RPE 8 
RPF 9 
RPR 97 
RRL53S 
RO05 RSC 
B4 RSH 
C5 RSP 
K3 RSW 
RSY 4L 
RUB3R 
RUB 83R 
ARU 8Y 
ERU 8Y 
RUD4L 
RUG 504 
RUG 8R 
RUG 3R 
RUG 63R 
RUI 87 
RUI 3 
G8 RUK 
R123 RUN 
D571 RUP 
RUS 511L 
RUS 55E 
RU55 RON 
RU55UNO 
RU55 WON 
RU55UUL 
LRU 5H 
RUS 3L 
RUS 683M 
RUS 31W 
Y366 RVU 
227 RW 
8 RWG 
900 RXG 
66RYA 
RYK 895 
RYL 3S 
RYR 728 
RO11 SAB 

SA13 AAH 
SI 7 JNA 
T254JAL 
SA10PET 
SA14 DYA 
H541 MON 
SAL 985N 
SAL7T 
SAL 556X 
C54 LLY 
LSA 11Y 
SAL 73R 
WSA 11Y 
SAL 709X 
BA11 SAM 
CTC 654M 
SAM 859 

54 NLJ 
SAN 65S 
W54 NDS 
E54 NDS 
KNV 254N 
SAP 50N 
SAR 81R 
SAR 4M 
SAS 50N 
SAV 382M 

SAV 49 E 
SAV 361M 
M6SAX 
SAY3R 
SAY170R 
SAZ 1 
L5 SBC 
S339 SBD 
S950 SBD 
283 SBJ 
SBL 40M 
139 SC 
4396 SC 
SCA12R 
SCA 73P 
SCA 73R 
SCA119P 
SCA 71P 
SCA 74P 
SCC 104K 
SCI 9 NCE 
G8 SCN 
SCO 713L 
SCR 33N 
SCW 736L 
0003 SDG 
SEA 820K 
J5 EAT 
M29 EAN 


M26 EAN 
P555 SED 
S55 EEX 
S3 LVO 
SEL 50N 
M53 LBY 
SI 6 LBY 
SE18YSX 
SER 141S 
SET 805S 
SET IIS 
WE11 SET 
SEV 99W 
SOI 5 EXY 
11 SCX 
VEG 53X 
RUF 53X 
UNE 53X 
NET 53X 
COO 153X 
SEY 63L 
C411 SFE 
C458 SFE 
S18SFG 
391 SFM 
SGN 700 
S70 SGT 
SGU 985L 
SHA1G 
SHA 61N 
SHA 66R 
SHA 24R 
RSH 4W 
S811 ARA 
SHE 458Y 
SHE 24R 
SHE 12S 
SHE 12Y 
SHE 412S 
SHE 138Y 
SHE 80Y 
T33 SHE 
SHH 29 
SHT 805S 
L5 HRL 
SI HOE 
SHO 128 
G511 ORT 
SHO 12T 
SHO 127S 
SHP510W 
SHP9N 
SHR 13Y 
SHY 805S 
G051 ANH 
MSI 8 SON 
TS18 SON 
CS18 SON 
PS18 SON 
GS18 SON 
F51 DHU 
SIJ 6373 
T251 JAL 
T251 JAL 
D951 MON 
LPR 51M 
GS13 NGH 
KLJ 351N 
JB65 SJB 
S400 SJF 
SKE 114M 
497 SKJ 
SKY 419S 
SKY 766S 
Y19 SKY 
SLA 93R 
SLA 73R 
DSL 473R 
SLK51R 
SMA113R 
SMA 127L 
SMI7 HYT 
SMI7 HYD 
SMI7 HYJ 
SMI7HYK 
SMP 635 
P8SMP 
SMT 27 
R10SND 
SHOWS 
SNP 10 

50 3810 

51 0 AMS 
N504 BYA 
UCA 650D 
SOE 166 
SOE8Y 

T250 JAL 
SOL 36Y 
T250 JAL 
SON 580Y 
Y815 ONY 
Y935 ONY 
J652 UND 
J950 UTH 
SOU 150N 
M25 OUL 
SOY6R 
SOY3R 
SPE19R 
SP18 ERR 
K18SPM 
SPU 12R 
SPU 12M 
SPU 125R 
SPY 80X 
SPY 50N 
CA11 SPY 
8809 SR 
SRL 89M 
SS 72 
SS 3504 
SSG 989P 
SSG 86P 
SM04 SSM 
SSN 691 
B57AGG 
N25 TAR 
K57 AGG 
ST15 CEY 
D15TEV 
ST17 FAN 
FDS 733D 
ST18 VES 
ST19VES 
ST19 CAR 
STK15 
F57 OCK 
STO 788F 
W57 OCK 
W570 KES 
9 TOP 
UCA 570D 
H57 ONE 
STR 470N 
S7 UBS 
607 STU 
STU 601R 
A451 STU 
STU 985L 
STU 106V 
STU 295V 
5 TUD 
STU 427M 
STU 813L 
AA15STU 
SUB 4R 
SUB 84R 
SUB 3R 
SUB 111A 
SUE 422R 
SU15 SES 
8025 UE 


0116 235 0116 

Gynsill Close, Anstey, Leicester LE7 7AN 

8.00am to 8.00pm 7 Days a Week 


NUMBERS WANTED FOR CASH 


CM03.19/A37/d 





































































Policy benefits, features and discounts offered may vary between insurance schemes or cover selected and are subject to underwriting criteria. 
Lancaster Insurance Services is a trading name of Insurance Factory Limited who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 




AD 


IALIST CAR INS 


01480 400 778 


www.lancasterinsurance.co.uk f /lancasterins 


ancaster ins 


Agreed Value Available ✓ Multi-Vehicle Policies Available ✓ UK Based Call Centre ✓ Choice of Repairer 


LANCASTER 

INSURANCE 


CLASSIC MG INSURANCE FROM £78!! 



Sympathetic Approach To Modifications 
Discounts For MG Club Members 
Free UK& EU Breakdown Cover 
Legal Cover Included As Standard 
Agreed Valuation Made Simple 
Laid Up Cover Available 

Multi-Vehicle Policies 01455 


639 000 


www.classidineinsurance.co.uk 


Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 

















CLASSIC CAR 
INSURANCE 


PBIS specialises in classic car insurance, 
as well as insurance for other collectable 
classic vehicles. As a company built on 
passion, we strive to deliver exemplary 
levels of service and customer satisfaction 

We have been arranging insurance for 
your classics for over 30 years, so we 
know what is important to you. 


Policy benefits may include: 

• Free agreed valuations 

• Roadside assistance and recovery 
within UK/EU 

• Limited mileage options 

• Discounts for multiple car ownership 

• Club member discounts 


ASK US TODAY ABOUT OUR CLASSIC MG COVER 

CALL NOW FOR AN INSTANT QUOTE 


01376 574000 



visit: www.classiccarinsurance.co.uk 
email: info@classiccarinsurance.co.uk 



PETER BEST 
INSURANCE 
SERVICES 

EST. 1985 


Peter Best Insurance Services Ltd 

Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registration No. 307045 | Registered in England No. 2210270 





















CLASSIC CAR 

INSURANCE 


Compare quotes from our 
specialist insurance brands 

Simply match the policy that's right 
for you and your classic car. 

Call us or visit our website and 
start saving today. 

• Our service is completely free 

• Regulated by the FCA 

• Quick and easy online quote 

• A wide range of policies and benefits 

• Flexible payment options 

• Buy online 24/7 service 



i^TRUSTPILOT □□□□□ 


01708 897 333 

www.itsclassiccarinsurance.co.uk 


classic car i 

INSURANCE j 


it’s Classic Car Insurance Services is a trading name of Grove & Dean Ltd, 
an independent intermediary who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct 
Authority (FCA). For your security calls may be recorded. 



MG 

ENTHUSIAST 

To advertise here call 
01233 228754 


GOWER & LEE ^ 

CARBURETTOR SPECIALISTS 


All English ★ European carburettor work undertaken 
★ Spares carried for SU, Solex, Zenith, CD, 
Stromberg, Weber & Pierburg carburettors for your 
vintage classic or modern car 
★ Mail order service 
★ All major credit cards accepted 


Sales Dept. 

P.O. Box 91 Bushey, Watford WD23 2ZG 
Tel/Fax: 01923 247300 


www.gowerandlee.co.uk 
email: sales@gowerandlee.co.uk 


FORGE GARAGE 

Dag Lane, Lullington, Derbyshire 
DE12 8EQ Tel: 01827373573 
E. Mail: paulineblakeforge@yahoo .co.uk 
Find us on Facebook 



Family run business established 
over 32 years! 

Please call us for any enquires regarding 
your Classic Car - We are always happy to 
offer advice and assistance regarding most 
makes of vehicles! 



























Norman 


' »V 


THE PETER JAMES INSURANCE 

BROMLEY PAGEANT 

OF MOTORING 

SUNDAY23 JUNE 2019- NORMAN PARK - BROMLEY 


^ K ^ 

W 


Tickets from 

£14 

BOOK 
NOW! 


SPECIAL CLUB 
RATES AVAILABLE! 


Club Stands One^Make Display Cars Live Entertainment Kids Zone 
Meet Fifth Gear’s Jimmy De Ville Jez Avery Stunt Spectacular 
Multi Marque Collections Auto Jumble Retail Village 
Restoration Projects And Much More! 


Book online www.bromleypageant.co.uk 


Advance Tickets: Adult Day £14, Kids (5-15) £5, Family (two adults and two children) £33. Advance ticket prices includes copy of Classic Car Buyer & 
Bromley Pageant Showguide. On the gate: Adult Day £17, Kids (5-15) £5, Family (two adults and two children) £39. Booking fee applies. 

All advance club bookings will receive a commemorative plaque worth £3. Attractions are at the discretion of Kelsey Media. 














A MUST-READ FOR ANY ENTHUSIAST 
LOOKING TO RESTORE A CLASSIC CAR! 



classics 


FEATURING 

•Practical articles and 
handy hints and tips 

•A roundup of recent 
project cars from 
Classics Monthly 

•Our guide to buying 
a restoration project 

And much more 


PRE-ORDER YOUR COLLECTORS EDITION ROOKA2INE TODAY 
VISIT: shop.kelsey.co.uk/ugr or call 01959 543 747 


Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm. Calls charged at your standard network rate. The price is for the UK only 
- the overseas price will be higher. For overseas prices please visit the Kelsey Shop website. 
Bookazine will be delivered from 22nd February 2019. 




















































































































































YOUR KEY TO A BETTER MG 

PAUL PEPPER MG S 

SALES, SPARES, SERVICING & REPAIRS 
QUALITY MG SPARES SINCE 1982 






Classic & modem MG Spares available in store 
& online via our website & ebay, plus; 

* Car Sales * Inspections & Reports * T4 Diagnostics * 
* Servicing * MOT * 


WE HAVE MOVED TO NEW PREMISES IN BRIDGTOWN 

Please visit us there or at our growing online store at; 

WWW- PAUL PEPPER MG S COM 

Unit 3 Park Venture Centre, Park Street, Bridgtown, Staffordshire, WS11 OBT 

www.pauldeppermgs.com | 01543 570251 | info@pauldeppermgs.com 



REES BROS 

CLASSIC CAR RESTORATION 01.1021 

Enthusiastic craftsmanship at very competitive prices 

www.reesbros.co.uk 

email: andy@reesbros.co.uk 
tel: 01252 323038 


MQ bPECIALbT!) 

Full or Part restoration F ° r fr ee 

Servicing and tuning ****** 

Engine and gearbox rebuilds Hic^ or 

Rewire and retrimming ^ Bat *yn 

Bodywork repairs and resprays 

Chassis restoration on our jig 

... 'all aspects of vintage & classic car care!' 


Located near Guildford to the south west of London 



• Low bake spraybooth 

• Insurance work undertaken 


• Award winning restoration 

• Upholstery & Trimming 

• MGOC recommended 


• MG mechanical specialists 

• Family run business 


Restoration 

Servicing 

MOTs 

Accident Repairs 


www.thevillage-garage.com 


Tel: 01342 318080 


enquiries@thevillage-garage.com 

Unit 7 Charlwoods Road, East Grinstead, West Sussex RH19 2HG 


find us on Facebook 





















NEXT 



Standing out from the 
crowd in a Magnette IV 



ISSUE 


ISSUE 
ON SALE 
APRIL 26 


The one and only Art The latest TF to get a 
Deco TA Airline Coupe V6 engine transplant 


PLUS: Restored 1972 Midget • The Beast' MGC race/rally car 
Automobilia • Restoration Show/Brooklands Breakfast Club 
Our MGs - ZS saved from crusher • News, views and more 


To subscribe call 01959 543747 or visit www.mgenthusiast.com 



lAimsnm! 


SINGLE * fturo sports' 

ISSUE ONLY 1^5 


[ENTHUSIAST 


SUBSCRIBE NOW TO THE DIGITAL 
EDITION & GET INSTANT ACCESS 
TO THE CURRENT ISSUE 


All of our digital magazine subscriptions and Issues can be 
downloaded from anywhere In the world and read on PC, Mac, 
iPad, iPhone, Android devices, Kindle Fire, Windows 8 devices 
and any HTML5 compatible device, 


DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION 


MG1300 MKII RESTORED —— ~ 


PAY JUST £28.99 
FOR 13 ISSUES 
SAVING 53% 


ENTHUSIAST 


Available on 
pocket 33s.com 


pktmags.com/mgenthusiast 

* Discount calculated from print issue price of £4.80. 


WEDDING GIFT | 

Her old TF is transformed 


; Zetec powered B 

| Because he wanted something silly’to take to Le Mans! B 


www.mgenthusiast.com 


MGE SPRING 2019 Q 


(contents may be subject to change) 



























ANDREW ROBERTS reflects on a month in the world of MG 


CHEQUERED FLAG 


HONDA'S LASTING LEGACY 


Over four decades of Honda presence 
in the UK will come to an end when 
Swindon manufacture ends. Whatever 
the reasons, the underlying fact is 
that the world automotive scene is 
dramatically changing geographically 
and not least in the rush towards 
alternative power. The future, as this 
year’s Geneva Motor Show so clearly 
demonstrated, is electric and hybrid, 
with hydrogen surely to become a 
significant player. Honda’s decision 
is that their future is an electric one, 
concentrating development and 
manufacture in Japan. The bitter irony is 
that Swindon’s second-to-none quality 
levels have counted for nothing. 

What has never been in doubt is 
how much the Honda joint venture has 
contributed to the UK industry and, 
of course, to the national economy. 

The fact that Honda is essentially an 


engineering-led organisation meant 
that there was always a strong synergy 
with Austin Rover and Rover Group 
design teams. The Honda Ballade was 
the inspiration for the Rover 200/400 
Series that would have so profound an 
effect on Rover fortunes, while the 800 
Series repositioned the Viking marque 
as a genuine contender in the prestige 
luxury sector. Under BMW control, 
range development was understandably 
constrained to protect the German 
brand, but low-volume models like the 
‘Tomcat’ Coupe and the Rover-BRM 
hinted at a latent performance potential. 

This was finally realised when BMW 
cast Rover Group aside and the newly 
formed MG-Rover launched the Rover 
25/45, together with the MG ZR and 
MG ZS that reinterpreted the octagon 
marque. The MG versions were hard- 
edged drivers’ cars that totally delivered 



ABOVE: The beautifully-balanced ZS 
was a final flowering of the long- 
running UK-Honda relationship. 


on their promise. The MG ZR - whose 
influence can still be seen in the SAIC 
MG3 - was an astounding success in 
the tough hot-hatch sector, becoming 
the UK’s top selling hatchback. Its 
competition potential would be fully 
realised in both rallying and racing, 
while the bigger brother MG ZS enjoyed 
an exceptional racing career and won 
plaudits for its handling, a tradition that 
continues in today’s models. Certainly 
an enviable heritage from Honda roots. 


DESERVED ACCOLADE FOR SIR JACKIE STEWART 



ABOVE: Typically, Sir Jackie Stewart was more 
than happy to make time for an unscheduled 
Silverstone welcome for Roger Pearce, who had 
driven his MGB GT overland from South Africa for 
the 2004MGCC International Weekend. 


This years Goodwood Festival of 
Speed will be honouring the many 
achievements and the 80th birthday 
of Sir Jackie Stewart in a year that 
includes the 50th anniversary of 
his first British Grand Prix win at 
Silverstone in 1969 and winning 
his first World Championship in 
a Matra for Ken Tyrrell the same 
season. Stewart would go on to win 
two further Championships for Ken 
Tyrrell and the Tyrrell Grand Prix 
team in 1971 and 1973. 

Mere records do less than justice 
to someone who has proved to be 
not only a supreme ambassador for 
motorsport, his beloved Scotland 
and the UK, but who has always been 
approachable, helpful and utterly 
professional. Every journalist who 
has ever met him will confirm this, 
and even with the busiest schedule, 
no-one is ever ignored, something 
I discovered in 2004 when I asked 
for, and got, a seemingly impossible 
photo opportunity. 

His Presidency of the British 
Racing Drivers Club was crucial 


at a time of great uncertainty, but 
his determination is absolute and 
his campaigning for motor racing 
safety, notably in Formula One, 
initially fiercely opposed, has since 
transformed a sport where driver 
deaths were always seen as inevitable. 
The consequence is safety at every 
level of the sport, from the youngest 
participants upward. Now Sir Jackie 
has embarked on what he regards as 
his biggest challenge, launching the 
charity Race Against Dementia to 
seek a cure for the dreadful disease 
that affects thousands of sufferers 
and their families, and from which 
Lady Helen is also suffering. 

At Goodwood we can expect 
cars and personalities from the 
Stewart motoring years, but one 
very important figure will be sadly 
missing, namely Ken Tyrrell, who 
first recognised the huge potential 
of the young Scot. Theirs was an 
enduring partnership founded on a 
handshake, which probably tells us 
all we need to know about the driver 
we are honouring this July. ® 
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Croydon Classic 


As featured on Channel 4's "Deals on Wheels" 

GOOD/RESTORED EXAMPLES ALWAYS WANTEDISOLD 


One 


iarg 


the 








MG 


East 


So vito 


offer 




An MG owner for 30 years offers a friendly and professional service. 

Viewing by appointment - 6 days a week aT 

FREEPHONE: 08000 55 61 55 • MOBILE: 07990 977197 
Check out our NEW website www.croydonclassics.com 


MG B GT V8,1975, Midnight Blue, Webasto sunroof, Converted to factory V8 specification. Total body 
restoration just completecf which included new sills, new front wings, new rear half wings, and full bare 
metal respray. Professionally converted to V8 and fitted with 3528cc engine; Fully working overdrive; Hew 
front suspension, new brakes, new rear suspension including Gaz rear shock absorbers, stainless steal 
exhaust; Hew 15 Minitor alloy wheels and tyres; Hew chromework. Fitted with beige leather interior and 
new carpet. Sunroof in excellent condition Stunning MG B GT V8, which drives as well as it looksf 17,500 


MGB Roadster, 1964. Iris Blue, Pull-Handle model. 
Restored condition. Old invoices & MOT's, history dating 
back to 1988. Full service less than 2,000 miles ago ana 
Exhaust replaced at the same. Electronic Ignition. Period 
interior with Black leather seats piped in Light Blue 
matched with a Black carpet set. Navy vinyl hood. £16,500 


1975 MG B Roadster, 1976. Stunning Bermuda Blue, Overdrive, 
Chome wire wheels. Leather interior, body restored and painted 
in stunning metallic Bermuda Blue, complimented by beautiful 
leather interior, black piped in red; New carpet and trim; New 
Mohair style hood; Walnut dash; Wooden steering wheel New 
front and rear wings, new sills. New front suspension £14,500 


MGB Roadster 1972. Teal Blue, Overdrive, Chrome 
wire wheels. Leather. Body restored to a high standard 
with new sills, wings, and full bare metal resprav, 
including the engine compartment. Fitted with 
brand new chrome wire wheels: MGOC seats in navy 
blue "rusche" leather cost £1,200, new carpet, new 
chromework, new grill, walnut dash, etc £14,500 


BRoadster. 971. Tartan red Overdrive, Chrome MGB GT 1972. British Racing Green O/D MGB GT1972 . Rosso Red, O/D. Total body 
Wire Wheels, Leather Bare metal respray completed Alloy Wheels, Webasto sunroof. Restored and interior refurbishment 2018. Near 
m 2018; Brand new black/piped in red leather bodywork, new floorpans, sills & wings, per fect panel gaps. Black piped in Red 
interior. Engine fullly serviced, good oil pressure, rebuilt , engine, new tan leather interior Leather interior, new carpet, trim, and 
and ready to enjoy; Fitted with a fully functioning piped in green matching carpet White seats . Det ailed engine compartment. Fully 
overdrive gearbox. Brand new Mohair style hood; guages, walnut dash. £11,500 serv iced £10 500 

New chrome wire wheels; New chromework £12,500 


WORK SHOP FACILITIES: 

• Mechanical Servicing /Repairs • Hood fitting 

• Wire wheel conversions 

• Body Restoration & Resprays * Walnut dashboards 

• RHD/LHD conversions 

• Hew & Secondhand parts 

• Welding to MOT standard . Rubber tQ Chrome bumper 

* Deli very/Collection 

• Trimming/Carpet fitting conversion 

• Storage facilities 


Alfa Spider S3, 1986. LHD. Rosso Red, 
only 77,000 miles on the clock. Complete 
body respray 2016, New Mohair hood. 
Refurbished alloy wheels. New carpet just 
fitted. £9,750 


MGB GT 1973. Teal Blue, Wire Wheels. 
Restored Bodywork, unleaded engine, 
fully functioning overdrive gearbox. 
New Black leather interior just fitted, 
new chromework, new grill. Full history. 

£9,500 


MG B GT, 1971. Glacier White, Overdrive, 
Chrome wire wheels. Leather, Webasto 
sunroof. Bare metal respray carried out in 
2018; New interior consisting of new carpet, 
and black piped in white leather seats and 
trim. Chrome wire wheels fitted a couple of 
years ago and still rust free £9,500 


MG B GT, 1973, Pageant Blue. Overdrive, Alloy wheels, Leather, 
Bodywork in restored condition having undergone a full bare 
metal respray in 2018; Unleaded engine has excellent oil pressure 
and runs extreemly smotthly, ana fully functioning overdrive 
gearbox. New black/piped in white interior just fitted; New 
chromework; New grill. New Minilite style alloy wheels, FULL 
HISTORY from year of manufacture!! £9,500 


MG B GT Mkl, 1966. Tartan Red. Rare MG 
B GT Mkl fitted with overdrive and wire 
wheels Bare metal respray carried out 
2017/18 Black interior. £8,500 


MGB GT 1971. British Racing Green, O/D. 
Restored Bodywork, MGB bonnet, brand 
new 15" knock-on Alloy Wheels. Chrome 
wire wheels can be fitted. £8,500 


MG Midget 1275cc, 1972. MG Midget 
1275cc Mk3 Round Wheel Arch model 
Body totally & professionally restored in 
200/ with excellent painntwork. Rebuilt 
gearbox just fitted. Black interior. £8,500 


MG TF, 2003, British Racing Green. Lovely example of an 
MG TF in British Racing Green with low milleage. Only 57k 
miles from new with service history. Head gasget replaced 
at 42k milkes with invoice. Bodywork in excellent 
condition with no rust; Black cloth interior in very good 
condition; Excellent hood with new rear glass; Includes 
matching HARD TOP and 16 inch alloy wheels! £2,750 























































Parts for TA to TF1936-55, VA VB VT, MGA & Magnette. 
Secure online shopping at: www.mgbits.com or by phone. 
Worldwide shipping. 



Disc brake conversions for most models (TD TF YB shown) 

'"^T^from £612 ■'ijr 


NTG Motor Services Ltd 282-284 Bramford Road Ipswich IP1 4AY 
Tel: +44(0)1473 406031/2 Fax: +44(0)1473 742087 
sales@mgbits.com o * 

British Motor Heritage Approved - founded 1966 


















